Metadata for:
soil_sample_inventory.xls

Originally Named:

brown_soil_inventory_vadeboncoeur_10_10_03.xls

Data description:

This dataset is an inventory of the soil samples from the chronosequence soil pits taken in the summer of 2003, in storage at Brown University as of 10/10/2003.

The original inventory was taken by Matt Vadeboncoeur

Data problems:

None known at this time

Version History:

10-10-03
Dataset created by MV

12-23-03
Updated by MV to include notes on soil splitting, and to include check marks for samples already split and in storage. (all mineral soils finished)

1-7-04
Updated by MV to reflect newly split samples.

1-12-04
Updated by MV to reflect newly split samples. (all Oa and mineral soils finished)

No revisions since.

Narrative Metadata
Updated 1/12/04

Matt Vadeboncoeur
For each bagged, sieved mineral soil subsample, four subsamples were split.  Two small samples (roughly 100 ml) were taken, with one set retained for analysis at Brown and one sent to Michigan.  A larger sample, the “unassigned” subsample, (roughly 400-500 ml) was retained for undetermined use in the future.  A large subsample (up to 1000 ml) was packed up for long-term storage at the HBEF sample library.  In some circumstances, there was not enough of each bagged sample to produce all four subsamples.  In these cases, the smallest samples were given highest priority, then the HBEF subsample, and finally the unassigned subsample.

Original labels on all sample containers were written in blue or black.  All corrections were made by MV in green.

Sample Naming Irregularities:

In pit H6/3, the 30+ layer was divided into two layers, because it became too large to handle.  Therefore, there are two samples for this layer: 30+A (shallower) and 30+B (deeper).  The 30+A sample is the combination of the two subsample bags that were taken from this layer.

In pit H4/3, there was confusion about when the C layer was hit, so the original naming scheme was irregular.  The naming has been corrected as follows:
Original Name (7/28/03)
Corrected Name (12/23/03)

H4/3/30+


H4/3/30+ part I

H4/3/C0-25


H4/3/30+ part II

H4/3/30+ part III

H4/3/30+ part III

H4/3/CULater


H4/3/C0-25A

In pit H6/2, a grab sample was taken (C+), but it was then decided to extend the pit because H6/3, which was originally intended to be the deep pit, hit rock.  Three more layers (C0-25, C25-50, and C50+) were taken.  The C+ grab sample is therefore redundant, and was not split.  

Splitting Irregularities:

For sample H1/2/20-30, the samples were accidentally labeled 10-20.  This has been corrected on all samples.

For sample M6/3/20-30, the samples were accidentally labeled 10-20.  This has been corrected on all samples.

Sample M5/4/0-10 was not sieved.  The sample was sieved to 2mm with a rubber stopper in the lab, weighed and split.  The 2-12 fraction is being sent to Michigan.

Missing Subsamples:
The following samples were too small to supply four subsamples:
H1/1/C+
No Unassigned
No HBEF
H1/2/C50+
No Unassigned
No HBEF

H6/2/C50+
No Unassigned
No HBEF

M6/1/C+
No Unassigned

M5/2/Oa
No Unassigned

