2010-11 SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
The Scholarship Committee reviews the Foundation’s scholarship criteria and policies, and makes recommendations to the board of directors regarding the policies, procedures, and scholarship amounts. 
The cost of attending SUNY ESF is almost $20,000 a year with tuition at $4,970 and fees of approximately $500. Housing in ESF’s brand new Centennial Hall starts at $7,378 and a meal plan is $6,700. Despite the increasing cost, the committee opted to decrease the scholarship award schedule for Fall 2011.
This decision came in response to high freshman attrition combined with the poor market conditions of fiscal year 2008-09. While our scholarship endowment fund decreased, we found that $42,000 in scholarship money was given out to students, mostly freshmen, who left the paper programs. This was unusually high attrition that decreased to $14,200 in 2009 and $15,820 in 2010, but the Foundation had to do something to stem the loss. In addition, when we benchmarked the other paper foundations it was determined that the SPPPF scholarships were unusually high for beginning students. 

Under the new program, freshmen will only get $500/semester, but second year students will receive $3,200/semester as an incentive to continue their studies in paper, as long as they keep their GPA at or above 2.0. Juniors and seniors will receive a GPA based scholarship with a max value of $3,200/semester for GPA>3.250. The committee realized that cutting the award for freshmen to may have had a negative impact on recruiting. The number of incoming students is slightly down for Fall 2011 and the reasons for the decline will be discussed at the Foundation meeting in October.

Two scholarship schedules were in place for 2010-11: one for students that entered the paper programs prior to fall 2008 and another for students who are began their studies in the fall of 2008 or later. The rules governing all of the SPPF Scholarship eligibility for the later group can be found at http://www.esf.edu/pbe/sppf/scholarships.htm. 

The Foundation awarded $107,640 in undergraduate scholarships in 2010-11. This includes the Grossman Southern Container Foundation Undergraduate Scholarship of $800/semester that Daniel DiMarco received and the $3,250 Masters of Professional Studies (MPS) scholarship given to Karin Arens. The MPS degree is a non-thesis masters, designed to help professionals with a baccalaureate degree from another area of study, prepare for a career in the pulp, paper and affiliated industries. 

The Foundation gave a combines $4,000 to three graduate students; Shang-Ning Chien received $2,500 for The Grossman Southern Container Foundation Graduate Scholarship. Rakesh Yasarla and Mangesh Goundalkar shared the $1,500 Renata Marton Award

The paper science minor scholarship was left unclaimed. This is an incentive for the BPE students to learn more about paper. Bioprocess Engineering (BPE) students who successfully complete selected paper courses will be awarded $800 ($200/credit hour) for Intro to Papermaking, with the lab; $900 ($300/credit hour) for Pulping and Bleaching and other upper level courses. 

SPPF also awards a management minor scholarship with funding from the Joachim endowment. Jason Kucharski and Stefanie Lewis were both recipients of the management minor scholarship. The criteria and applications for the paper science minor and the management scholarships are on the web: http://www.esf.edu/pbe/sppf/scholarships.htm. 

Our sincere thanks also go to the ESF College Foundation, with a long history of supporting paper students with several special awards, including the J.P. Clark Scholarships.
Bruce Baker, Chair

