State University of New York College of
Environmental Science and Forestry

General Education Course Supplement: Communication (Written & Oral)

Academic Affairs Committee

o Pleasefill out form if you are proposing for a current or new course to be considered to
become a part of the SUNY General Education Framework for Communication (Written &
Oral).

e You will need to provide an updated Syllabus with this form that indicate that the course:
o IsaGeneral Education course

o Includes the language from the Student Learning Outcomes below

e The completed form and syllabus should be submitted to curriculum@esf.edu after receiving
all signatures

Contact Information

Proposer name: Tyler Dorholt
Contact email: tfdorhol@esf.edu

Contact phone: 315-382-7689

Department: ~ Writing Program

Course Prefix, Number and Title: EWP 190: Writing and the Environment

Communication (Written and Oral): Student Learning Outcomes

For each of the student learning outcomes, please provide please describe how course instruction will
be designed to achieve these outcomes. Also please state how you assess that particular student
learning outcome in your course.

Either a written narrative in paragraph form or a bulleted list will be accepted. For Communication
(Written and Oral), the student learning outcomes are:

Students will

e research a topic, develop an argument, and organize supporting details; and

e demonstrate coherent college-level communication (written and oral) that informs, persuades,
or otherwise engages with an audience; and

e evaluate communication for substance, bias, and intended effect; and

e demonstrate the ability to revise and improve written and oral communication
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Student Learning Outcome 1: Research a topic, develop an argument, and organize supporting
details.

Course Instruction will be designed to meet this outcome by:

Students will be guided through readings, formal assignments, and models of writing to create a platform for students to
understand what is needed of them. Classes are structured to be part lecture, part discussion, and part practice, so each
class period builds on the ranges these three separate approaches illuminate.

Students will be assessed through:

Rubric-centered evaluation sheets, participation, and discussion posts.

Student Learning Outcome 2: Demonstrate coherent college-level communication (written and oral)
that informs, persuades, or otherwise engages with an audience.

Course Instruction will be designed to meet this outcome by:

Practicing discussion and writing through both small and large groups and learning to speak on behalf of groups about
ideas related to assigned texts. Classes are balanced to be part discussion, part workshop, and part lecture, so students
speak and write almost every class. Students will meet the oral requirement by presenting their chosen thesis topics and
learning to speak at greater length about the ideas each unit focuses on. They will meet their written component by writing
three separate portfolios and numerous shorter assignments.

Students will be assessed through:

Rubric-centered evaluation sheets, participation, and discussion posts.



State University of New York College of
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Student Learning Outcome 3: Evaluate communication for substance, bias, and intended effect.

Course Instruction will be designed to meet this outcome by:

Students will be guided through real scenarios that reveal the complexities of purpose and audience. Classes are structured
to be part lecture, part discussion, and part practice, so each student spends time analyzing, discussing, and practicing
what it's like to meet intended effect without bias.

Students will be assessed through:

Rubric-centered evaluation sheets, participation, and discussion posts.

Student Learning Outcome 4: Demonstrate the ability to revise and improve written and oral
communication.

Course Instruction will be designed to meet this outcome by:

Practicing discussion and writing through both small and large groups and learning to speak on behalf of groups about
ideas related to assigned texts. Classes are balanced to be part discussion, part workshop, and part lecture, so students
speak and write almost every class. Students will meet the oral requirement by presenting their chosen thesis topics and
learning to speak at greater length about the ideas each unit focuses on. They will meet their written component by writing
three separate portfolios and numerous shorter assignments.

Students will be assessed through:

Rubric-centered evaluation sheets, participation, and discussion posts.
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