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17 June 2005

Fulton, New York
Comments by Eric Will, principal of Northeast Biofuels, at the June 17 announcement
 by Governor Pataki and Senator Wright of $4 million in state support of the project…

---

Along with my partner, Tom Denney, and our chief financial officer, Mike Hadley, I’d like to begin by giving a very broad thanks to so many here today who have been supportive of the Northeast Biofuels development initiative.  It’s a monumental project, but one that holds incredible potential for this area and for all of New York State.  
In particular, I’d like to extend by profound thanks to Governor Pataki and Senator Wright.  Gentlemen, today’s announcement is just the catalyst we need to propel us toward a financial close and the commencement of construction very soon.  Working together as we have will ensure that we realize our dream of making New York a leader in the renewable fuels industry.  
You have my pledge that the State’s investment in Northeast Biofuels will yield dividends for years to come…..dividends in the form of jobs here on this site in Oswego County…..dividends of creating jobs for our farms and markets for our farmers…..dividends of cleaner air…..and dividends of helping our nation achieve its objective of becoming more energy independent.  
Many others also deserve thanks for helping us to get where we are today…..Assemblyman Will Barclay…..your desire to see us succeed has been unwavering.  Our State agencies…..the Department of Ag and Markets, NYSERDA, ESDC, and DEC have worked with us every step of the way. 
I’d like to offer a personal “thanks” to Agriculture Commissioner Nate Rudgers and his Deputy, Tom Lindberg; to Peter Smith and Bob Callender of NYSERDA; to Ken Lynch of DEC;  to Neil Murphy and Mike Brower of SUNY-ESF; and to Ed Bogucz of the Syracuse Center of Excellence.  Governor, you have a loyal and dedicated group of professionals on your team.  That group also includes one of your own right hand men, Jeff Lovell – a guy from Syracuse who tries his best every day to make this State a better place.  
In Washington, our Congressman, John McHugh, the Department of Energy, USDA, and the nation’s top energy leadership are looking closely at New York’s game plan for participating in renewable resources and energy independence…..and they like what they see!  
As Northeast Biofuels develops into a world-class biorefinery, we will continue our partnership with our friends at ESF, Clarkson, Cornell, Syracuse University and the Center of Excellence in commercializing the renewable technologies that will emerge from the research that is already underway.  The thought of powering our vehicles from corn, hardwood pulp, and willow trees, all grown here in New York is, indeed, an exciting one. 

I’d also like to acknowledge the support we’ve received from local government.  The cooperation and encouragement from the Town of Volney, the City of Fulton, and Oswego County has been nothing short of fantastic. 
 I extend special “thanks” to Mike Treadwell and his staff at Operation Oswego County, Jeff Williams at the New York Farm Bureau, everyone at the Metropolitan Development Association of Syracuse and Central New York, and the MDA’s affiliate, the New York AgriDevelopment Corporation.  

This project is now three years in the making and we have endured our share of bumps along the way, but our friends and supporters have never failed us….friends like Alliance Bank, O’Brien & Gere Engineers, the Hancock & Estabrook  Law Firm;  our accounting firm, Testone, Marshall & Discenza; Ridley Electric; Hueber-Breuer Construction; and especially, Plumbers & Steamfitters Local 73 and IBEW Local 43.

To those last two I say… Fellas, I can’t wait to see your members at work here. 
I would also like to recognize the contributions of our strategic partners.  Perdue Farms, BOC Gases, and NobleAmericas are all multi-billion dollar leaders in their fields who have committed to play key roles in Northeast Biofuels’ business plan. I welcome them to New York State. 
I recently had the pleasure of attending the Governor’s dedication of the Syracuse Center of Excellence whose mission will be, in large part, focused on developing renewable energy technologies.  There will be five Centers of Excellence located from the New York City area to Buffalo, along the old Erie Canal corridor.  

In his comments that day, the Governor spoke of his vision that these centers become catalysts for the reinvention of the Erie Canal corridor into the economic engine that it once was when it led the way in fueling our country’s commercial development. 

We look forward to Northeast Biofuels becoming an integral participant in that vision of rebirth as we show the rest of the nation that New York State is not a follower in the cause of energy independence, but a leader that can show others the way.  

Thanks again to all of you for being here today and to Governor Pataki and Senator Wright for taking leadership roles in the exciting, emerging world of renewable energy.
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