Fellow Phytokins,

The next topic deals with seasonal patterns of phytoplankton assemblages 
across a (very) wide range of geographical/morphological conditions.  
Stephanie and I wish to narrow the discussion to freshwater systems (sorry 
ocean people).  Therefore you are asked to focus on sections 7.2.3 & 7.2.4.  
(If time permits, we will broaden the discussion to other sections.)  Unlike 
previous approaches, we’d like to bring in a little competition.  Attached is 
a summary of a relatively well endorsed seasonal lake succession model (PEG) 
by Sommer et al. (1986).  It consists of 24 sequential model statements 
outlining the changes/patterns that occur in the phytoplankton and zooplankton 
communities found in a ‘ideal’ lake.  It starts in the late winter / early 
spring of any given year and proceeds step by step to the next winter.  It is 
rather simple to understand (or should be by now) but keep in mind it is 
rather general in scope.  Therefore, please review to model and apply it to 
the ideas put forth by Reynolds.  That is, does Reynolds convoluted way of 
explaining things fit the model, and if not, why not?  An upfront caveat (more 
of a headache for us giving the talk) is that Reynolds almost completely 
ignores the grazing issue, which is about half of the foundation of the PEG 
model.  Questions?  Please email me, I’ll be around.  If anyone would like a 
copy of the original publication (it is not readily available) please let me 
know and I’ll make arrangements to have it on reserve in Moon by mid next 
week.  Enjoy.

Regards,

David Kalenak

P.S. Feel free to modify the attached document (e.g. add more space between 
statements) to help formulate your notes when reading Reynolds.
