
 
 

General Education Course Supplement: The Arts 
Academic Affairs Committee 

• Please fill out form if you are proposing for a current or new course to be considered to 
become a part of the SUNY General Education Framework for The Arts. 

• You will need to provide an updated Syllabus with this form that indicate that the course: 

o Is a General Education course  

o Includes the language from the Student Learning Outcomes below 

• The completed form and syllabus should be submitted to curriculum@esf.edu after receiving 
all signatures 

Contact Information 
 

Proposer name:  

Contact email: 

Contact phone: 

Department: 

Course Prefix, Number and Title: 

The Arts Student Learning Outcomes 
For each of the student learning outcomes, please provide please describe how course instruction will 
be designed to achieve these outcomes. Also please state how you assess that particular student 
learning outcome in your course.  

Either a written narrative in paragraph form or a bulleted list will be accepted. For The Arts the 
student learning outcomes are:  

Students will  

• demonstrate an understanding of at least one principal form of artistic expression and the 
creative process inherent therein. 
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Student Learning Outcome 1: Demonstrate an understanding of at least one principal form of artistic 
expression and the creative process inherent therein. 

 

Course Instruction will be designed to meet this outcome by:  

 

 

 

 

 

Students will be assessed through:  
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	Text6: Lectures and assignments will introduce students to the primary forms of photographic composition.  Focus will be given to how these photographic compositional conventions are applied to how we make photographs of landscapes, ecological systems, people, other animals and geomorphological phenomena.  Weekly lectures present contemporary examples of landscape photography made by significant artists of the 20th and 21st centuries.  These examples are placed within a discussion of how photography influences the way we understand, value, plan and design landscape places.  

Photography is taught not just as a way to “capture a place” but more so how it is a complex form of representation that expresses the interests and biases of the photographer.  The course explains, through lectures, readings and workshops how identifying, understanding and practicing the compositional modes of photography, students/researchers/designers can have much more active control and rigorous engagement with how and why they make photographs.  

Readings assigned relate photographic practices and processes to specific issues in environmental design. 

	Text7: Weekly photographing assignments (10-20 photos) that follow the prompt/instructions for each compositional topic i.e. focal point, horizon line, framing and re-framing.
•Students hand this work in along with a “journal” with a set of question prompts.
•Students are given written comments and suggestions for improvement and a grade for each assignment.

Participation and engagement during in class workshops.
•Are students trying the lectured upon photographic method?  (walking around and making photographs)
•Students turn in these photographs as proof that they tried the method during the workshop time.

Understanding of readings.
•Each weekly photographing assignment journal contains one to three questions about the readings. 

Final assignment.
Students create their own method for working with photography that is specific to their individual major or research.
This final assessment includes handing in and receiving feedback on:
•Proposal
•Draft of method
•Final presentation
•Handing in of complete work, including a two page write up about their experiences and findings.  
Students are given a final grade that considers all parts of this process.  
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