Questions to think about for 23 January Phytoplankton Ecology Seminar
· What are phytoplankton?  What are algae?
· What types of characteristics distinguish phytoplankton groups?  
· Is our intuition about phytoplankton diversity different in some ways from our thoughts about diversity of other organisms or primary producers?  If so, does this matter for our thoughts about aquatic ecosystems?

· What factors constrain phytoplankton size and shape?

· There are many different measures of phytoplankton composition – what are some uses of these different measures?

· Why study phytoplankton?  Why are you interested in phytoplankton?
