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What are Exotic Woods?



Certainly not 
pine, maple, spruce or oak….



Exotic Woods 
typically come from the 
tropical regions of the world:
- Central and South America
- Africa
- Asia



We like exotic woods because:

• They come from sustainable and certified 
sources?  (right, well whatever….)

• They have the “look”.
• They have unique characteristics, such as 

natural durability.
• Customers ask for and want to buy them.



So, what’s the big deal?  
We know how to dry wood.
• These are typically high density woods, 

which means high shrinkage coefficients.
• Customer desire and application often 

requires thicker stock.
• This means slow, mild drying is required –

low temperature, small WBD, high EMC.



So, what schedule do we use?  

• What kind of wood is it?  Often only a 
(the?) common name is known.

• Are there published schedules?
• Where can schedules be found?
• Do we trust these schedules?



What else do we need to know?  

• What is the application?
• What final MC is desired?

– Interior use?  6-7% MC
– Exterior use? 12-15% MC

• What is the history – green, air dried, PAD, 
kiln dried?



Some typical species -

• Mahogany – Central American, African, 
Philippine?

• Ipe (South America)
• Spanish cedar (Latin America)
• Teak (Burma)



Some typical species -

• Jahoba (Brazil)
• Bubinga (Africa)
• Cocobolo (Latin America)
• Purpleheart (Central, South America)



Drying characteristics, schedules and 
other useful information can be 

found in several sources.
• USDA FPL schedule book.
• European schedules.
• Local knowledge.

– Look to your purchasing agent and contacts in 
the field.



























Thank you!
• Questions?
• Comments?

– Bill Smith
– wbsmith@esf.edu
– 315/470-6832


