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Bioblitz Uncovers Unusual

Saturday, May 15, 2004

By Mark Weiner
Staff writer
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Kneeling on the edge of a bog, Steve Coghlan grasped his tweezers and
pulled something from the muck.

"Oh, here we go," Coghlan said, his voice filled with excitement. "Here's a
predaceous diving beetle larvae."
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He held up what looked like a tiny fish, smaller than a dime, and marveled at
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his discovery.

"That was a decent find," said Coghlan, a graduate student in aquatic biology
at the State University College of Environmental Science and Forestry.
"They're not in high abundance. You have to go looking for them."

Similar scenes were repeated all afternoon Friday at Beaver Lake Nature
Center in Lysander, where scientists and students are conducting a bioblitz -
a 24-hour effort to count every living species they can find.

The idea is to measure the biological diversity of the 650-acre preserve by
counting every animal, plant, tree, fish, insect, worm or fungus that can be
found on land, in water or, in the case of Coghlan, under the mud.

About 50 students and faculty from ESF were joined by community
volunteers, biology students from Baker High School in Baldwinsville and
pupils from the New School in Syracuse.

The effort began at noon Friday and will end at noon today. By 6 p.m. Friday,
more than 500 species had been counted during the first six hours of the
bioblitz. In the region's first bioblitz led by ESF last year, 661 species were
found in 24 hours at EImwood Park in Syracuse.

Neil Ringler, chair of ESF's faculty of environmental and forest biology and
one of the bioblitz organizers, said it's possible that up to 1,100 species will
be identified by the time the event ends.

Ringler said the results reflect well on Beaver Lake Nature Center, which is
operated by the Onondaga County Parks Department.

"It's a highly diverse area," Ringler said. "We're really pleased and happy
with the diversity. I'm going to bring my aquatic-insect class back in the fall."

Within the first two hours of the blitz, scientists had already counted nine
species of fish in Beaver Lake, 61 bird species and more than 50 species of
moss.

Among the more unusual species was a bowfish, a fish species with teeth
that dates back at least 70 million years, Ringler said.

"It's really a relic," he said, holding up the 2-foot-long fish that weighed about
5 pounds. Ringler said the live catch was about 7 years old and would be
released back to the lake. The fish is common in the St. Lawrence River, and
it is sometimes found in Onondaga Lake and the Seneca River.

Back at the bog, Coghlan worked with Mike Connerton, a fellow graduate
student in aquatic biology. Connerton used a net bag to scoop up some mud
from the bottom of the bog. Then he searched for life. He found a mud
minnow.
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