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McHUGH HIGHLIGHTS MORE 
GOOD NEWS IN LATEST SPENDING BILL
Congressman Delivers Important Upstate Funding in Transportation, Treasury, and HUD Appropriations
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – In action today, House Members took a step closer to completing the appropriations process for Fiscal Year 2006 by approving the Conference Report for the Fiscal Year 2006 spending bill for Transportation, Treasury, and Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Rep. John M. McHugh (R-NY) supported the measure, which allotted federal funds for a number of projects and programs important to upstate New York.

 

“This legislation contains a number of projects and programs that are important to the residents of Northern and Central New York,” McHugh said. “Providing support for renovation of the North Country Children’s Clinic means helping ensure that North Country families without adequate health insurance still have access to health care. Hundreds of upstate residents bravely served our nation in World War II, and funding to help build this memorial is an important way to remember our ‘Greatest Generation.’ Also, in recent years, we have seen successes in our region in the development of renewable energy resources, and I’m pleased to have secured funding to continue the redevelopment of the former Miller plant for ethanol production. In a time of budget cuts and fiscal uncertainty, I am pleased to have been successful in advocating for these critical initiatives.”

 

Specifically, the spending bill provides funds for the following:

 

North Country Children’s Clinic – $100,000. The North Country Children’s Clinic specializes in providing health care to families that lack adequate insurance coverage. The award supports a major overhaul of the current facility, including a 14,000-square-foot renovation for the Women, Infants and Children supplemental feeding program, dental clinic, and administrative offices. In addition, the Clinic will construct an approximately 4,000-square-foot building to house its medical and mental health service. 

 

Town of Lenox’s WWII Memorial – $100,000. During World War II, the Town of Lenox paid tribute to those who left their homes and families to answer the call of freedom by constructing a memorial containing the names of approximately 700 men and women from the region. However, through the years this memorial deteriorated and was eventually removed. The community is working to resurrect this memorial and pay homage to these brave soldiers.

 

Ethanol production at Riverview Business Park – $250,000. The funds will be used to further redevelop the former Miller Brewing Company plant, located in Riverview Business Park, enabling Northeast Biofuels to begin producing ethanol. McHugh is a longtime supporter of efforts to increase the use of renewable energy, which is better for our environment and can help the U.S. reduce its dependence upon foreign oil. Over the past several years, he has worked to ensure that upstate New York realizes its potential as a leader in the development and commercial application of renewables, such as ethanol.

 

Massena Border Crossing – $49.783 million. This federal commitment brings the new Massena border station project very close to full funding of its $66.4 million total cost. 

 

Essential Air Service – $110 million. These funds subsidize airline service to smaller communities. The bill continues to prohibit the Department of Transportation from implementing a portion of current law that established a cost-sharing pilot program for selected EAS communities.

 

Amtrak – $1.3 billion. In addition to providing federal funding for Amtrak, the bill includes significant financial and management reforms. 


