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Exec: Tech jobs key to future

Davis warns that technology jobs will come slowly
October 18, 2002

By Rick Moriarty
Staff writer

Boston's famed Route 128 technology highway has it. So does Silicon Valley in
California. And now Syracuse can, too, says R. Leland Davis, executive director
of the New York Indoor Environmental Quality Center.

Davis told about 40 people at Syracuse University's Thursday Morning
Roundtable forum that a key to job growth in Central New York is teaming the
area's universities with technology companies.

He said partnerships between academic institutions and technology companies
led to explosive economic growth along Route 128 and Silicon Valley. And it can
do so in Syracuse, too, he said.

"This is what we're going to leverage and build our future on in Central New
York," said Davis, speaking at Drumlins country club in DeWitt.

The Metropolitan Development Association, a group that promotes economic
development in Central New York, oversaw the creation of the Indoor
Environmental Quality Center last year. State grants provide its money.

The non-profit center is charged with helping companies commercialize indoor
environmental technologies developed by a consortium of Central New York
universities.

Member companies focus on developing and marketing systems that detect and
remove airborne pollutants from homes, offices, schools, hospitals and other
indoor environments. In addition to developing better air-filtration systems, the
center also is looking for ways to develop building materials that give off no
harmful gases.

The center is the industrial commercialization arm of the newly established state
Center of Excellence in Environmental Systems, based at Syracuse University.

ANYTIME, AKTWHERE

M&I WebBanking
frBusiness

Enter Category -

=» FIND A BUSINESS

braught to you by:

INSIDE
Business
»Market Updates
»Bank Quotes
»Mortgage rates
»Moneywise
»Destiny USA
»Automotive news
»Company News
» Transactions
»PR Newswire

» Corrections

»WIN FREE STUFF

CNY _ -
Entertainment!
»Dining and Bar Guide
»Tourism Guide
»Local Music
»Preview the latest movies
»Calendar of Events

Laser
Hair
Reduction

&
Removal

P SEND THIS PAGE )

» PRINT THIS PAGE

»Talk about Top
Business news!

»More Forums

»Log On to ChatXtral

New Lyra Laser
Technology
ding

. His nd
' nAtm Americans.

ARE

HAIR FASHIONS

FDA Approved
g skm tones

'c% LN, SAGERY CHENTER

NEICAY HAIl BETGNATIGE

http://www.syracuse.com/business/poststandard/index.ssf?/base/business-2/1034926527174080.xml (1 of 2) [11/20/2002 10:22:52 AM]


http://www.syracuse.com/
http://www.syracuse.com/affiliate_media/with.map
http://www.syracuse.com/poststandard/
javascript:ClickThroughA();
http://ads4.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.syracuse.com/business/poststandard/index.ssf//base/business-2/1034926527174080.xml/797970326/BannerTop/SYRACUSEONLINE/MTBANK04SY03/WebforBus468x60.gif/39353737303631613364646261383830
http://www.syracuse.com/search/
http://syracuse.switchboard.com/bin/cgidir.dll?MEM=222
http://www.syracuse.com/sites/poststandard/subscriptions/
javascript:ClickThrough();
http://www.syracuse.com/business/
http://investor.cnet.com/investorpw/privatewire/syracuse/0-7479077-1-0-1.html
http://www.banx.com/syracuse/
http://www.syracuse.com/mortgagerates/
http://www.syracuse.com/business/poststandard/index.ssf?moneywise
http://www.syracuse.com/destinyusa/
http://www.syracuse.com/autonews/
http://www.syracuse.com/business/prnewswire/
http://www.syracuse.com/business/poststandard/index.ssf?realestate
http://www.syracuse.com/business/prnewswire/
http://www.syracuse.com/corrections/
http://www.syracuse.com/sendthispage/sendthispage.ssf
http://www.syracuse.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/business-2/1034926527174080.xml
http://ads4.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.syracuse.com/business/poststandard/index.ssf//base/business-2/1034926527174080.xml/1451411566/Sponsor2/default/empty.gif/39353737303631613364646261383830
http://www.syracuse.com/forums/business/
http://www.syracuse.com/forums/business/
http://www.syracuse.com/forums/
http://chatxtra.syracuse.com/
http://www.syracuse.com/contests/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.syracuse.com/business/poststandard/index.ssf//base/business-2/1034926527174080.xml/552956456/Sponsor1/SYRACUSEONLINE/SY_PREMSPONSORS_01/ps_entertainment.gif/39353737303631613364646261383830
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.syracuse.com/business/poststandard/index.ssf//base/business-2/1034926527174080.xml/552956456/VertBanner/SYRACUSEONLINE/SY_PREMSPONSORS_01/PS_ENTLINK1.html/39353737303631613364646261383830
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.syracuse.com/business/poststandard/index.ssf//base/business-2/1034926527174080.xml/552956456/VertBanner/SYRACUSEONLINE/SY_PREMSPONSORS_01/PS_ENTLINK2.html/39353737303631613364646261383830
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.syracuse.com/business/poststandard/index.ssf//base/business-2/1034926527174080.xml/552956456/VertBanner/SYRACUSEONLINE/SY_PREMSPONSORS_01/PS_ENTLINK3.html/39353737303631613364646261383830
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.syracuse.com/business/poststandard/index.ssf//base/business-2/1034926527174080.xml/552956456/VertBanner/SYRACUSEONLINE/SY_PREMSPONSORS_01/PS_ENTLINK4.html/39353737303631613364646261383830
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.syracuse.com/business/poststandard/index.ssf//base/business-2/1034926527174080.xml/552956456/VertBanner/SYRACUSEONLINE/SY_PREMSPONSORS_01/PS_ENTLINK5.html/39353737303631613364646261383830
http://ads4.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.syracuse.com/business/poststandard/index.ssf//base/business-2/1034926527174080.xml/1060045139/Tile1/SYRACUSEONLINE/AEHAIR03SY06/ss_aehair.gif/39353737303631613364646261383830
http://www.syracuse.com/poststandard/

Exec: Tech jobs key to future

It will soon adopt the name of the Center of Excellence. >> M & T Bank's Online Solution for
Businesses

>> All types of financial positions
available — apply now

Davis said the Syracuse area has the ingredients needed to become the nation's
hub for indoor environmental technologies. It has many research centers,
including SU, Upstate Medical University, the Institute for Human Performance
and State University of New York College of Environmental Science and
Forestry.

»Advertise With Us

And it has technology companies such as Carrier Corp., O'Brien & Gere and
Syracuse Research Corp., he said.

One of the Indoor Environmental Quality Center's first projects is the
experimental use of an advanced air purification system on two floors at Pace
University's campus near the ruins of the World Trade Center in Manhattan,
Davis said. If the system works well, it could be used in many other buildings
affected by airborne pollutants generated by the World Trade Center's collapse,
he said.

"The market is potentially huge," said Davis, former chairman and chief
executive officer of Galson Corp., an environmental consulting, engineering and
technology company.

Davis warned, however, that the jobs won't come fast. Technology hubs take
time to develop, he said.

"The thing we have to be is patient," he said. "We're not going to see a silver
bullet. We're not going to see a tremendous number of jobs tomorrow."

And the task is not without its challenges, he said. One of the hardest parts of
his job, he said, is bringing together academic and corporate cultures.

"In industry, there's a recognized hierarchy," he said. "At universities, the faculty
are much more autonomous. They set the agenda, as opposed to being dictated
to by the university."
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