SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

The Scholarship Committee meets to review the Foundation’s scholarship criteria and policies, and to make recommendations to the board of directors regarding the policies, procedures, and scholarship amounts. 
Two scholarship schedules were in place for 2009-10: one for students that entered the paper programs prior to fall 2008 and another for students who are began their studies in the fall of 2008 or later. The rules governing the SPPF Scholarship eligibility for the later group can be found at http://www.esf.edu/pbe/sppf/scholarships.htm. 
The Foundation awarded $88,797 in undergraduate scholarships in 2009-10. The Solvay Paperboard Undergraduate Scholarship is included in this total, as is the first scholarship given to a Masters of Professional Studies (MPS) student. The MPS degree is a non-thesis masters, designed to help professionals, with a baccalaureate degree from another area of study, prepare for a career in the pulp, paper and affiliated industries. MPS student Karin Arens was awarded $2,250. 
Generally, two special graduate level scholarships offered annually, but poor market conditions dictated that the Solvay Paperboard Graduate Fellowship be withheld in 2009. Ericka Alves, doctoral candidate and Fulbright scholar, received The Renata Marton Award, with a cash value of $1,500. Ms. Alves is doing research on innovative pulping methods for begasse.
The Board voted to make serious changes to the scholarship award schedule for Fall 2011. Freshmen will receive only $500/semester vs. the $3,000/semester that is available this year. This decision came in response to high freshman attrition combined with poor market conditions in 2008-09, a year when $42,000 was awarded to freshmen that left the paper programs. This seemed like too much to pay, especially when the scholarship endowment was losing money. Note:  freshmen retention is ~ 60%, similar to other engineering schools.
Under the new program, sophomores will receive $3,200/semester, regardless of GPA, as an incentive to continue their studies in paper. Juniors and Seniors will receive a GPA based scholarship with a max value of $3,200/semester for GPA>3.250. The committee realizes that cutting the award for freshmen to $500/semester may have a negative impact on recruiting, and will monitor the situation carefully.
The Board has approved a management minor scholarship with funding from the Joachim endowment. The criteria and applications for these scholarships are on the web: http://www.esf.edu/pbe/sppf/scholarships.htm. Jason Kucharski was awarded the management minor scholarship of $300. 
The scholarship for paper science minors, established in 2008-09, was improved in 2009-10. Bioprocess Engineering (BPE) students who successfully complete selected paper courses will be awarded $800 ($200/credit hour) for Intro to Papermaking, with the lab; $900 ($300/credit hour) for Pulping and Bleaching and other upper level courses. This scholarship is intended as an incentive for the BPE students to learn more about paper.
Bruce Baker, Chair
