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Watershed education comes to
Cazenovia

Madison County, SU graduate student promote consideration for
lake.

August 10, 2002

By Aaron Gifford
Staff writer

The next time you fish, swim or boat in Cazenovia Lake, a local hydrologist
says, think about where the water below you came from and where it will go.

Few people probably know that 20 tributaries feed the lake, or that 5,000 acres
of land drain into it. Even Cazenovia's own village trustees were astounded to
learn their beloved body of water is 10,000 years old.

Ruthanna Hawkins of Syracuse uses those attention-grabbing facts to pique
people's interest in the lake and its tributaries. Then she explains what can be
done to keep the watersheds strong for another 10,000 years.

"What you do in your back yard impacts somebody downstream," she said. "It's
all connected. What people do around Nelson Swamp affects us in the village."

To drive those points home in a manner both children and adults can
understand, Hawkins and Madison County planners produced an interpretive
map of Cazenovia's "seven watersheds."

Hawkins, who is working on master's degrees at the State University College of
Environmental Science and Forestry and Syracuse University's Maxwell School
of Citizenship and Public Affairs, hopes the community leaders will get the word
out and share their newfound watershed knowledge with friends and neighbors.

A 2000 survey by the Cazenovia Area Planning Project determined that the No.
1 community concern was the lake. Preservationists think that public education
is crucial to Cazenovia Lake's future.

Growth in Cazenovia and surrounding towns has brought more homes, and in
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Watershed education comes to Cazenovia

turn more septic systems. Over the years, leaking systems have accelerated Selection.”
weed growth and choked off some of the lake's bays, according to the

Cazenovia Lake Association. (“l“‘ 'WNE
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