Managing Conflict and Natural Resources in Conflict-Affected Watersheds in the Philippines: The Case of Agusan River Basin
Abstract 
Differences in the use of natural resources by people in many places have often caused conflict in a society.  This is increasing and intensifying in the Philippines and in a majority of the rural areas has escalated to violence as manifested in the country’s insurgency problem, which is deeply rooted in the mismanagement of natural resources.  The dimension, level, and intensity of conflicts vary from one place to another.    Conflicts over natural resources generally cause “environmental degradation, disrupt projects and undermine livelihoods.”[footnoteRef:1]  [1:     Food and Agriculture Organization, Conflict and Natural Resource Management, (Rome,Italy: Food and Agriculture Organization, 2005), 1-2. . ] 

In the Philippines, problems related to natural resources are exerting tremendous pressure on society as a whole. Watersheds, which are a source of livelihood for rural communities, are continually degraded causing significant contribution to poverty, inequality, and loss of livelihood.  The need to come up with an innovative approach to address the deteriorating problem of natural resources management is deemed imperative.  Resource management through an integrated basin approach is indeed necessary to address the multidimensional problems brought about by human-environment interaction.  This scenario is fairly exemplified by the Agusan River Basin which is the case under study. The problems in the basin are compounded by rapid population growth, demands for raw materials in the region, unsustainable agricultural practices, and inconsistencies in government policies.  
Despite the abundance of natural resources in the basin, the optimum use of such resources to generate much needed socio-economic development is far from being realized.  The Asian Development Bank[footnoteRef:2] assessed that the water supply is insufficient in the dry season and that prolonged drought periods affect agricultural production.  On the other hand, during the wet season recurrent overflow of the river inflicts damage to lives, properties, agricultural and infrastructure facilities.  Mining activities in the upstream barely contribute to the improvement of living conditions of the rural populace.  The appalling conditions of both the conflict situation and natural resources in the basin require efficient management to address problems of food and security, water scarcity and pollution, and the degradation of the watersheds and ecosystems in the basin.  The end in view is basically to optimize the sustainable socio-economic benefits with equity for all populations living in the basin.[footnoteRef:3] [2:     Asian Development Bank. Agusan River Basin Master Plan, (Manila, Philippines: Asian Development Bank, 2004), 1-3. http://www.adb.org/Documents/TARs/PHI/tar-phi-36540.pdf.]  [3:     Ibid. ] 


Keywords: watershed, resource management, conflict management


