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Financial Aid at SUNY ESF

“We Are All in This Together”
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Research Guiding Principles
• Grow the pie

• Break down silos

• Fly farther together

• Work smarter, not harder
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Financial Aid at SUNY ESF

Research By The Numbers
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Research Dollars
 $20.4 Million in FY 2023

 Projected $21.8 Million in FY 2024

 Growth since FY 2021
 + 39% total costs
 + 51% indirect costs
 Indirect ratio: 20.6%  24.1% 20.0%
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Small but Mighty…

• Smallest R2 nationally

• 2nd in R2 faculty productivity

• Highest productivity among SUNY 

doctorals, with UB

*Data from Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher 
Education, https://carnegieclassifications.acenet.edu/ 
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More numbers…

• 225 proposals in FY 2023

• + 35% active awards

• + 72% Federal expenditures

Federal
39%

Colleges 
and 

Universities
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NYS Govt
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Financial Aid at SUNY ESF

Research People
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New Faculty Faces
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Strategic Research Clusters
• Focus on big interdisciplinary 

ideas and deep funding sources
• Research Development 1.0
• SUNY GROW — Grants for 

Research, Opportunity, and 
Workforce

Urban 
Sustainability

Water 
Resource 
Science

Carbon & 
Bioeconomy

Indigenous 
Environ-
mental 
Science

Restoration 
Ecology
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Focus on Research Development

• PI orientation
• 1:1 research mentoring
• CAREER cohort
• Seed grants:

– McIntire-Stennis
– CoE in Healthy Water Solutions
– Great Lakes Research Consortium

• SUNY GROW unit
• Partner visits
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Building Relationships Around Water Science

• USGS New York Water Science Center

• NYS DEC Water Division, Finger Lakes Hub

• NYS Center of Excellence in Healthy Water 
Solutions (with Clarkson U.)

• Great Lakes Research Consortium

• Great Lakes Sea Grant Network

NYS Center of Excellence in 
Healthy Water Solutions



STATE OF THE COLLEGE – RESEARCH UPDATE OFFICE OF RESEARCHSLIDE 13

Brookhaven
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Research Incentive Funds
• Simplified and expanded prior policy

• RI distributions for FY20, FY21, FY22, FY23 
coming soon
– 3.5% of indirect returns to individual RI accounts
– 2.5% of indirect returns to chairs’ RI accounts

• New FY24 distributions to be paid out in 
September
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New Research 
Office Team

 New faces, new roles
 Faculty point-of-contact
 Coming soon:

 Director of Research 
Development

 Director of Proposals & Awards
 RF Procurement Specialist

new since 2022
search underway
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Research Office Transitions

Searches in Process

Rebecca McClain
Asst. Director of Research 
Admin & Compliance

Keith Kaplan
Interim Operations Manager
SUNY Research Foundation

Kate Edwards
Director of Research 
Admin & Compliance
and Deputy OM

Leadership 
Team

Interim VPR
(TBD)
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Financial Aid at SUNY ESF

Student Research
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Growing Student Research
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New Student
Opportunities
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Financial Aid at SUNY ESF

Research Stories
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Research Stories:
New CAREER Award
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Research Stories:
Bioeconomy and Carbon Accounting
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Research Stories:
Water Resources
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Research Stories:
Civic Engagement & Design
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Research Stories:
Pollution Prevention & Mitigation
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Research Stories:
Biotechnology & Ecosystem Restoration

Lauren Petracca for The Washington Post



Financial Aid at SUNY ESF

The Future…
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Coming soon:
• Web site info for PIs
• Updated policies and procedures
• RF process review & revision
• RF purchase requisition online form
• Strategic plan implementation Research Foundation

RF

Find Funding 
& Research 

Development

Proposal 
Preparation 

& Submission

Sponsor Grant 
Agreement & 
Award Setup

Award 
Management 
& Reporting

Award
Close-Out

Research Development  Pre-Award  Post-Award

The Research Award Life-Cycle
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We Are All in This Together
(315) 470-6606  |  research@esf.edu 
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