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This form is to be used for minor changes only (i.e. name changes, non-curricular changes). Approvals will be
posted on the Academic Affairs website.

Proposer name: Martin Dovciak

Contactemail:  mgoyciak@esf.edu

Contact phone: 315-395-2597

Department: EnVironmental Biology

1. Course Information

Course Prefix and Number: EFB 523

Course Title: Tropical Ecology

2. Description of the change:

Include a copy of the Course Proposal Form showing the updated detailed course description with this form. Show
“track changes” in the document. Send the completed documents curriculum@esf.edu.

Two types of minor revisions are needed:

(1) Clarification of the registration process in the course description and on MySlice to
ensure students understand that both (a) the course fee deposit and (b) instructor approval are
required before registering (the course has an overseas travel component over Spring break
that requires travel bookings to occur during the Fall semester, including prior to registration).

(2) Minor updates to the field trip description to reflect changes in ecosystems visited while
abroad and to make the description more general in case future changes in location are
required (e.g., past changes from Dominica to Ecuador and later to Panama).

The revised course description is below (w/changes tracked in a separate Word document):
"One lecture (1.5 hr) per week coupled with a period of intensive hands-on field study over
spring break in a tropical country. Principles of tropical ecology, nature conservation, and
sustainable resource management are presented in class and during field trips to a variety of
tropical terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems such as tropical rain forests, cloud forests,
seasonally dry forests, freshwater rivers, coral reefs and mangroves. Comparisons with north
temperate ecosystems are made. Counts as Field-Experience Directed Elective in EFB.
Spring. Appropriate fees apply in addition to travel and lodging costs. Prerequisite: One year of
college biology and a general ecology course. Instructor permission and payment of a
nonrefundable travel deposit are required prior to registration."
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3. Academic Affairs Committee and Office of Academic Administration Approval/Denial

For Academic Affairs Committee and the Office of Academic Administration use only.
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