Procedure For Downloading Orthophotos From NYS GIS Clearing House


1. Browse to http://www.nysgis.state.ny.us/
2. At the top of the page that opens select ORTHOIMAGERY 
3. The NYSDOP High Resolution Imagery 2000 – 2008 Provides orthophotos of various resolutions and type (False color Infrared and Color) each year from 2008 to 2000.  The Spatial properties (metadata) vary for each year and county.  All data is available in State Plane and some is also available in UTM.

4. The NAPP data has a resolution of 1 meter, is in UTM, and is Color Infrared.

5. The easiest way to find the data in which you are interested is to click the View Orthoimagery link at the top of the list on the left.  NOTE: The window that opens with the map of NYS DOES NOT WORK WITH EITHER FIREFOX OR SAFARI!  It does work with Internet Explorer.
a. This brings up a map of the state and a set of tools: Zoom in, Zoom out, etc.

b. Use the zoom in tool to zoom to the portion of sate that you are interested in.  As you zoom in more and more features will appear and at a scale of about 70 miles across the map topographic quad data will appear.  At about 0.5 miles across the map the orthophoto data starts to appear.  You can continue to zoom and pan (arrows at the edge of the map) until the area you want in is the window.

c. When you are located where you want to be at a resolution you want then you can download the ortho data.  You have two choices:

i. Download imagery in Current View
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Orthoimagery Tiles to Download:

Narne: 2003 Two Fact Color Infrared Central Zone
Date ‘April 2003

Filrm Type: |Color infrared

Resolution: |2 Foot

Zone State Plane Feet Central

Name File Size(kb)
c_11041380_24_14400_cir_2003.tab 1
c_11041380_24_14400_cir_2003.5id 74
c_11041380_24_14400_cir_2003 50w 1

c_11041380_24_14400_cir_2003.3ux ]



Click here open a dialog that provides some metadata and the names of a minimum of 4 files ending with: tab, sid, sdw, and aux (see below).  You not need the .tab
 file.  The safest way to do the download is to get the other three.  When the download is complete click the “Close” button.
Clicking on the .sid file will save it wherever you want.  Clicking on the .sdw file will just open it.  You have to do a “save target as” to save the file.  If you download only the .sid file it will display with coordinates (unknown) but ArcGIS won’t know where it is.  If you download both the Sid and the aux then ArcGIS will know it is in feet but not much more than that.

2. The metadata for the Mrsid file says it is NAD83 New York Central zone and the datum is GCS_North_American_1983.  HOWEVER, since there is no .prj file ArcGIS does not know the spatial properties and will NOT.  if you add data in UTM, in this case roads for the same area, You will get the results shown below!
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Not too handy!  The green roads layer for the sid obviously does not draw in the right place!  You are going to have to define projection for the Mrsid file!  Bummer.  If I had loaded the roads (UTM) first then the coordinates of the map would have be in meters.  If I loaded the Mrsid first then the coordinates would have been in feet.  ArcMap does strange things when it does not have a prj file.  If you look at the folder in Windows Explorer you will se there is no .prj file which is what ArcGis uses to determine the spatial properties.

ii. Download ALL imagery Available for Current view.

1. [image: image3.png]Narne: 2003 Two Foot Color Infrared Central Zone || Name 2003 60crm Color Infrared UTM

Date ‘April 2003 Date ‘April 2003

Filrm Type: |Color infrared Film Type Color Infrared

Resolution: |2 Foot Resoluion: |60 Centimeters

Zone State Plane Feet Central Zone Utm 18

Name & File Size(kb) Name & File Size(kb)

c_11041376_24_14400_cir_2003.tab 1| u_4505084650_50_4400_cir_2003 tab 1

c_11041376_24_14400_cir_2003.5id 1062||u_4605084650_60_4400_cir_2003 sid 942

c_11041376_24_14400_cir_2003 50w 7| u_4505054650_50_4400_cir_2003 schw] 1

c_11041376_24_14400_cir_2003 aux 8)|u_d605084650_60_4400_cir_2003.aux g

c_11041380_24_14400_cir_2003.ta 7| u_4590084650_50_4400_cir_2003 tab 1

c_11041380_24_14400_cir_2003.5id 974 |u_4530084650_60_4400_cir_2003.sid 1000

c_11041380_24_14400_cir_2003 50w 7||u_4590064650_50_4400_cir_2003 schw] 1

c_11041380_24_14400_cir_2003 aux 8] |u_4580084550_60_4400_cir_2003.aux g
\u_d4605034800_60_4400_cir_2003.tab 1

Narme: |1994-1999 One Meter Color Infrared UTM Zone || 4605084500_60_4400_cir_2003 sid 1011

18 Statewide u_4B05084600_50_4400_cir_2003 stiw| 1

Date: 1984-1995 u_4B05084600_50_4400_cir_2003 aux [

Filrm Type: |Calor Infrared

Resolution’ 1 Meter \u_4580034800_60_4400_cir_2003.tab 1

Zone Utm 18 \_4580034800_60_4400_cir_2003.5id 1022
\u_4580034800_60_4400_cir_2003 50w 1

Name File Size(kb) u_4590084800_A0_4400_cir_2003.aux g

LowvilleSW_tilen)_sid tah 1

LowvileSW_tile0 sid 1320

LowilleSW_tleD sow 1

LowileSW_tileD aux g



Clicking here opens a page listing all the ortho images for the area selected.  The download page for an image that is ~0.5 miles across the map is shown below 
As you can see there are 3 different images available – 2 foot Color Infrared (sp central), 1 meter Color Infrared (UTM), and 60cm Color Infrared (UTM).  Note that the 2 foot for what I had in the selector window is composed of 2 orthos, the 1 meter is just one ortho, and the 60 cm is 4 orthos.  Getting the images and making them useful is the same as was described above.

You can use the direct download system if you know exactly what you are looking for in terms of the NY Quadsheet names (Note it is by the NY quads NOT the USGS quad names!  And you have to know that the NW, SE, etc. determines the quad of the map.  There are several links to ways to determine the NY quad names at

http://www.nysgis.state.ny.us/gisdata/quads/drg24/index.htm
The End
Send comments to lpherrin@esf.edu
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