
Sterilization Requirements for Solid Wood 
Packing Material-Export Shipments



What Products Need Sterilized?

Solid coniferous and non-coniferous raw wood parts in 
packaging such as pallets, crating, packing blocks, 
drums, cases, load boards, pallet collars, skids, and 

dunnage.

What Products are Exempt from Sterilization?

Packaging made out of plywood, particle 
board, oriented strand board, veneer, 

plastic or fiberglass products.



Why Does Solid Wood Packaging 
Need to be Sterilized?

To Stop the Spread of Pests That 
Infect Live Trees and Plants.



Pinewood Nematode

• A microscopic roundworm that infects 
conifers, especially pines and is found 
in Canada, Mexico, Japan, China, 
Taiwan, Korea, and Portugal.



Asian Long-Horned Beetle



Before After

Removal of Infested Trees-Ravenswood, Illinois
Because of Asian Long-Horned Beetle
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What Are The Approved Treatment Methods?

Heat-Treatment:

Thickest solid wood piece in packaging must meet 
minimum wood core temperature of 56 degrees 

centigrade for a minimum of 30 minutes.

Fumigation:

Methyl Bromide

Only Two Treatment Methods Currently Approved





Wood Packaging Material Enforcement Guidelines:

Companies must sign contracts with accredited agency

Companies must create Process Manual that 
documents program activity

Companies must undergo physical audits

Companies must keep running log of activity
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Solid Wood Packaging Includes:
•Runners
•Crossouts
•Cleats
All under packs of lumber

Must have the IPPC Unit Stamp or the IPPC Dunnage
Stamp





www.alsc.org









Country Update Sample:





“Splinters from the 
HT Desk”

Check the column in 
the

Monthly Hardwood 
Matters Magazine



Why NHLA?

•Low Fees – NHLA Members have some of the lowest in the
industry

•Flexibility

No Minimum Length of Contract

No Sign-Up Fees

No ALSC Expenses

Ability to turn the program off and on as needed



Why NHLA?

•Knowledge and Experience – We are the hardwood gurus
We know about dry bulb, wet bulb, depression, and
industry specifics.

•Industry Education

NHLA 14-Week Inspection School

Lumber Grading Short Courses

Kiln Drying Short Courses



Why NHLA?

•Ongoing Information Source

•Marketing Website & Buyer’s Guide

•New Upcoming Programs



End of Presentation

Any Questions?


