
CNY’s Response to Global Energy & Climate 
Change Challenges: Is it sustainable? 

As part of Accelerate 2008 

• County and Statewide Actions: 1:45 to 3PM
– Richard Smardon - “California’s actions to address 

climate change”
– Ravi Raman “Onondaga County Programs”
– Gay Nicholson “Tompkins County GHG Action Plan”

– This part of the program is sponsored, in part, by Regional 
Economic Transformation & Environmental Systems Grant from 
NYS Department of Labor

CNY’s Response to Global Energy & Climate 
Change Challenges: Is it Sustainable?

• CNY Municipal Programs - 3:45- 5PM
– Paul Thompson- “Syracuse Efforts to date” &
– Scott Smith  of  NYSERDA
– Norman Jones - “ The Rochester Green Team 

& Efforts to date”
– Mike Long - “Auburns Energy Projects to date”
– This part of the program is sponsored, in part, by 

Regional Economic Transformation & Environmental 
Systems Grant from NYS Department of Labor

California’s Actions to Address 
Climate Change

Compiled by Richard Smardon Ph.D.
From NAEP/AEP Symposium on 
Global Warming in San Diego, 
California, March 24, 2008 for 
Accelerate 2008 Environmental 

Stewardship Track



Greenhouse Gas Effect

Tipping point for GHG

Tipping point projection



Dangerous interference

Projected temperature increase

Temperature lock in point



Temperature lock in point

Projected CO2 emissions

GHG emissions per person



Action needed!

California’s Global Warming 
Solutions Act of 2006

California’s Global Warming 
Solutions Act of 2006



California Global Warming 
Solutions Act of 2006

California’s GHG production 

California’s GHG challenge



California’s emission reduction targets

AB 32 Scoping Measures

AB 32 Scoping Measures



Possible cap & trade measures

Transportation sector measures

Energy sector measures



AB 32 implementation

California Global Warming Solutions Act 
plus the California Env. Quality Act (CEQA)

California AB 32 plus CEQA



California AB32 plus CEQA

California AB32 plus CEQA

California Legal Action



California Legal Action

California Legal Action

California Legal Action



California vs. EPA & Clean Air Act 
(CCA)

California vs. EPA & CCA

California vs. EPA & CCA



California vs. EPA & CCA

California Local Legal Action

California technical support



California Technical Support

California Technical Support

California technical support



California climate action review

• California  Global Warming Solutions Act (2006)
• Tie in with CEQA with SB 97 which connects to 

environmental review+ land use planning
• California  AG office battles EPA over CCA plus 

supports state and local compliance
• CPCOA and other agency offices working on 

technical support & analysis methods

NECIA 2007
www.climatechoices.org/ne/

NECIA 

(New England Climate Impact Assessment) 

…is a recent, scholarly look at our

Northeast Climate.

NECIA reads like an IPCC study in 

in miniature …for our region.

Climate change planning !

…often in 2 parts 

1) Adaptation

+ what’s coming down the pike?

2) Mitigation 

+ can we prevent worse ?

NECIA 2007

Less snow pack      =    new & different energy needs.



NECIA 2007

Does nature absorb water 

more easily some seasons?

NECIA 2007

Campus planning?  ….climate adaptation ?

… mitigation?                               How about trees?

Chicago Carbon Exchange



Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 
(RGGI)

Implications for CNY/NYS

• Climate change is coming!
• We need mitigation and adaptation 

strategies
• We need regional support mechanisms to 

help use reduce GHG plus plan transition
• California action strategies should give us 

encouragement for what is possible!


