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Ecological economics distinguishes itself from traditional economics in its pre-analytic vision of recognizing the economy as a sub-system of the earth ecosystem, on which it depends and in which it influences some outcomes.  The focus is on the interface of human systems and the ecological systems that contain them.  Understanding the complex interactions of this interface requires a transdisciplinary approach, encompassing the concepts and methods of ecologists, economists, and social scientists.  In this course, we thoroughly explore the historical, conceptual and epistemological foundations of ecological economics to more fully understand current efforts in sustainability research and policy.

Drawing upon contemporary economic thought as well as material from such fields as evolutionary biology, ecology, systems theory, social psychology and environmental ethics, an ecological economic approach for understanding complex problems is established.   In addition to understanding the complexities of the interactions between people and ecosystems in terms of ecosystem outcomes, we study the policies, institutions and instruments used in these interactions.  

This course will be taught as a seminar, with a balance of lectures and discussion.  The seminar aspects will include students presenting the assigned reading material as well as material of their own, developed as part of projects and assignments.  Participation in lectures and discussion is essential for a full understanding of the course materials.  Much of the discussion (and many of the lectures) are likely to be organic in that they will develop along lines directed by the interests and questions of the group.  They may also raise some issues of contention, although we will always conduct ourselves with decorum, respecting each other and practicing the art of active listening (something that goes beyond simply formulating your own statements and waiting for a moment to interject them).  

Course Objectives
Upon completion of this course, students will:  

1.  understand the foundations and current efforts of ecological economics;

2.  recognize and use subject-specific theories, concepts and principles;

3.  recognize and respect the views and opinions of other group members; 

4.  analyze, synthesize and summarize information critically;

5.  apply knowledge and understanding to address familiar and unfamiliar problems; and

6.  recognize the moral and ethical issues of investigations and appreciate the need for professional codes of conduct.

Required Books
Faber, Malte, Reiner Manstetten, and John Proops.  1996.  Ecological economics: concepts and methods.  Edward Elgar, Northampton, MA.  

Norgaard, Richard B.  1994.  Development Betrayed: the end of progress and a coevolutionary revisioning of the future.  Routledge, New York.   

Farley, J. and J. Erickson. 2005. Ecological Economics:  A workbook for Problem-Based 
Learning.  (You can order this paperback online.)
Stiglitz, Joseph.  2003.  Globalization and its discontents.  WW Norton and Co:  New York. 

Recommended Books (readings from these book will be on reserve in Moon Library):

Common M. and S. Stagl.  2005.  Ecological Economics:  An Introduction.  Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK.

Costanza, Robert, John Cumberland, Herman Daly, Robert Goodland, and Richard Norgaard.  1997.  An introduction to ecological economics.  St. Lucie Press, Boca Raton, FL.

Evolutionary Concepts in Contemporary Economics.  1994.  England, R.W., Ed. The University of Michigan Press: Ann Arbor.  

Additional Required Readings  - as listed in the schedule.  They are available directly from the journal holdings of the library, or will be on reserve in Moon Library as indicated in the scheduled readings list.  

Evaluation
Class participation - you will be expected to be thoroughly familiar with the assigned reading for each class, and ready to discuss it.  Discussion will include a brief overview of the main points of the assigned reading, critical review of the material, linkages to the full course material and potential applications.  Attendance, active listening, and regular participation in discussions will be the basis for this portion of the grade.   15%

Essays - You will be asked to write three short essays reflecting on the readings and class discussions, specific papers, or assigned topics.  Specific details for each will be given in class.  Each essay should be no longer than 1500 words.  I expect to see a very well developed response to the question that involves specifics from the readings (cited appropriately, of course) and the class discussions as well as your considered reflections on the topic.    Each essay will have a required format and required sections such as relationship to ecological economic theory and principles, methodological issues, and application issues -- details will be given with each assignment.    45% (15% per essay)

Discussion Leadership - Each student will be asked to lead the discussion during at least one class period, ensuring review of the main points of the assigned reading material, linkages of this material to the rest of the course to date, and discussion of the implications for ecological economics approaches to understanding complex issues.  We will develop a schedule for these presentations the first week of the semester.  You will be evaluated on the content of the presentation and discussion leadership as well as on the effectiveness of your approach.  15%

Final Exam
The final exam will be a take home exam, designed to provide you with the opportunity to synthesize what you have learned throughout the semester in this course.   25%  

