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Kate Grinde and Al Kopf

This book touches on many technical areas and we thought the
reader would appreciate definitions of often used terms. We have
compiled definitions for these terms as well as graphics which may
aid understanding as well. The terms are not listed alphabetically,
but are listed in families of similar terms. We have provided an
alphabetized index at the beginning of the glossary so the reader
can find definitions for a specific term.
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GLOSSARY INDEX

Terms

absolute scale
absorption

aceent

accessibility
accuracy

acuity

adverse visual impact
aerial perspective
aesthetic quality
aesthetic resource
aesthetic zoning
acsthetics
agrarianism
amenity

analog

angle of observation
angle of vision
aspect

association
asvmmetry
atmospheric conditions
attribute

axis

background

back lighting
balance

hasic elements
binocular field
brightness
canopied

cardinal value
chroma
close-ended question
closure
codominant
cognitive

color

color contrast
compase
composite viewshed
composition

cones

congruence
continuity

cantour

contrast
countryside

critical viewpoint
cross-section
dependent variable
designation
diffraction
digitalmumeric
disability glare
discomfort glare
discontinuity

distance

distance zones

distinet

district

diversity

dominance

dominant

dominant elements
edge

euclosed
environmental displays
environmental psychology
envirommental quality
ephemeral
experimental psychology
feature

fitness

fixation

focal

focus

formal aesthetic attributes
foreground
foreshortening

form

fragility

front lighting

harmony

hue

hybrid

imageability
independent variable
inferior

intactness

internal scale
intervisibility
intrusion

kev obscrver position
fandscape

[andscape attributes
landscape, beauty
landscape character
landscape compatibility
landscape composition types
landscape control points
landscape, cultural
landscape features
landscape type
landscape unit
landscape values

land form

landmark

land use

land use intensity
legibility

lighting

lighting direction

line

mass

media of presentation
miidground

mitigation

morphology




motion perspective
monocular field
monotony

node

observer position
observer set
observers

ocular fixation

open-ended question

operationalism
optical field
order

ordinal value
orientation
panorama
pastoralism
path

pattern
perception
perspective
photomontage
picture plane
proportion
prototype
psychophysics
quality
random sampling
ratio scale
reflection
refraction
rehabilitation
relative scale
reliability
repetition
representativencss
response formats
retina

rhythm

rods

ruralism
sample
sampling
saturation
scale

scale contrast
scenery

scenic area
scenic corridor
scenic distinction
scenic quality
seasonal change
secn ared
sequence
serial vision
shade

shadow

shape

side lighting
sightline
silhouctte
similarity
simulation

324
325
327
317
320
323
326
324
325
325
324
329
333
324
312
313
317
324
323
324
333
324
329
321
325
313
325
333
318
318
332
330
325
329
333
326
324
329
325
313
325
326
315
330
331
313
313
313
313
314
327
321
327
325
321
321
329
320
321
329
327
333, 321
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skvline

slope

space

spatial dominance
stratified sampling
structures
subordinate
superior

symmetry

texture

3-D iconic

tint

topographic viewshed
transition
fransparency

2-T} iconic
unigueness

unity

user activity

value

validity

variety

vegetative patterns
view

viewer activity
vIeWer awareness
viewer exposire
viewer sensitivity
viewing angle
viewshed

visibility

visibility models
visual absorption
visual character
visual character type
visual compatibility
visual contrast
visual corridor
visual dominance
visual field

visual impact
visual landscape character
visual management classes
visual perception
visual quality
visual resource
visual sensitivity
visual vulnerability
vividuess

water bodies
weighting
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318
318
329
331
326
317
331
321
329
316
321
316
322
329
325
321
327
327
323
316
326
327
316
321
321
321
321
322
322
322
322
322
331
314
314
331
331
314
331
325
331
314
332
324
314
314
332
332
328
317
333
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AESTHETICS:

1. Evaluations and considerations with the sen-
sory quality of resources (sight, sound, smell,
taste, and touch) and especially with respect to
judgment about their pleasurable qualities (U.S.
Bur. of Land Manage. 1977.)

2. Pertaining to the quality of human perceptual
experience (including sight, sound, smell, touch,
taste, and movement) evoked by phenomena or
elements or configurations of elements in the en-
vironment. (Schwarz et al. 1976.)

3. Giving visual pleasure. (Hubbard and Kimball
1917.)

4. The theory of perception of susceptibility.
(Santayana 1955.)

9. Generally, the study, science, philosophy, and
beauty extending to all the arts, as well as to all
factors of cultural endeavor. (Wolf 1951.)

Aesthetic(s):

(a) generally, the study, science, or philoso-
phy dealing with beauty and with judgements
concerning beauty.

{b) Giving visual pleasure.

(¢c) The theory of perception or of suscepti-
bility.

(d) The quality of being aesthetic is not the
opposite of the qualities of “practicality” or
“reality” but rather another aspect or way of
experiencing the same real world phenomena.
Thus blue skies, uncontaminated water, and
uncluttered urban landscapes ail have aes-
thetic value because they imply health, plea-
sure, and security,

{e} In terms of visual assessment, aesthetics
can be thought of in three primary aspects:
(1) internal, (2) rational, and (3) extended en-
vironmental aesthetics. (Blair 1980.)

Aesthetic Quality: The aesthetic significance
given to a landscape determined by cultural
values and the landscape’s intrinsic physical
properties. (A.C.E. 1984.)

Aesthetic Resource: Those natural and cul-
tural features of the environment which elicit
one or more sensory reactions and evaluations
by the observer, particularly in regard to their
pleasurable effects. (A.C.E. 1984.)

AMENITY (Amenity value):

1. An object, feature, quality, or experience that
gives pleasure or is pleasing to the mind or senses.
(After Webster 1963.)

2. The pleasurable or aesthetic, as contrasted
with the utilitarian, features of a plan, project, lo-
cation, or resource, The term amenity is now used
so broadly that it can refer to just about anything
that makes life more agreeable—from a temperate
climate to an intellectual climate. (Abrams 1971.)
3. (Amenity value). Typically used in land use
planning to describe those resource properties for
which market values (or proxy values) are not or
cannot be established. (Schwarz et al. 1976.)

4. Quality of being pleasant or agreeable as in
respect to situation, climate, disposition. (Webster
1960.)

ATTRIBUTE:

The ecological, cultural, and aesthetic properties
of natural and cultural resources that sustain and
enrich human life. (A.C.E. 1984.)

COUNTRYSIDE:

Widely used to designate a place apart from urban
and wilderness areas, rather than a particular
landscape. It connotes both physical and cultural
components. Countryside is a recognizable land-
scape unit containing a predominance of agricul-
tural patterns and activities and defined by both
cultural interpretations and the physical setting.
(Schauman et al. 1982.)

DESIGNATION:

Landscapes and special districts formally or in-
formally recognized for their historic, educational,
scientific, recreational, or aesthetic value. Des-
ignation may affect viewer expectations about
these areas. (Jones and Jones 1977.)

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY:

1. Natural environmental quality. Heyman and
Twiss in evaluating management practices on
tederal public lands speak of environmental
quality as referring “primarily to the continuance,
to the extent feasible, of the natural ecosystems
existing on public lands especially as that eco-
system is important to human health and safety,
the provision of direct sensory experiences, and




the continued viability of life forms and biotic
communities that exist naturally on, and sur-
rounding, the public lands.” (Heyman and Twiss
1971.)

2. In general, definition 1 must be expanded to
include all environments experienced by man and
include aspects of environmental psychology.
Even though gqualities may exist without man, it
is man who makes the judgments that define
qualities. The qualities are both individual and
consensual. The “group’ may attach some value
or measure of quality to some environment, and
each individual may give a somewhat different
value to the same environment, “Quality” is a
“separate reality” for each individual, but may
contain universals for a great many individuals.
Thus the environment may be a wilderness or a
city street, with each person having his or her own
value judgment as to the quality of the environ-
ment, but together they may reach a consensus
which forms an “environmental quality” basis for
planning. (Schwarz et al. 1976.)

3. U.S. Water Resources Council (WRC) usage.
Enhancing environmental quality by the man-
agement, conservation, preservation, creation,
restoration or improvement of the quality of cer-
tain national and cultural resources and ecological
systems is one of the two main objectives for pro-
grams involving water and related land resources
administered by federal agencies whose activities
involve planning and development of water re-
sources, as contained in the Water Resources
Council’s Principles and Standards. An evaluation
of environmental quality effects should include:
(1) areas of natural beauty; {2} water, land, and
air quality; (3) biological resources and selected
ecosystems; {4) geological, archeological, and
historical resources; and (5) irretrievable com-
mitments of resources to future use. (After U.S.

Dept. of Agric. 1974.)

4. One of the four “required accounts” for ca-
tegorizing, displaying, or “accounting” the ben-
eficial and adverse effects of each alterative plan
formulation for water and related land resources
planning specified in the Water Resources Coun-
cil’s Principles and Standards and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s “Procedures” for ad-
hering to them. (After U.S. Dept. of Agric. 1974.)

5. The sum total of the forces and factors which
influence people’s satisfactions with their work,
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leisure, living conditions, and community. {Barron

1972.)

LANDSCAPE:

1. Landform and land cover forming a distance
visual pattern. Land cover comprises water, veg-
etation, and man-made development, including
cities. {Jones and Jones 1977.)

2. An expanse of natural scenery seen by the eye
in one view (Webster 1960.)

3. The natural landscape is an indeterminate
object; it contains encugh diversity to allow the
eye a great liberty in selecting, emphasizing, and
grouping its elements; and it is furthermore rich
in suggestion and in vague emotional stimulus.
(Santayana 1955.)

4. The surface features of an area including not
only landforms, but all other objects and aspects,
both of natural and human origin. (Monkhouse
1970.)

5. Countryside, the environment in which nat-
ural features dominate even though often con-
trolled and ordered by man. (Robinson et al.
1976.)

6. An areal entity which is a composite of all of
the characteristics that distinguish a certain area
on the earth’s surface from other areas. (Holland
1971.)

7. An expanse of natural scenery seen by the eye
in one view. (Webster 1963.)

8. An area made up of a distinct association of
forms, both physical and cultural. (Stamp 1961.)
9. The sum total of the characteristics that dis-
tinguish a certain area on the earth’s surface from
other areas. These characteristics are a result not
only of natural forces but of human occupancy and
use of the land. (U.S. For. Serv. 1973).

LANDSCAPE, BEAUTY:
(a) When it reveals a moral or ethical truth
(historical);
(b) when the energy-flow system is function-
ing with the unimpeded efficiency (19th-20th
century);
(¢} where natural environment is seen as a

setting for an experience rather than experi-
ence itself, (modem). (Jackson 1984.)




