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What makes water special? How do its properties influence entrainment?

How does phytoplankton experience water? What constraints and opportunities are formed by turbulence?
What are several mechanisms for regulating sinking rate.

Why is the extent, rather than the magnitude of turbulence more influential?
What are the basic mechanisms or conditions for the onset or breakdown of thermal stratification? How does stratification influence phytoplankton?

What are some examples where relevant scale must be applied?

Might Langmuir circulation be used to describe the phytoplankton population in a useful way?

What might complicate horizontal drift?

Is patchiness of ecologic concern or simply a concern of experimental design?


This chapter discusses the influence of physical factors on phytoplankton communities, but can you think of examples in which phytoplankton distribution, patchiness, etc., may influence physical characteristics in an ecosystem as well?  How may phytoplankton
distribution influence the rest of the biotic community?

In general, why is it important for us to understand phytoplankton entrainment and distribution?

After reading this chapter, are their specific topics concerning phytoplankton distribution that is still poorly understood?  In what direction do you feel any future research should head?

