Twelve Traits of Sustainable Communities

“Sustainable Communities” have been defined by the United Nations (UN) World Summit On Sustainable Development as “meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” Stated in other terms, it means the use and replenishment of resources for the benefit of all rather than the use and depletion of resources solely for today’s needs. 
Building a truly sustainable way of life require the integration of action in three key areas: 

A. Economic Growth and Development 

B. Environmental Conservation and use of Natural Resources 

C. Social Equity 

With the above as a basis, GreeningUSA, a private, not-for-profit organization, has undertaken a study of communities and organizations that are rising to the level of identifying sustainable community solutions. The "Twelve Traits of Sustainability Communities" is meant as one way to understand what makes a community “sustainable” and serve as a basis for a community to rate or assess its own sustainability when compared to these twelve traits. As such, it is a vehicle for positive change towards a higher level of sustainability in the lives of citizens, now and in the future. 

The Twelve Traits are: 

1. Land Use Planning and Development that is integrated, balanced, and diversified. 

2. Transportation & Parking with numerous options. 

3. Infrastructure Systems addressing long and short term. 

4. Buildings and Housing are environmentally sensitive and energy efficient. 

5. Economic Development with diversified economic base. 

6. Energy Usage and Generation without fossil fuels. 

7. Natural Resources Management that is balanced and integrated. 

8. Waste Material Management is holistic and value based. 

9. Public Education of high quality including sustainability education. 

10. Community Involvement and participation by citizens. 

11. Governmental Leadership by Executive, staff, and legislators. 

12. Human Health and Safety based on clean, safe, healthy, communities.

From here, we developed a matrix based on these 12 Traits. View the matrix below,
GreeningUSA's Twelve Traits of Sustainable Communities

	Sustainability Traits
	Environmental Impacts
	Economic Impacts
	Social Impacts

	1. Land Use Planning and Development that is integrated, balanced, and diversified
	“Smart Growth” vs. Sprawl
	Varied land use to support economic stability/growth
	Access to all income levels and classes

	2. Transportation & Parking with numerous options
	Surface coverage, separation of areas, pollution
	Shipping, employee transport, parking
	Options available in all areas and to all people

	3. Infrastructure Systems addressing long and short term
	Use and protection of water
	Systems for growth and commerce
	Affordable access

	4. Buildings and Housing are environmentally and energy responsible
	Level of impact, relation to land use
	Supporter and generator of economic activity
	Affordability and access

	5. Economic Development with diversified economic base
	Appropriate growth
	Balance of stability and growth
	Employment, living wages, access

	6. Energy Usage and Generation without reliance on fossil fuels
	Air, water, and resource impacts
	Balance of use vs. cost
	Affordability and availability

	7. Natural Resources Management integrated with other areas
	Open space planning and protection
	Tourism, recreation, Quality of life appeal
	Access for all and availability

	8. Waste Material Management is holistic and value based
	Re-cycling and re-use to minimize impact
	“Cradle to Cradle” economic model
	Service available to all

	9. Public Education of high quality including sustainability education
	Sustainability Education
	Long term workforce improvement
	Sustainability as a social norm

	10. Community Involvement by engaged, participating, citizens
	Awareness and active work
	Issue involvement
	Social activism

	11. Governmental Leadership by Executive, staff, and legislators
	Environmental policies and legislation
	Incentives to promote economic diversity
	Social policies and legislation

	12. Human Health and Safety based on clean, safe, healthy, communities
	Air, water and resource quality
	Worker productivity
	Equitable health care and safety system


