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President, State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry since 
May 2000.  (Honorary) Doctor of Science, Clarkson University, 1997; School of Management, 
Syracuse University, 1972-74; Ph.D., Chemistry, 1970, Syracuse University (NASA Fellow); 
B.A., Chemistry, 1966, St. Michael’s College, Magna cum laude; NSF Trainee, 1964, Clark 
University. 
 
Prior to being President of SUNY-ESF, Neil held various positions at O’Brien & Gere Engineers, 
Inc. starting out as a Laboratory Technician in June 1970, and working his way up to President 
in 1993 and Chairman of the Board in 1998. 
 
Neil is director of several boards including:  O’Brien & Gere Ltd., OP-TECH Environmental 
Services and Bergmann Associates.  He is an advisor to or board member of the following:  
Upstate Medical University Foundation; BSA Hiawatha Council; Metropolitan Development 
Association; Greater Syracuse Chamber of Commerce; New York State Environmental 
Technology Institute; Syracuse University, College of Engineering and Computer Science 
Advisory Board; University Hill Corporation; New York Indoor Environmental Quality Center; 
Success by Six; Syracuse City School District, Syracuse 20/20, Community General Hospital, 
CNY MedTech Foundation and the CNY Regional Board of Advisors for the American Cancer 
Society.  Neil serves as Vice Chair of University Hill Corporation, Co-Chair of Syracuse 20/20 
and Vice President of CNY MedTech Foundation. 

 
His technical expertise lies in the areas of environmental science and engineering management, 
hazardous waste management, environmental assessment, renewable energy systems, 
limnology, urban runoff planning, and industrial wastewater treatment.   
 
Neil belongs to various professional affiliations including the American Chemical Society, 
Environmental Chemistry Division; American Association for the Advancement of Science; 
Water Pollution Control Federation: Toxic Substance Committee, Pollution from Non-Point 
Sources Committee (former chairman), and Acid Precipitation Committee; New York Public 
Consultation Panel of the International Joint Commission on the Great Lakes’ “Pollution from 
Land Use Activities” Reference Group, Mid-Atlantic Industrial Waste Conference, Member, 
Planning Committee; and the American Management Association. 
 


