Using File Geodatabases in Analysis


To carry out analysis with data in a File Geodatabase I suggest that you:

1. Create a folder either in C:\Temp or just C. Place the Martinsburg data into that folder 

2. Create a second file geodatabase called Scratch into which you will place the results of your endeavors.  

3. One the main ArcGIS menu click on Tools and then select Options In the Dialog that opens do the following

a. Select the Geoprocessing tab

b. In this dialog

i. Under General check both boxes

ii. Leave My Toolboxes alone

iii. Here is the important one.  Click the Environments Button and

1. Click General Settings.

a. Point “Current Workspace” to your data Geodatabase

b. Point “Scratch Workspace” to your scratch Geodatabase

c. Click OK

iv. Under Model Builder check the box (assuming you are using the Model Builder

v. Under Results Management select “Never Delete”

vi. Under Display / Temporary Data check both boxes

vii. Click OK

You are now set to do analysis.  By setting the Environments your project will automatically look for input data in the Current GeoDatabase and send output to the Scratch GeoDatabase.  Saves a lot of searching for stuff and prevents garbage from building up in your data file.  You should do all of the above if you are using the Model Builder but if you are not then just the Environments part is important since it defines the current data and scratch depository.
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