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For immediate release

SUNY-ESF HOSTS CONFERENCE ON FOREST BIOREFINERY

GROWING THE UPSTATE ECONOMY BY GROWING RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES

(Syracuse, N.Y.) – “The future of renewable energy resources is happening right here and right now,” said Dr. Cornelius B. Murphy, Jr., president of the SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, announcing the 2007 Forest Biorefinery conference to be held Oct. 9-10 at the Holiday Inn Syracuse/Liverpool. 


Murphy continued, “New York’s wood-based biorefinery project will not only produce renewable energy but create economic vitality for the forest products industry and revitalize rural agriculture with the development of a new cash bio-energy crop by putting marginal farmland back into production.” 


More than 200 ethanol producers, state and federal policymakers, forest owners, biomass producers, energy producers, wood scientists and harvesters, agricultural experts, economists and investors are expected to attend.

Highlights of the conference will include discussions about:

*         The distinct technical, economic, and environmental advantages of


 woody biomass resources over agricultural sources; 

*         Employment opportunities for full-time, highly paid, skilled workers; 

*         Advancement opportunities for biofuels and sustainable


  industrial chemicals industries; 

*         New competitive-edge business and manufacturing facility


  opportunities;

*         Promotion of business revitalization, upgrades to existing


  industry infrastructure, and brownfields redevelopment; 

*         Revitalization of rural economies by diversifying farm crops,


  creating alternative sources of income for landowners, and circulating


  energy dollars throughout the local economy; 

*         How to motivate landowners who have been watching the


  development of short-rotation energy crops from the sidelines, to become


  actively involved in growing biomass crops on marginal farmland.


Conference co-sponsors are O’Brien & Gere and Catalyst Renewables.

Conference agenda on the web:

http://www.esf.edu/outreach/pd/2007/Biorefinery/speakers.htm
Registration information:

http://www.esf.edu/outreach/pd/2007/Biorefinery/register.htm
Accommodations:

http://www.esf.edu/outreach/pd/2007/biorefinery/accommodations.htm
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