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What is Global Warming?What is Global Warming?
The increasing average annual global 
temperature, which is caused by the 

build-up of greenhouse gases

Approximately 80% of 
global emissions of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) are due to 
fossil fuels combustion. 
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Climate Change: The Good News
We have the Tools 

– Reduce, Re-use, Recycle
– Renewable Energy/Energy 

Efficacy 
– Academic, Political, Corporate, 

Philanthropic, NGO and citizen 
leadership

• State and Local governments 
have started, but more needs 
to be done

The NationThe Nation’’s First s First 
Mandatory CapMandatory Cap--andand--Trade Trade 

Program for Carbon DioxideProgram for Carbon Dioxide
Reduction Requirements
1. Jan 1, 2009 Launch Date

2. Stabilize emissions at 
current levels through 2014;

3. then reduce by 10% by 
2019

~13% below 1990 levels

~35% below business as usual

Acid Rain
Cap & Trade
Experience

• Mandatory Reductions in 
SO2 and NOx

• Resulted in improvement in 
ADK lake pH

• Limited to Power Plant 
emissions.  

Further reading:  
http://www.nyserda.org/programs/Environment/EMEP/acidRainPrimer.pdf
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Opportunities from Addressing Opportunities from Addressing 
the Climate Crisisthe Climate Crisis

Denmark generates 20.8% 
of its electricity from 
wind—including offshore 
wind projects 

Net Metering:  Generating Net Metering:  Generating 
Renewable Energy Everyday!Renewable Energy Everyday!

Spin Your Electric 
Meter Backwards 

NY Net Metering 
Laws earned a 

“D”

Make a difference:  Make a difference:  
Bring your Own!Bring your Own!
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Individual Actions Help Individual Actions Help 
Curb Global Warming!Curb Global Warming!

Purchase renewable energy! Renewable 
energy is clean emission-free energy, such as 
wind and solar power. 

Be energy efficient! Use Compact 
Fluorescent Light Bulbs (CFLs) in your home 
instead of incandescent light bulbs. Turn off 
the lights when you leave the room and use 
energy star appliances.

Bring Your Own! Reusable water bottle & 
coffee/tea mug and reusable grocery bags.

Walk, bike or take public 
transportation instead of driving! Cars 
are a major source of increasing carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions, a greenhouse gas.

Contact your elected officials and urge 
them to take action to address the Climate 
Crisis

Questions??Questions??
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