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 Timeline for Excellence

Here are some important
dates in the development of
the Center of Excellence:
2001 — Corporate partners
and a consortium of universi-
ties, and research and eco-
nomic development groups
accept Gov. George Pataki’s
challenge to provide approxi-
mately $100 million to estab-
lish the Syracuse Center of
Excellénce in Environmental
Systems. The center is to link
businesses developing indoor
environmental systems and
researchers studying environ-
mental issues to produce
what officials hope is an eco-
nomic boom for the region.
June 5, 2002 — Pataki an-
nounces the'state will pro-
vide $22 million to help es-
tablish the Syracuse Center of
Excellence in Environmental
Systems, boosting the state's
commitment to $37 million.
The headquarters is expected
to be built at Syracuse Uni-
versity's vacant Research Park

on South Campus.

Jan. 7, 2004 — Pataki an-
nounces that the Center of
Excellence’s headquarters
will be built at the vacant lot
once occupied by Midtown
Plaza, to stimulate down-
town Syracuse’s economy.
Onondaga County Executive
Nicholas J. Pirro and Syracuse
Mayor Matt Driscoll support
the location. The governor
later pledges an additional
$4 million in state money to
accommodate the move.
June 6, 2005 — Pataki, SU
Chancellor Nancy Cantor and
local officials break ground
at the former Midtown Plaza
site for center headquarters.
Construction is expected to
begin in the fall.

Dec. 1, 2005 — Pataki un-
veils design for the head-
quarters building, one day
after field work begins at the
site.

"’As soon as possible’” —
construction on headquarters

expected to begin.
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The Syracuse Center of Ex-
cellence will present a visual

/ gallery giving the pubhc a
window into the cutting-edge

environmenta and energy re-
conducted i

ward Bogucz Rep. James
Walsh and 120 other academ-

ic, business and political lead-

ers at the Marx Hotel to unveil
the design of the building they
said could generate thousands

of engineering jobs for Central
New York.

The estimated $25 million

. being spent on construction is

a fraction of the $175 million
in research and staff time that
local businesses and the feder-
al government have com-
mitted to the center in its first
five years.

A six-story, curved-surface
main building, at the site of
the former Midtown Plaza,
will house classrooms, experi-
mental equipment and, on the
top floor, the Carrier Total In-
door Environmental Quality
lab.

Staff offices will double as
labs where scientists test ideas
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on indoor air quality.

Plantings will beautify a
rooftop promenade and insu-
late the building. Big windows
will let in daylight and fresh
air.

A scoop for North Ameri-
ca’s first built-in wind turbine
will face the interstate high-
ways.

A two-story building hous-
ing biofuel labs will lead into
the main structure.

Towering over the site will
be a 250-foot-tall ‘ “Urban
Ecosystem Observatory’” with
instruments to measure how
city buildings affect the envi-
ronment.

““This extraordinary design
is not your mother’s cell-
phone tower. It will be a con-
tribution to the art and archi-
tecture and visibility of Syra-
cuse, a landmark on the
Syracuse skyline,”” Bogucz
said.




