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Definition of a personal statement




What is a personal statemente

o It is a(n):




What a personal statement is NOT

o It is not a(n):




A glance at how to write a personal statement




Preparing for a Personadl Statement

oStep 1: Polish up your writing skills

oStep 2: Research the Institution and
the program




Preparing for a Personadl Statement

o Step 3: Find out the requirements for
your personal statement in the specific
program you chose

o Step 4: Self-Assessment-get a piece of
paper out and jot down some...



Preparing for a Personal Statement

o Step 5: What got you to this point
in your life?

O Step 6: BRAINSTORM-




Questions to ask yourself

o What is distinctive about me?

o When did | first become
interested in my field of study?

o What events, people or family
history have shaped me?



Questions to ask yourself

o What intellectual influences have
shaped me?

o How can | help the committee
understand me?

o What special qualifications or
skills that | possess would make
me more successful in graduate
school?




Questions to ask yourself

o How has my undergraduate
experience prepared me for
graduate/professional school?

o What are my career goals?

o What challenges have | faced
and overcome recently?



Tips before you start writing

o Plan to write the personal statement
ahead of time

O Read some examples and get ideas

o Get to know what types of personal
?jciLemen’rs are acceptable in your
ie
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O Have a focus

o Use examples to display skills

O Be unique

O Be yourself, not someone you think they
want you to be




o Write about something that moves you

o Proofread

o Get feedback from professionals in the
field

o Get to the point, be concise




o Don’t rewrite your resume
o Don’t be negative

o Don’t talk about money as motivation in the
field

o Don’t use clichés

o Don’t get overly personal and make the reader
uncomfortable

o Don’t let careless errors leave you out of the



Wriling the personal Stalement

o The best thing to do is start writing,
even if you are unsure of what
exactly to say

o It may help to write ideas out with
paper and pen before typing

o Start over if you need to, it's okay
O Writer's block?



Critiguing/Finalizing the Personal Statement

o Double check that you have fulfilled
all requirements of the program in
which you are applying

o Type it with no mistakes
o Proofread it




Critiguing/Finalizing the Personal Statement

o How do you feel about it overall?

o Print it on nice paper and be sure not
to fold it in the mailing process



Now That You're Finished

o Pat yourself on the back for achieving a
great accomplishment!
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