Introduction:
Subject Definition

This study investigates, compares, and contrasts the sense of
place for 2 major waterfront resort areas. The sense of place or feeling
of placeness is best described as how one feels when existing in a
certain area. Several factors contribute to these feeling. The analysis
explores 4 environments that influence the sense of place in harbor
front and ocean front resorts. These environments compare and
contrast the physical, spatial, social, and built characteristics of two
different resort areas.

Location Relationship

L ' The two locations |

b

chose for the comparison
in differences in sense of
place were, Cockle Bay, in
Darling Harbour, and
South Molle Island, in the

Whitsunday lIslands in

Queensland, AU. The resorts more specifically are The Novotel Hotel
in Darling Harbour, and South Molle Island Resort on South Molle

Island.



The Novotel is a 10-minute walk to the Manly Wharf, a 25-minute
ferry ride to Circular Quay, and a total of a 20-minute walk to get to
this site from my unit. The total distance is about 10 miles from my
unit to the Novotel and 7 miles of the trip is covered on the ferry.

This location is excellent to provide a contrasting sense of place
to a typical ‘holiday resort.” The location is close enough to Manly that
visitation for study can occur often, but also not so close that it would
be seen every day and in turn elements would be seen too much and
elements for evaluation overlooked. There are several other resort
style accommodations on the same side as the Novotel, and also on
the opposite side of the harbour. There is a range in styles such as
permanent residency luxury apartments, but mostly luxury hotels. The
Novotel is the easiest to obtain entry to. The other luxury apartments
in the harbour require people to rent or own property in the unit before
being allowed past the reception area. The style of the hotel is in the

typical city resort design and has several design elements that are

unique to larger scale resorts.

South Molle Island resort

is the perfect setting for

the comparison study to




take place. This resort is in a relaxing beautiful island setting. Off of
the mid Queensland coast, about 500 miles north of Sydney lie a
cluster of Islands called the Whitsundays. One of these Islands is
South Molle. This is one of the larger islands within the Whitsunday
chain. There are a total of 27 island resorts within the Whitsundays.
Since there are so many resorts in the one area the relaxed feeling
would be greatly reinforced. This location for the oceanfront part of
the study is not near as close as the Darling Harbor. The distance to
the site is another aspect that influences the sense of place in the
oceanfront setting.
Study Refinement

Originally this project was a study dealing only with waterfront
resorts, and it wasn’t very clear whether anything | would find out from
the study would actually mean anything, let alone be at all interesting.
Upon arriving in Australia, the study was refined to become clearer,
both as a study, and the results should then follow suit. Changing the
study to a more obvious comparison, harbor front versus oceanfront
resorts, what causes the differences in the sense of place should be
much easier to determine. The setting of two places may both be on
the waters edge, but the style, atmosphere, and type of waterfront,

directly affects the feeling of individual resort sense of place.



Narrowing the study down to decide what parts of the physical,
spatial, social, and built environments to explore was a refinement
process all in itself. After visiting the first site it was clear that for
each one of the environments could be their own observatory study.
For example within the physical environment, there are: lighting, types
of materials, unique design elements (fountains, sculpture), entrances,
exits, and traffic patterns. To be able to decide what is enough a like
to group together and anything to leave out was part of the refinement
process.

The places chosen for the study have an incredible contrast that
should provide for some interesting results and conclusions. One may
look at it and think well harbor front, oceanfront, how different can
they be? There may be some others who say of course they are
different, but this study investigates the why, the how, and the where
of these differences.

Study Process, Methods, Procedures

The study is a very visual process. To get from the proposal
stage to the actual complete project, the major key to a successful
final product is keen observation, and documentation of these
observations. Each layer, or piece of the project has come from very

close observation of different aspects of resort design at each site.



The process starts at the site selection and visitation. The next step
has to do with

The methods for obtaining the correct type and amount of
information pertaining to each environment were similar but still
unique to each specific environment. The attached Goals, Objectives
and Methods below were the original sheets from the proposal, but
have been re-done as to fit the refined study. Some methods were
inappropriate or inadequate due to the way | am choosing to put this

final study together.



Goal 3:
To determine what aspects of the built
environment contribute to sense of place

in a selected site.

Objectives:

Evaluate areas surrounding site to

see what they contain.

Methods:

Observe surrounding

areas.

Li

What do the areas surrounding the
site provide in terms of site users
and other types of use?

Evaluate the type of surroundings
and why site is of style it is.

Observe outside site user:
coming in to immediate

site.

se digital photography
o document surroundings

Lii.

2.1

results.

Compile pictures to show

L.iii.

Photograph to document
activities in and around
immediate site.

2.ii.

Observe surroundings.

3.1

to show activities.

Display using Photoshop
combine visuals and text

2.iii.

Photograph surrounding
design styles.

3.l

to show styles.

Display using Photoshop
combine visuals and text

3.iii.




Goal 2:
To determine what aspects of the social
environment contribute to sense of place.

Objectives:
Evaluate number of people in Distinguish between larger vs. valuate the length of time spent in
different parts of site. smaller groups of people and ite by different people/ motives,
where they are. assing, through, resting, meeting,
alking).
I; 2 3.

Methods: B B D N B DD BN

Observe site throughout Observe site users over Observe site over
any period of time. any period of time. any period of time.

1i. 2.1. 3.1

Use digital photography Use digital photography Photograph over time
to document actions, to document where large peoples actions in respec-

and expressions. and small groups are. table groups (lg/ sm).

L.ii. 2.ii. 3.1

Begin to break down Display using Photoshop Display using Photoshop
decide if there are more combine visuals and text combine visuals and text
larger or smaller groups. to show where grps are . to show what grps do.

2.iii. 3.iii.
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