Ecotourism and Nature Tourism - Fall, 2012
Course
FOR 476/676, Section 1


Tuesday & Thursday, 2:00 - 3:20 PM, 313 Bray Hall
Instructor
Dr. Diane Kuehn, 310A Bray Hall 


Phone: 315-470-6561; E-mail: dmkuehn@esf.edu; 


Office hours: Anytime before class on Tuesdays or by appointment.

TA
Mike Bullock, Office hours: Thursdays, 12:30 to 1:30 PM; 410A Bray Hall; E-mail: mabulloc@syr.edu
Class website: 
Previous class reports can be found at www.esf.edu/for/kuehn 

Assignments can be found at Http://blackboard.syr.edu

Objectives
1). To develop an understanding of the basic concepts of tourism planning for public and private sector community and regional ecotourism and nature tourism development. 


2). To explore the interrelationships between resource management and tourism planning and development.


3). To provide a service learning opportunity to students.

Assignments
The class will be developing a tourism plan as its class project. The focus of this tourism plan will be discussed in class. Each student will be assigned a specific component of the tourism plan. Students will be responsible for an assessment report and a recommendations report. Each assessment report will provide an assessment of the existing resources related to each student’s tourism plan component. Assessment reports are due by the end of class on November 15. Each recommendations report includes the student’s recommendations concerning his/her tourism plan component, and is due by the end of class on December 6. Each student is required to give two five-minute oral presentations, one outlining the assessment report on November 8 and 13, and the other outlining the recommendations report on November 27 and 29.

Two homework assignments will be assigned, and are due on the dates indicated on the class schedule. Students are required to present their homework assignments to the class. Reading assignments are listed on the class schedule on the back of this syllabus.

Grad students
Each graduate student is required to give a 30-minute presentation on a specified ecotourism or nature tourism destination. The presentation will include information about how the destination is promoted and interpreted, the types of attractions existing, the economic, social, and environmental impacts of tourism at the destination, and the management strategies utilized. 

Exam
One take-home exam is scheduled during the semester. The exam is open book and in essay format. Working together on the exam is not permitted. There is no final exam. 

Field trip
One weekend field trip to the location of the final project will be scheduled during the semester. All students are expected to attend and attendance is 5% of the final grade. 

Grading
Course grades will be based on the combined score of the reports and exams. The contribution of each assignment and report to the final grade is as follows:


Assignment
Undergrads
Grads


Take-home exam
25%
20%


Assessment report
30
25


Recommendations report
15
15


Oral report presentations (5% each)
10
10


Oral homework presentation
2
2


Field trip participation
5
5


Class participation
3
3

Graduate student presentation
0
10


Homework assignments (5% each)
10
10



Final grade
100%
100%


Plagiarism will result in a grade of “0” for assignments. All reports must contain original thoughts, or contain complete and correct citations to other works. If you quote someone’s work (including websites), you must provide the page number for the quotation and must indicate that the statement is a quote by using quotation marks.

Deductions
Any reports/homework assignments that are received after the class during which they 

for lateness 
are due will have the following points deducted from the grade:

· 5 points will be deducted if the report/assignment is received after class between 4 p.m. and midnight on the date it is due.

· 10 points will be deducted for each additional day that the report/assignment is late, up to a maximum of 40 points. 

· All late submissions must be turned in to the instructor or TA in person, or submitted as an attached e-mail file (save files in Microsoft Word).

Class schedule
	Class date
	Topic of lecture
	Assignment

	August 28
	Introduction; Discussion of class project
	

	August 30
	Ecotourism and nature tourism; ecotourism video 
Bring calendar to class!
	Reading due: Honey 
Homework #1 distributed

	September 4
	Student presentations on homework #1
	Homework #1 due

	September 6
	An overview of the tourism industry
	

	September 11
	Social impacts from tourism; Lake Placid video
	Readings due: Hester; Cole

	September 13
	Environmental impacts and management strategies
	Reading due: Sustainable Tourism in Protected Areas, Chapter 7

	September 18
	The economics of ecotourism and nature tourism programs
	Reading due: Lindberg 

	September 20
	Marketing, promoting, and interpreting ecotourism and nature tourism attractions 
	Reading due: Dinan (undergrads: pp. 1-6; grads: entire article) 

Homework #2 distributed 

	September 25
	Student presentations on homework #2 
	Homework #2 due

	September 27
	Discussion on class project and field trip
	

	October 2
	Community and volunteer involvement and training
	Readings due: Brandon; Coghlan

	October 4
	Wildlife tourism & other forms of tourism

Graduate student presentation on Galapagos Islands 
	Reading due: Burns & Howard

	October 9
	Ecotourism guidelines

Graduate student presentation on Antarctica 
	Reading due: Blangy & Wood

	October 11
	No class
	

	October 16
	Regional planning; Land designations
	Reading due: Gunn

	October 18
	Site and facility considerations; Using green infrastructure
	Reading due: Andersen 



	October 23
	Evaluation and monitoring of ecotourism programs
	Reading due: Sustainable Tourism in Protected Areas, Chapter 11;

Lusseau & Higham

	October 25
	Tourism planning process 
Graduate student presentation on Thailand 
	Take home exam distributed

	October 30
	Class facilitation I: resident concerns & inventory
	

	November 1
	Class facilitation II: plan goals & theme
	

	November 6
	Working with the public; Guest speaker: Dave MacNeill
	Take-home exam due by end of class

	November 8
	Oral presentations of assessment reports
	

	November 13
	Oral presentations of assessment reports
	

	November 15
	Scuba diving; Guest speakers: Dave White & Dayton Reuter
	Readings due: Brylske articles

Assessment reports due

	November 20 & 22
	No class
	

	November 27
	Oral presentations of recommendations reports
	

	November 29
	Oral presentations of recommendations reports
	

	December 4
	Graduate student presentations: St. John in the US Virgin Islands; Peru
	

	December 6
	Class wrap-up 
	Recommendations reports due


