
 
Locating an Article 

Unit 5 Assignment:  Handout 1 
 
 
The citation found in a database will often provide several choices in article retrieval.   Often the 
process is not linear, as detailed here, but one of these methods will ultimately lead you to the full text 
of an article.  
 
 

1. Full text from the citation.  This citation comes from the database Expanded Academic.  Click 
on the Full-text or PDF link to retrieve full text of the article. 

 

 
 
2. If present, follow the                    button found in many databases.  This citation comes from the 

database Web of Science.   
   

 
 
 
Option A:  When you press the Full Text, SUMMIT, ILLIAD link the following screen appears: 

 

 
 
In this case, this article is available from three different databases.  Press the GO button beside 
the Start Page to retrieve the full text of the article.   
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Option B:  When you press the SU Links button, this screen appears: 

 
In this example, the article is not available full text from this screen and you will need to look for it 
in other places.  Continue with steps 3-6. 
 
3. Check the E-Journal Locator to see if this journal is available online or if it is available full-text 

from one of our databases.  From the Moon Library Home Page, select E-Journals.  
 
4. Check the SUMMIT catalog for the journal title (or source) to see if we have the journal in 

print and/or online.  You cannot search for the article title in the SUMMIT catalog.  A search for 
the title Trends in ecology & evolution yields the following information: 

 
a. The library has paper copies of this journal from 1990-2001 
b. The journal can be found online from 1997 - .  
c. The library stopped receiving paper copies of this journal in 2002. 

 

 
SUMMIT catalog entry for the journal Trends in ecology & evolution. 

 
 
5. Search for the article title “in quotes” using Google Scholar or another search engine.  While 

on campus, many databases interface with Google Scholar and provide a SULinks button.  In 
addition, some articles are available for free and a simple search will prove successful.  

  
6. Request the document via interlibrary loan, using the online tool Illiad.   

  
Following these six steps will enable you to retrieve almost any article that you wish.  Refer 
back to this document when conducting searches.    
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http://www.esf.edu/moonlib/
http://libwww.syr.edu/research/ej/index.html
http://illiad.esf.edu/illiad/logon.html

