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Professor:  V. A. Luzadis, 307 Bray Hall, Ph: 470-6693, E-mail: vluzadis@esf.edu 

Office Hours - Thursdays 2:00 - 4:00pm  
Graduate Assistants: 

Matthew Dey, 411 Bray Hall, mldey@syr.edu ; Office Hours - 
Suzanne Conrad, 411 Bray Hall, smconrad@syr.edu ; Office Hours - 

This course is designed for the beginning student to master the principles essential for understanding the economy from a broad, holistic perspective.  The intent is to help students gain a deeper understanding of economic theory and its relationship to contemporary controversies of interest and importance. Economics is the study of the way people organize themselves to sustain life and enhance its qualities (Goodwin et al 2009).  Questions arise regarding the allocation, distribution, and scale of production of resources.  We focus on how these decisions are made and how they affect our quality of life.   We will examine the ways in which individuals as consumers and in businesses tend to make these decisions as well as the development of national economic policies and how the US government uses them toward national goals.  We will discuss the distinction between facts and values, and the roles of empirical data and normative choices in the study of economics and economic policy.  


Course Objectives
Upon completion of this course, you will be able to define and comprehend the basic language and concepts of micro- and macroeconomics.  You will have a beginning understanding of how economic problems are approached by academic and policy economists.  You will be able to analyze resource allocation, distribution, and scale decisions and basic economic policy decisions using common economic models and tools.  

Required Books and Materials
Goodwin, Neva et al. 2009. Microeconomics in Context 2e.  M.E. Sharpe, Armonk, NY.


This book is available from Follett’s Orange Student Bookstore in Marshall Square.  

Goodwin, Neva, et al. 2006. Macroeconomics in Context.  Preliminary Edition.  

This book will be made available online in pdf format.  You will need to download Adobe Reader freeware to read these documents. 

Communications

We use Blackboard as the primary means of sharing documents and information outside of class meetings.  Your enrollment in this course enables your access to the Blackboard website for this course.  You will receive an email announcing the Blackboard website at the start of the semester.  Be sure you learn how to access Blackboard, as you will be responsible for checking regularly for documents needed in class.  The course syllabus, homework announcements, handouts, and exam preparation documents will all be available to you through Blackboard Since e-mail is used to communicate important and official information to you regarding the course, it is imperative that you keep track of your ESF e-mail account and make sure that your mailbox is not full and that it is working properly.  In terms of communication with the teaching staff (me, Matt and Suzanne), please contact the TAs first for basic requests rather than e-mailing Dr. Luzadis directly.  Anything related to homework should be communicated directly to the TAs.  If you have a scheduling problem related to an exam, please contact Dr. Luzadis directly (best to see her after class).  
Teaching Style
I firmly believe in teaching as a two-way endeavor.  Together we create an atmosphere that shapes the learning possibilities for us all.  By this last statement, you might also get the idea that I expect to learn through this experience – and I do!  I haven’t taught a course yet in which I didn’t learn, so I expect the same with this course.  By the same token, I regard all participants in this course as teachers as well as learners.  We each come to this course with a unique set of experiences, education, knowledge and opinions.  These provide the foundation from which we undertake this effort to learn something about economics, and each of us has unique aptitudes which make some things easier than others to understand.  It is precisely these differences which allow all of us to be teachers as well as learners.  Of course, this is most effective when conducted with respect for one another at every turn.  We will operate under the usual ideas of civility: respectful interactions, active listening, and openness to ideas that may be different than our own.  

Class meetings will include a combination of lecture, discussion and activities.  Discussion will be in both small and large group format.  You will see below that class participation is a component of your final grade, so attendance is expected.  In keeping with the respect I mentioned above, I will ask you to inform either me, Matt  or Suzanne before class if you are unable to attend for a legitimate reason (e.g., illness).  If you have an emergency or longer term illness or problem, you should contact the ESF Office of Career and Counseling Services (470-6660) and he will assist you in getting word to all of your professors.  He will also be able to direct you to services to assist you, should you need them.  
I look forward to an engaging, stimulating semester of economics with all of you.  

Evaluation
Class Participation and Quizzes- 10%

You will be expected to be thoroughly familiar with the assigned reading for each class, and ready to discuss them.  Discussion will include a brief overview of the main points of the assigned reading, critical review of the material, linkages to the full course material and potential applications.  Quizzes will be given regularly and without announcement throughout the semester.  They will be the basis for this portion of the grade.  Quizzes will be given in class and cannot be made up or repeated.  They are designed to evaluate your preparedness for class discussions of the reading, and will help you to prepare for the exams.  

Homework - 15% 

Homework assignments will be made in class and may require you to access free online resources and 

e-mail to complete them.  A study guide to accompany the text is posted in pdf format on the Blackboard website for this course.  


Exams - 75% 
Four exams will provide the main basis of your grade for the course.  The first of these exams will count for 15% serving as a “getting acquainted” mechanism, and will help you to evaluate the effectiveness of your study habits and learning to make any needed changes before the other exams.  Each of the other three exams will count as 20% of your final grade in the course.  Exams will be given during regular class meeting times.  

