Topics for Graduate Student Position Papers

(1) Non-target effects in modern biological control programs are minimal.

(2) Global warming will significantly increase the success of invasive species.

(3) Eurasian species are more likely to succeed in North America than vice versa.

(4) Following introduction, adaptive evolution is not a significant factor in the success of most invasive species.

(5) High plant diversity in tropical forests reduces the likelihood of successful plant invasion.

(6) New ballast water restrictions will be sufficient to greatly slow the rate of new introductions of aquatic species into the Great Lakes.

Instructions

Take either an affirmative or negative position on one (1) of these statements.  Write a carefully researched and fully sourced 8-page (double-spaced) position paper justifying your stance. Include a Bibliography section (does not count against page limit) and cite all sources using APA style.  Make sure to rely on a range of sources with the majority coming from the primary scientific literature.

To maximize the strength of your paper within these page limitations, you will need to spend a significant amount of time developing your arguments and editing judiciously.  A well-written paper is one where arguments and counterpoints are presented in a concise manner.  

Tips for Developing a Position Paper

Step 1. Create an introduction. This should include a lead in and thesis statement and clearly present the main idea of your position paper. Many writers prefer to place the thesis at the end of the introduction section, but this doesn't have to be the case.

Step 2. Explain your view. Tell the reader why you're taking the position you've chosen and offer evidence supporting your opinion. Be sure to present the information in a logical order and avoid making any statements that lack obvious support. Make them understand why you think the way you do.

Step 3. Present a counter-argument. Pick an issue or problem that someone against your views could use to challenge your position. In other words, play Devil’s advocate and try to find legitimate flaws with your position.  Make sure you present it clearly and give the reasoning behind the counter-argument as well. Researching opposing papers and viewpoints will help make this step easier.

Step 4. Declare a resolution to the problem. Take a paragraph to explain why the counter-argument doesn't apply and reaffirm your view. Describe why the counter-argument doesn't hold up and why your ideas are better.

Step 5. End with a conclusion. In a conclusion, you should restate your thesis and summarize the position paper's main ideas. Be sure to rewrite your ideas so that you're not just repeating the exact same thing. Once again, restate your position.  

