Phytoplankton enthusiasts,

 

As I mentioned in class today, Katie & I will provide a brief overview of the chapter for next week's seminar, but the majority of class time will be spent addressing discussion questions.  We would like everyone to develop 2 discussion questions (& answers) that they are willing to ask in class.  Good discussion questions are typically how / why type questions rather than what / when.  Please tie in your research interests if possible.  Here are four example questions that we can discuss next week:

 

1.  Reynolds' discussion of plankton wash-out & dilution from lakes lacks at least one consideration.  Describe this oversight, the effects it may have on estimations of plankton abundance, and how you would account for it when modeling/estimating plankton abundance of a lake.

 

2. Why does feeding rate differ from filtration rate in filter-feeding zooplankton?

 

3.  In what situations is selective feeding advantageous compared to filter-feeding & why?

 

4.  How does the interaction between environment & feeding method (filter vs. selective) shape zooplankton communities?

 

See you next Tuesday,

 

Kevin & Katie

