Summary of dragonfly (odonate) and bird communities at Lucky Star Ranch
(summarized by Barbara Hager (Cazenovia College) and William Shields (SUNY-CESF))

The odonate community consisted of those species typically found in well-vegetated, meso- to oligotrophic lakes and ponds of central and northern New York.  Especially representative of such habitats were the lentic species of bluets (Family Coenagrionidae), spreadwings (family Lestidae), Arigomphus clubtails (Family Gomphidae), baskettails (family Corduliidae) and skimmers (family Libellulidae).  Surveys for the odonates were performed at, and in the vicinity of, the main lake at Lucky Star Ranch by looking for flying/perching adults and exuviae; included in the survey area were the surrounding fields, where many adults will forage away from the breeding sites, and the outlet stream.  The rainy/cloudy weather could account for fact that only 22 species were observed.  However, some odonate species occur as adults for brief periods of time early in spring (May to early June) and late in summer (late July onward) and therefore would have been missed by this late June survey.
The bird communities at Lucky Star Ranch included species representative of open field habitats and the Alvar (e.g. American Goldfinch, Song Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Yellow Warbler, Yellowthroat, etc.,  forests (e.g. woodpeckers, scarlet tanager, black-capped chickadee) and waterbirds (herons, osprey, mergansers).  Specialized species found only in the Alvar  included the Rufous-Sided Towhee, Prairie Warbler and Field Sparrow.  Some of the rarer birds observed or heard included the Bald Eagle and Whip-Poor-Will.
