
15-COMM-801-001 04-A Prof. Steve Depoe
ADVANCED RHETORICAL THEORY 601A TC  556-4459

depoesp@email.uc.edu
OH: 11:30-3:20pm MW

TEXTS: Senecah, S. L. (Ed.) (2004).  The environmental communication yearbook.
Vol. 1.  Mahwah NJ:  Erlbaum.

Environmental communication reading packet.  Available from Corporate
Printing.

PURPOSE.    The purpose of this course is to provide students with an in-depth
understanding of theories related to the emerging field of environmental communication.
Students will be expected to complete a number of in-class and homework assignments, lead
discussion of course readings, and complete a take-home final exam.

GRADING.  Student grades will be determined based on performance in completing the
following:

HOMEWORK/QUIZZES/ACTIVITIES 40%
DISCUSSION LEADERSHIP 30%
FINAL EXAM (take home) 30%
TOTAL           100%

HOMEWORK AND OTHER ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE TURNED IN ON TIME TO RECEIVE
CREDIT.  NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.  NO SUBSTITUTE OR EXTRA-CREDIT
ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

ATTENDANCE.  Attendance is strongly  encouraged, since the instructor will cover material
that is not in the texts.  Credit for quizzes and in-class participation activities cannot be
made up.

PLAGIARISM/CHEATING.  Any student who knowingly uses another work (publication, etc.)
as if it were his/her own work, or any student who knowingly gives to another students
his/her work for class assignments, will fail the course.

WITHDRAWALS/INCOMPLETES.  Students wishing to file "W" or "I" grades must meet
with the instructor prior to any final action.  Conditions for completing work will be set by
the instructor.
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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

DATE TOPIC READINGS
H 7/15 Symbolic and material dimensions of

environmental communication
Burke (1968) [handout ]

F 7/16 Symbolic and material dimensions of
environmental communication

Cantrill & Oravec (1996)[R]
Herndl & Brown (1996)[R]

M 7/19 Symbolic constructions of nature Cronon (1996), fwrd, Ch. 1[R]

T 7/20 Enviro comm. and
persuasion—overview of literature,
sense of place

Cantrill (1993, 1998)[R]

W 7/21 Enviro comm. and culture Carbaugh (1996)[R]

H 7/22 The public sphere and the “environet” O’Brien (nd) [handout ]
Myerson & Rydin (1996)[R]

F 7/23 Risk communication Renn (1992) [R]
Plough & Krimsky (1987) [ON-LINE]

M 7/26 Public participation and image events Connor (nd) [handout ]
Fiorino (1990)[R]
Delicath & DeLuca (1999)[ON-LINE]

T 7/27 Corporate communication and
“greenwashing”

Corbett (2002)[R]

W 7/28 Chapters:  symbolic and material
dimensions

Oravec & Clarke [EY, 1-14]
Peterson, et. al. [EY, 15-32]

H 7/29 Chapters:  symbolic constructions of
nature, sense of place

Hope [EY, 77-97]
Moore [EY, 33-56]
Cantrill [EY, 153-73]

F 7/30 Chapters:  enviro comm. and culture Sawyer [EY, 227-49]

M 8/2 Chapters:  public sphere and the
“environet”

Friedman [EY, 175-87]
Nitz & West [EY, 205-26]

T 8/3 Chapters:  risk communication Trumbo & O’Keefe [EY, 189-204]
Pommper [EY, 99-134]

W 8/4 Chapters:  public participation and
image events

Walker & Daniels [EY, 135-52]
DeLuca & Peeples [handout ]

H 8/5
9:30am

Chapters:  corporate communication
and “greenwashing”

Feller [EY, 57-76]
TBA

F 8/6
5:00pm

TAKE-HOME FINAL EXAM IS DUE
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