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My research focuses on the overwinter ecology of migratory birds in the Dominican Republic.  Part of this research includes a comparison of bird abundance between intact rainforest and agroforestry cacao plantations.  Agroforestry projects can act as a forested buffer for remnant blocks of intact rainforest and provide an important alternative to slash-and-burn agriculture.  To encourage agroforestry cacao plantations in the areas immediately surrounding 2 scientific reserves in northeastern Dominican Republic, I am working with a colleague at the University of Vermont to import USDA certified organic cocoa powder.  We are able to offer farmers a premium price for growing in a sustainable manner.  In addition, portions of the proceeds from the sale of each tin go to The Bicknell’s Thrush Habitat Preservation Fund, a payment-for-ecosystems-services mitigation fund established to purchase conservation lands in the Dominican Republic.  Support from the Tropical Social Forestry Fund will go toward expanding this effort to improve the livelihood of Dominican farmers who engage in sustainable agroforestry.
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