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The Green Jobs System

Green Businesses:
•Solar and wind installers
•Energy efficiency contractors
•Green builders and designers

•Manufacturers of green products
•Green retail stores
•Local food system participants
•Sustainable operations
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Skilled Workforce:
•Engineers, architects
•Energy auditors
•Building analysts
•Envelope professionals
•HVAC mechanics
•RE installers
•Software developers
•Manufacturing

Training and Certification Programs:
• high schools
• BOCES
• community colleges
• four-year degree schools
• unions and nonprofits
• workforce development 
• BPI, RESNET
• NABCEP
• LEED

Green Jobs System Components
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Market Demand

Consumer Education:
•Media
•Schools
•Workshops & seminars
•Word of mouth
•Case studies 
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POLICY

Financing:
•Capital investment
•Loans
•Incentives
•Grants 
•Tax credits 

Market Demand

Green Jobs System Components

Green
Businesses

POLICY:
•Require LEED bronze for new public or
commercial bldgs over certain size

•Upgrade energy code for all leased
properties and require compliance
by set date

•Require upgrade to higher energy code
whenever property sold

Market Demand

POLICY:
•Issue RFP for EE or RE 
performance contracting

•Create 0% revolving loan fund
for energy retrofits or RE

•Provide matching grants for
low-income homeowners

•Give property tax rebates for
solar and geothermal systems

Financing
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POLICY:
•Provide financing for Buy Local /
Buy Green Campaigns

•Add economic development
staff dedicated to green business

•Create green business district

Business 
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POLICY:
•Require living wage jobs in any 
RE or EE firm receiving tax breaks
or government contracts

•Provide subsidized training for new
hires in RE and EE firms

•Require hiring of locally trained
apprentices on public EE/RE jobs

Skilled
Workforce

Green
Businesses

Entrepreneurs,
Job Seekers

Skilled
Workforce

Training and 
Certification
Programs

POLICY

Financing

Market Demand

Business 
Support Services

Consumer
Education

Tompkins Green Jobs System

Green Collar
Career Fair

SEN
BALLE
IGBA

CCE, Hub,
IGBA, ST

Energy Plans
Green Purchasing

LEED for new bldgs
RE OrdinancesLow cost public

and private loans

Local roundtables

grants
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