
 
 

General Education Course Supplement: US History and Civic Engagement 
Academic Affairs Committee 

• Please fill out form if you are proposing for a current or new course to be considered to 
become a part of the SUNY General Education Framework for US History and Civic 
Engagement. 

• You will need to provide an updated Syllabus with this form that indicate that the course: 

o Is a General Education course  

o Includes the language from the Student Learning Outcomes below 

• The completed form and syllabus should be submitted to curriculum@esf.edu after receiving 
all signatures 

Contact Information 
 

Proposer name:  

Contact email: 

Contact phone: 

Department: 

Course Prefix, Number and Title: 

US History and Civic Engagement Student Learning Outcomes 
For each of the student learning outcomes, please provide please describe how course instruction will 
be designed to achieve these outcomes. Also please state how you assess that particular student 
learning outcome in your course.  

Either a written narrative in paragraph form or a bulleted list will be accepted. For US History and Civic 
Engagement the student learning outcomes are:  

Students will  

• demonstrate understanding of United States’ society and/or history, including the diversity of 
individuals and communities that make up the nation; 

• understand the role of individual participation in US communities and government; and 
• apply historical and contemporary evidence to draw, support, or verify conclusions. 
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Student Learning Outcome 1: Demonstrate understanding of United States’ society and/or history, 
including the diversity of individuals and communities that make up the nation. 

 

Course Instruction will be designed to meet this outcome by:  

 

 

 

 

 

Students will be assessed through:  

 

 

 

Student Learning Outcome 2: Understand the role of individual participation in US communities and 
government. 

 

Course Instruction will be designed to meet this outcome by:  

 

 

 

 

 

Students will be assessed through:  

 

 

 



 
Student Learning Outcome 3: Apply historical and contemporary evidence to draw, support, or verify 
conclusions. 

 

Course Instruction will be designed to meet this outcome by:  

 

 

 

 

 

Students will be assessed through:  
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	text1: Dr. Lee Newman and Daniel Collins
	text2: lanewman@esf.edu; dbcollin@esf.edu
	text3: (315) 470-4937
	text4: Environmental Science
	text5: EHS 150 - US History and Environmental Health
	text6: This course is designed to cover US history in a timeline with an added lens of environmental health. It will still cover all major time periods from Pre-Colonial to the Present Day, focusing on specific historical environmental health-related events in those time periods. To fully understand the context in which those events took place, lecture material will be presented that 'sets the stage' of the socio-political climate in the time period, as well as related events. Because many of the historical events that fall under the environmental health topics greatly impacts minorities and economically disadvantaged people, their stories will have a chance to be highlighted over the timeline of the course. Additionally, students will be encouraged to reflect upon how historical events leave lasting impacts that persist for decades, even thinking of colonial events that still have ramifications in the modern day.
	text7: Quizzes and discussions in each unit will have questions that focus on the social and historical context of the events in question. These questions will range from the specific dates of an event, to information about key players in the development, and how impacts continued on to influence and impact up to modern day.
	text8: In each unit of the course, there is a plan to detail a major agency or individual who contributed to the development of the related environmental health field, or was instrumental in addressing the health crisis in the specified time period. For example, a profile of Alice Hamilton and her work relating to phossy jaw, as students learn about occupational health and safety. Students will also look at the social context of the historical time periods to understand who were the major individuals involved in a topic, as well as the broader public sentiment and behavior. Together, these lessons should form a strong understanding of how individuals can affect change, through the actions of elected officials, the role of community organizing, and the ways in which private citizens can advocate for change and improvement across all sectors of government. 
	text9: Students will develop a case study of their own historical and environmental health topic, and a similar individual profile will be part of that, to examine the individual's contribution to the scientific field and the results of their actions in a socio-political context. 
	text10: In each unit, there will be a case study of a particular event. As part of this case study, students will be challenged to analyze an event from different perspectives: social, political, economic, environmental health, historical impacts, etc. Early on in the course, this will be done collaboratively, as a class, to build the skill set needed, but as time goes on, more and more of this work will be done independently, so that class time can shift to focusing on the impacts and broader reaching effects that these events had. When possible, primary sources will be used, to allow students to come to their own conclusions, and then verify or refute them through the examination of secondary sources. 
	text11: Early in the course, students will have guided analysis of the case studies presented in class. As the course progresses, more of that analysis will be done independently, but following guidelines set out in class. These analyses can then be assessed to ensure proper comprehension of the topic, as well as documenting a developing skill set for formulating conclusions based upon evidence. 
Additionally, students will be expected to develop a case study of their own as their final project for the course. This will involve them drawing upon the historical evidence, and our modern understanding of environmental health, to tell the story of a major historical event/time period through this lens. They will need to amass resources, cite them properly, and use them to justify a particular conclusion about the impact this event had on the historical timeline of the United States.


