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SUNY-ESF biomass project secures addltlonal funding

By Claire Duffett
Journal Staff

SYRACUSE — On Nov. 19, President
Bush approved the Energy and Water
Development Appropriations Act. of
2006, - giving researchers at .State
University of New York College of
Environmental. Science and Forestry
(SUNY ESF) an additional $700,000 to
develop wood-based ethanol, and another
$750,000 for ESF’s joint water-quality
program with SUNY Delhi College of
Technology.

- Although ESF has already received
.millions in funding from both govern-
mental and private sources for both proj-
ects, this is the first time the Department
of Energy (DOE) is on board, explains
Michael Brower, director of community
and governmental relations at ESF.

“This goes right to the core of what we
need to continue,” he says.

When a new program is funded
through the DOE, the department assigns
a program manager to oversee the task.

Securing this funding was key to gaining-

exposure for ESF’s work in the federal
government, Brower explains,

“The way Washington works, once you .
have a program manager, [he] becomes

your inside advocate,” he says.

Since ESF first launched the Woody
Biomass Project in March 2002, it has
secured about $6 million in funding. This
money allowed researchers to set up mul-
tiple fuel cells, conduct multiple studies,
and plant 1,200 varieties of willow.
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SUNY COIIege of Enwronmental ‘Science and Forestry has been awarded an addi-
tional $700,000 in funding for its research to develop a wood- based ethanol, and

another $750,000 for ESF’s ;omt water-quality program with SUNY Delhl College '

of Technology

The patented process, developed by
Thomas Amidon, chairman of ESF’s
department of paper science and engi-
neering, involves. extracting sugars and
glue-like lignin to make plastics, ethanol,
and.adhesive.

On Nov. 4, several members of the

- U.S. House of Representatives’ Science

Committee toured the project facility

in preparation for a congression_al del-
egation of those who helped secure gov-
ernment funding for - alternative-energy
development,

Timothy Clancy, project director for
the House Science Comumittee, and Kevin
Carroll, project director of the group’s
Energy Subcommittee, visited Syracuse.

“They want[ed] to see our process to

commercialization,” Brower say°
Although commercialization of wood-

‘based fuel, plastic, and glue may be a

long way off, ESF is already in discus-
sions and conducting feasibility studies
with Elbridge-based Tessy Plastics and
International Paper, Brower says.

It will be at least a year before ESF and
its partners are able to find an economi-

“cally viable way to commercially produce

plastics. made from wood, says- Heather
Erickson, president, CNY MedTech,
which is facilitating the partnership.
“Trying to take things from a test tube
and move it to an industrial setting in-
volves different requirements, a different
way of thinking about the material — a
new paradigm,” Erickson says.
" In addition, Tessy Plastics produces
medical supplies, which are held to a high-
er standard-and requires approval through
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.
Before woody biomass will be used
to make plastic medical equipment, re-
searchers need to determine how the
chemical components behave when they

(disintegrate or come in contact with other

materials, Erickson says.
Wth oil costs soaring, manufacturers

“now have an incentive to invest the time

needed "to move: from petroleum-based
plastics,

‘The price of plastic increased 40 per-
cent in the last six months, causing manu-
facturers to revisit their plan to convert to
alternative sources, Erickson says, U
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