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PATAKI FUELS ENTHUSIASM FOR NEW PLANT IN FULTON
By ADELE DELSAVIO, Staff Writer 

VOLNEY - The Fulton area is on the upswing.
One month after the New York Chocolate and Confections Co. announced that it was back in business at the former Nestle plant, Northeast Biofuels and Gov. George Pataki announced a $153 million project for the former Miller Brewing plant, which has stood vacant for more than a decade.
The project is ethanol production, an industry that Pataki promises will be America's declaration of independence from foreign oil, and "change the way Americans and people around the world live."
Ethanol is a renewable fuel that is made from organic products like corn and wood pulp. Added to gasoline, it burns clean and saves oil.
"The future is not in oil from the Mideast," Pataki said Friday during a visit to the empty plant. "The future is in the U.S. developing renewable, sustainable resources."
The state will pour $4 million into the project, making it one of the largest ethanol-producing sites in the United States.
Pataki said the new plant will produce 100 permanent jobs and what he called 1,000 "spin-off" jobs in agriculture and transportation. Fifteen months worth of construction and renovation at the plant, he said, will yield another 300 jobs.
He said that 41 million bushels of corn will produce 100 million gallons of ethanol per year at the new plant. What would usually be called "by-products" Pataki called "co-products," because they will be turned into other usable material. Carbon dioxide, for example, will be turned into liquid gas.
Pataki projected that, "In the next 10 years, Americans will not just drive gas vehicles, but use all sorts of hybrid technology to drive. They'll need ethanol, and we'll be producing it."
State Sen. James Wright, R-Watertown, chairman of the state's Energy and Telecommunications Committee, visited the plant Friday with Pataki.
He said President Bush looked at biofuel plants in Virginia three weeks ago.
