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Governor champions biofuels in State-of-State address
Governor’s Call for Tax Incentives for Biofuel Production and Use, Along with Proposed Estate and Property Tax Reductions Will Spur Upstate Economy
ALBANY -- New York Farm Bureau, the state’s largest agricultural advocacy group, today cheered Gov. George E. Pataki’s call for tax incentives for biofuel refining and tax-free consumption of renewable fuels in his state-of-the-state address. 
 “The governor’s proposal today to make renewable fuel tax-free throughout the entire state—starting with the Thruway-- will greatly help spur the development of biofuel refining in New York,” said John Lincoln, president of New York Farm Bureau.

“Meanwhile, as two biofuel refinery projects move forward in central New York, the governor’s call to ease their tax burden will also help ensure their success,” Lincoln said.

Two new biofuel production facilities are in various stages of development in Fulton and Seneca Falls, creating new jobs and helping to protect the environment. 
Both projects are also expected to create new market opportunities for corn growers, who are partially funding the Seneca Falls project.  

“The farming community of New York has long supported the development of biofuels and reduced dependence on foreign fuels,” Lincoln said.  “We’re glad to see it continue to be a top priority with the governor.”  
Farm Bureau also supports the governor’s proposal today to further offer tax breaks to farmers, especially through the elimination of the state estate tax and offering school tax credits on income taxes.  

The estate tax makes it difficult, and daunting, to transfer farms from one generation to the next.  Also, farmers bear the brunt of local property taxes due to the necessity of owning land to farm.  
“In his 11 years in office, Governor Pataki has greatly helped New York farmers by dramatically cutting taxes, and his proposals today are par for the course” Lincoln said.  
Farm Bureau also supports the governor’s proposal to ensure that every county without an Empire Zone gets one by the end of the year.  The proposal would make sure that largely agricultural counties like Livingston County and Schoharie County are included in the program.
“Gov. Pataki’s efforts to help family farms thrive have helped create jobs and spur growth opportunities,” said Lincoln, a dairy farmer from Bloomfield, New York.  “We look forward to one more year of working with him in addressing the needs of our farm families.”  
###
New York Farm Bureau is the statewide lobbying/trade organization that represents thousands of member families.  Its members and the public know the organization as “The Voice of New York Agriculture.”  New York Farm Bureau is dedicated to solving the economic and public policy issues challenging the agricultural community.
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