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Project Title  


Part I.  Abstract (250 word limit)
Part II.  Project Details and Personnel

Title of Animal Use/Course/Project:


Project/Course Directors:




Faculty:






Source of Support:





Project start date:




Project end date:

Please list names of all study personnel, their contact information and experience and qualifications (include the attending veterinarian for studies involving the use of prescription or controlled pharmaceutical substances).  

NAME
   DEPT.

PHONE

EXPERIENCE/QUALIFICATIONS
Part III.  Overview of Animal Use

1.
Describe the vertebrate species and the nature of its use in your study (i.e., species, sex, age or mass, number of subjects and source).  Include a description of the statistical methods used to estimate the required number of subjects. 

2.
Will any of the following agents be used on the animals in this study? If yes, fully describe them.

Animal pathogens:
Y / N



Toxins:

Y / N



Carcinogens:

Y / N

Tumor cells:

Y / N

3.
Fully explain any procedures that may result in nutritional distress.  

4.
Fully describe any abnormal environmental conditions that may be imposed in your study.

5. 
Which USDA Pain Level applies to your study and why? If multiple species, uses, or experiments are included in the protocol, describe the USDA Pain Level for each.

6.
How will the animals be monitored for potential or overt pain and/or distress during the course of this study, including spontaneous illnesses unrelated to the study?

7.
What will be done for an animal that starts to develop signs of pain and/or distress during the course of this study?

8.
Explain in detail methods of euthanasia to be used in your study and the disposition of carcasses of euthanized subjects.  Consult the latest version of the American Veterinary Medical Association’s Guide to Euthanasia AND your specific professional society’s guidelines for the organisms you study.

Guide to Parts IV - IV:

If animals will be held in captivity for >24 hours you must complete Part V.  Captivity.  

If the study involve an invasive procedure (e.g., biopsy, surgery, implantation, etc.) you must complete Part VI.   Invasive Procedures.

If the study will harm or materially alter the behavior of the animals under study you must complete Part VII.  Harm or Alteration of Behavior.

If the study involves free-living wild animals in their natural or naturalized habitat you must complete Part IV. Field Studies.

Part IV.  Field Studies


A Field study is one conducted on free-living wild animals in their natural or naturalized habitat and neither involves an invasive procedure nor harms or materially alters the behavior of the animal under study.  The conduct of a bona fide field study does not release you from obligations to the welfare of your research subjects as specified by your affiliated professional society.  Those obligations may include special training in handling research subjects like capture and handling methods, the use of anesthetizing agents, specialized equipment (i.e., firearms), personal safety apparatus (e.g., gloves, eye protection, vaccination, etc.) and euthanasia procedures.

1.
For capture/handling of wild species, identify capture and handling techniques.  Discuss all of the pharmaceutical drugs used to relieve pain and/or distress, their dosage rates (mg/kg) and route (IV, IM, SQ) of administration.  This includes support drugs used for post-capture handling of restrained, confined or trapped individuals.

2.
Fully explain all procedures using restraint devices and include the length of time that animals will be restrained.

3.
Fully describe the method of marking and identification (e.g., ear tags, petagial tags, radio-transmitters, PIT tags, harnesses, etc.).  Justify in detail any mutilation method for identification. 

Part V.  Captivity

1.
Where will animal subjects be housed?

2.
Please describe in detail the cage/enclosure type (i.e., dimensions, construction materials, etc.).

3.
Describe in detail the housing conditions (i.e., stocking density per house, enclosure or cage), lighting regimes, ventilation and cleaning provisions.

4.
Please explain the feeding and care routine including the procedure in the event of an emergency (i.e., sudden illness or disease, power outage, etc.).

Part VI.  Invasive Procedures
1.
Describe in detail any invasive procedures (e.g., tissue biopsies, teeth extractions, transmitter implantations, etc.) involving animals to be undertaken in your studies.  

2.
Characterize the degree of pain and/or distress to be imposed on the animals during this procedure and the specific measure to alleviate discomfort, pain or distress.

3.
Will the animals be chronically catheterized or instrumented (excluding radio-transmitters)?

4.
Indicate the final disposition and disposal of all tissues collected for further analysis and whether they constitute biological hazards.

5.
Describe any other procedures involving animals to be undertaken in your study not already mentioned in this section.

Part VII.  Harm or Alteration of Behavior

1.
Fully describe any procedures that will cause harm to animals research subjects or materially alter their behavior in this study.  

2.
Is this procedure a survival surgery?  If yes, will any animal be subjected to a survival surgical procedure more than once?

Part VIII. Health and Safety Considerations

If the answer is yes to any of the following questions, please explain.

 1.
Will substances used in this study be flammable, toxic, corrosive, reactive, a registered pesticide, legally controlled, or have other characteristics with the potential to cause harm or injury? 

2.
Will any physical hazards be involved in this study (e.g., machines that need safety guards; razor blades or syringes; compressed gases, etc.)?

3.
Will this study involve biological hazards (e.g., handling potentially rabid or hantavirus-infected animals or cultures or stocks of infectious agents?

4.
Will this study involve radiation hazards such as radioisotopes, X-rays, ultraviolet rays, or lasers?

5.
Will this study involve electrical equipment that, due to its design, location, or method of use, pose any threat to safety? (Give considerable thought to electrical use outdoors, or any potentially wet location.)

6.
Will there be any personal safety issues related to the study? (E.g., due to time of day or location? Health issues such as bee allergies, diabetes, a history of seizures?) 

7.
Will this study require any personal protective equipment?  (E.g., hard-hats, eye/face protection, hearing protection, hand/foot protection, lab coat, visibility clothing, etc.)

8.
Does this study involve volunteers that need to be registered with Human Resources?

Part IX. Certification

I certify to the following:

This study, entitled ___________________________, does not unnecessarily duplicate previous findings.  (Please indicate the type of search — i.e., keyword, title, abstract, etc., the search date, the number of relevant studies and where the search was conducted — i.e., FirstSearch, BIOSIS, etc.)

The individuals on the name list are qualified to perform the procedures.

I have reviewed my professional society’s Guide to the Use of Living Vertebrates in Teaching and Research. (Please cite the entire source used.)

I have read Chapters 1-3 of the PHS Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals.

I will notify the IACUC of any significant changes in this protocol, including key personnel, methods of capture and handling or changes in the use of pharmaceutical substances requiring a veterinarian’s prescription.

Signature of PI:
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   Course Director
Approvals (Signatures)

IACUC Chairman:







Date




Veterinarian:





     


Date



Non-affiliated member:






Date



Health Safety Officer:






Date 



(For projects requiring use or handling of toxins, hazardous substances, etc.)
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