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Free Tuition Helps, but College Still Carries a Big Price Tag

How will the New York State
Excelsior Scholarship
affect students and scholarships?

On April 9, 2017, the New York State
legislature passed Governor Cuomo’s
proposal for free public college tuition
for families making less than $125,000.
The program will be implemented for
the Fall 2017 academic semester and
phased in over the next three years.
While “free tuition” sounds like financial freedom, the bottom line is quite a
different picture.

What are the Requirements?

To be eligible for the Excelsior Scholarship, students must:
• Be a NYS resident whose family
household adjusted gross income (as
filed on your 2015 federal tax return)
does not exceed $100,000 for the 20172018 academic year. The adjusted
gross income level will increase over

the next two years to $110,000 in 2018–
2019 and reach the limit of $125,000
in 2019–2020.
• Attend a SUNY or CUNY (City
University of New York) two- or fouryear degree program.
• File the Free Application for Student
Aid (FAFSA) along with the New York
State Tuition Assistant Program (TAP)
application, if necessary, each year.
• Complete the Excelsior Scholarship
application.
• Take a minimum of 12 credits per
semester and a total of 30 credits per
year (this can include January and
summer sessions).
• Plan to live and work in New York
following graduation for the length
of time they participate in the
scholarship program.
• Maintain good academic standing as
defined by the student’s institution.
• Be on track to complete an
Associate’s Degree in two years or
a Bachelor’s Degree in four years.
Students in approved five-year degree
programs would be eligible for
their 5th year if they are on track to
complete their degree.

How It Works

Students eligible for the Excelsior program will receive support up to

$6,470 per year minus any other grants
and scholarships. This includes TAP,
Pell, tuition credits paid through SUNY/
CUNY, or other scholarships that are not
specifically designated for costs other
than tuition.

tuition

$6,470

••
••

$2,650
$2,200
$500
$1,120

TAP
Pell
SUNY Tuition Credit
Excelsior Program

alumni (those celebrating 45 years or
less) will begin with the Alumni Association Annual Meeting at 4:30 p.m. on
Friday afternoon. Join us as we review
the activities from the previous year and
talk about some of the new initiatives for
the current year.
Senior Reunion Attendees
For a full schedule of events
and a reservation form, visit
www.esf.edu/alumni/fallweekend/

Exciting Programs

Our “Welcome Reception” for alumni will start at 5:30 p.m. in the scenic
Gateway Center…the first hour of the
reception will be just for our returning
alumni and their guests. It is a great
time to meet up with your fellow classmates, get your class photos taken and
reminisce a bit. Then at 6:30 p.m., our
current students and their families will
join in the celebration. The Reception
will feature heavy hors d’ouevres (really a meal) and beverages. As an added
bonus, members of the Ecotones, ESF’s
very-own a cappella vocal group, will be
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plenty of opportunities to mingle and reconnect. There is no better
time of the year to come “home” and catch up on all that has been
going on since you left, not only at the College, but with your fellow
classmates. So get in touch with your old friends and make plans to
come to Syracuse for a weekend full of fun!
Honoring Senior Alumni

Please see EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP, Page 3

The Fine Print

Any scholarship funds that a student
receives from an outside source that has
not been specifically designated for a
college expense other than tuition, will
be subtracted from the Excelsior Scholarship. For example, if a student has
a tuition balance of $1,000 after TAP
and Pell have been applied, the outside

October 26–29, 2017
Senior Reunion and
Alumni & Family Fall Weekend
your fellow ESF alumni as well as current students and their
Join
families for our annual Fall Weekend, packed with activities and

We begin the celebrations on Thursday evening with a dinner honoring our
“senior alumni.” We will be hosting an
Alumni Dinner for those that have graduated 50 years ago or more. While the
Class of 1967 will be the honored class,
we will also welcome back members
from the classes of 1962, 1957 and 1952.
Group photos of all of the classes will be
taken and later mailed to everyone as a
memento of the event.
Friday morning will start with a behind-the-scenes visit to the ESF Archives
with Jane Verostek ’92, Associate Librarian. Following the Archives, we will be
hosting a Senior Reunion brunch where
we will be joined by College President
Dr. Quentin Wheeler, along with several Department Chairs who can answer
your questions about the College today.
After brunch, we’re very excited to announce that Environmental & Forest
Biology Chair Dr. Donald Leopold will
be taking all senior alumni on an exclusive “Dendro-Walk” around campus and
through Oakwood Cemetery.
Events that will include our younger

scholarship would be applied to that balance prior to any Excelsior Scholarship
funds being awarded.
A student can lose the scholarship if
they do not continue to meet the eligibility requirements. For example, students
must enroll in at least 12 credits per
term and complete 30 credits per year to
continue to receive the scholarship. Once
you have lost the scholarship, you are not
eligible to reapply.
The student must live in New York
State for the number of years equal to
awards received. For example, if you received the Excelsior Scholarship for four
years while getting your bachelor’s degree, you must live in New York State
for four years after college. In addition,
if you are working during those years,
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Page 28
on hand to entertain us with their musical stylings. Along those lines, be sure
to check out the “Coffee Haus” talent
showcase in the Alumni Lounge following the Reception. You will be amazed
at the talents of our students and faculty. Please note that alumni are strongly
encouraged to participate in the “Coffee Haus.” If you have a talent that you
would like to perform, please plan on
doing so!
Saturday brings another full day of
activities starting with a 5K Fun Run/
Walk around campus and Oakwood
Cemetery at 8 a.m. We’ll be selling special Fun Run t-shirts to benefit the ESF
Athletics Program. The Fun Run will
be followed by a continental breakfast
with Dr. Wheeler in Marshall Hall, and
then a variety of opportunities to meet
and mingle with students and faculty
throughout the day. Activities will include tours of the ESF greenhouses, the
Gateway Center’s Green Roof, and the
Roosevelt Wildlife Collection. We’ll also
be offering the dendro-walk with Dr.
Don Leopold, a special presentation on
the Centennial of Bray Hall, ESF Ath-

letics games and demos, a chance to
learn about the groundbreaking American chestnut project at our Lafayette
Road Experiment Station, an Activities
Fair, the BBQ, and so much more. Be
sure to check out the full schedule of
events on-line at www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend.
Finally, to wrap up Saturday’s activities, the annual “Taste of CNY” will be
held in the Gateway Center. The “taste”
will feature snacks, beer, wine and hard
cider (non-alcoholic beverages will also
be provided) produced right here in New
York State. This is a great way to cap-off
your day, or to make plans to get together
with fellow alumni on Saturday evening.

Sunday Activities Return

For the second year in a row, we are
pleased to be able to offer activities on
Sunday! Make plans to join us in the
Gateway Center for a “bon voyage” Pancake Breakfast featuring ESF’s very-own
maple syrup produced at Heiberg Forest.
We have arranged for several exciting
programs for you to participate in bePlease see OCTOBER FALL WEEKEND, Page 3
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❛❛ This ambassador program is an important and

highly valued part of our growing success
in making ESF better known across the country.❜❜
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s we kick off a new academic
year, we have a chance to welcome the newest members of
the ESF community — about 320 firstyear students and 200 transfer students
at the main campus in Syracuse and 50
students at The Ranger School — all
while celebrating the contributions of
our alumni, who are having a positive
impact on the success of our recruitment efforts.
The combined talents of our alumni and the hard work of the staff members in our Office of Alumni Relations
and Office of Undergraduate Admissions have led to the creation of the ESF
Alumni Ambassador Program. This innovative approach to recruitment has
paired our alumni, who understand the
ESF ethos better than anyone, with prospective undergraduates who are looking for the right college fit.
To borrow a commonly used sustainability term, it’s akin to a closed-loop
system. Graduating students leave ESF
to establish themselves in careers, then
they become ESF ambassadors and help
recruit the next generation of students
to fill the labs and classrooms at their
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alma mater. This ambassador program
is an important and highly valued part
of our growing success in making ESF
better known across the country.
The numbers tell the story. This year
ESF received applications from prospective students in 48 states, the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico. Our reach
among prospective students within the
United States is broader than in years past.
As we are developing a bold plan to
increase ESF visibility across the country and increase the size and diversity of
our applicant pool, an impressive and
loyal army of ESF graduates have extended our reach to 35 states. Current
funding and personnel levels in our Admissions Office mean that our very capable staff simply can’t be everywhere at
once, engaging with every high school
student who might be a future Mighty
Oak. Our alumni help to fill that gap.
Since the Office of Alumni Relations
established the Alumni Ambassador
Program in 2014, 77 ESF alumni have
volunteered to represent the College at
133 college fairs in 24 states.
Expanding the student body’s geographic base will help ESF achieve

financial sustainability but, more importantly, it encourages diversity by every measure among the nation’s future
environmental leaders. Residents of
California, for instance, face some environmental challenges that are unique
to their region as well as others that are
similar to those we grapple with in New
York. Students from opposite ends of
the country have much to learn from
each other, just as professionals do.
These new students will be among
our next generation of environmental
leaders, taking their place in the growing ranks of alumni enriching our recruitment system.
I encourage our alumni, especially those who live outside of New York
State, to participate in the program. You
can start by contacting the Office of
Alumni Relations at alumni@esf.edu,
315-470-6632.
To all of you who are already involved as Alumni Ambassadors, I extend my sincere thanks, and I look
forward to many more years of successful partnership. 1
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hile it has only been nine
months since I became the
Alumni Association President,
there have been quite a few changes at
the College. We welcomed Dr. Nosa
Egiebor as the new Provost and Executive Vice President, Dr. Christopher Nomura was appointed Vice President for
Research, the new Director of College
Libraries, Matthew Smith was hired in
June and Dr. Malika Carter, the Chief Diversity Officer will be joining us this
summer.
We have also seen several longtime
faculty members retire this year, including Dr. Ralph Nyland ’58, Richard Hawks
’72, George Kyanka, Chuck Maynard
and Jack Manno ’92. These five faculty
members served a total of 203 years at
the College! We will certainly miss their
experience and knowledge.
As for the Alumni Association, we
are going strong and planning for the
future. This past March, the Association
held our second annual board retreat to
brainstorm as a group about what we
hope to accomplish in the new fiscal
year. We came away with a number of
new initiatives for our 2017–2018 Strategic Action Plan. One area that garnered
particular interest was how to best serve,
and involve, our more recent graduates.
As a result, the Association decided that
for the first two years after graduation,
membership in the Alumni Association
would be free and in years 3–5, membership would be offered at a 50% discount.
It is our hope that through this program
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the younger alumni will see the benefits
of belonging to the Association, which
will in turn lead to a more active and
connected alumni population.
In order to involve even more alumni, we have been hosting small regional events across the country. Over the
last year or so we have hosted events in
Rochester, Albany, Boston, New Orleans,
Connecticut, Philadelphia and Chicago.
I even hosted an event while I was out
in the Los Angeles area this past June.
These gatherings are a great way of connecting ESF alumni living in proximity
to each other who may not even know it!
One of my goals is to continue to make
this program grow and I would love to
help any alumni interested in hosting an
event in your area. Just contact the Alumni Office and they will be glad to help!
One of the more rewarding benefits
of being the Alumni Association President is the opportunity to speak to our
most recent graduates during Commencement. My address this past May
centered around one of my favorite stories, The Lorax, by Dr. Seuss and highlighted the concepts of stewardship and
sustainability. While the story was written in 1971, the lessons are still just as
relevant today and who better to “speak
for the trees” than the next generation
of ESF alumni.
I also reminded our graduates that
are all now part of a much larger ESF
family and it is important to keep in
touch. Reach out to fellow alumni by
participating in events on campus or in

your local area, by becoming an Alumni
Ambassador or a mentor. This is another goal I have as President; to help build
those connections.
Keep in touch with the Alumni Office, update your information, mentor
current ESF students or recent graduates, and become an Alumni Ambassador helping to recruit future ESF
students in your local area. Remember
to keep up-to-date on our alumni events
via our website (www.esf.edu/alumni),
like us on Facebook and follow us on
Instagram and Twitter.
I am excited to see what the rest of
the year brings and hope to hear from
many of you with ideas and suggestions. Please feel free to contact me at
thayerann@yahoo.com 1

ESF ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
MISSION STATEMENT
Adopted by the ESF Alumni Association
Board of Directors on June 10, 2014.

The College of Environmental Science and Forestry Alumni Association
is a group of individuals concerned
with the promotion, achievements
and heritage of the College.
The Association, working as a partner with the College, assists and promotes the College in the attainment
of its objectives.
The Association serves to cultivate
friendship and cooperation among
the alumni and to assist them however appropriate within the capabilities
of the Association.
The Association represents the
alumni in the affairs of the College
by acting as a facilitator between and
among alumni, students, faculty, staff
and administration.
The Association provides programs
and services to benefit alumni, ESF
students and the College.

www.esf.edu/alumni SUMMER 2017 Alumni News 3
EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP
Continued from Page 1

you must work in New York State. Failure to meet these requirements will result in the conversion of the award to a
10-year interest-free loan.

What does this mean for ESF students?

Using the current population of students, and the guidelines set forth by the
Excelsior Scholarship Program for the
2017–2018 academic year, an estimated
7.4% of students may be eligible for at
least some portion of the Excelsior Scholarship. If the adjusted gross income level
is raised to $125,000, that number could
increase to approximately 9%.
That means that for a large portion
of our student population, the Excelsior Scholarship would have no effect on
their financial aid package. These students rely on personal and family loans
in addition to the scholarships provided by the College and the ESF College
Foundation to offset the balance of their

bill. For a typical first-year in-state student, the average yearly cost of an ESF
education (including tuition, room and
board, fees, etc.) is $25,890. For an outof-state student, the cost rises to $35,940
per year. As you can see, free tuition
does not mean a free education.
The support that the College is able
to provide to our students through
scholarships and grants is invaluable
in helping our students complete their
degrees on time, and maintaining a
manageable debt level. This is in no
small part due to the continued support of our students by our alumni and
other supporters. Through the creation
of endowed scholarships, planned giving and individual contributions to the
ESF Annual Fund, we are able to provide financial assistance to off-set the
cost of attendance. For many students,
this can mean the difference between
working towards an ESF degree and actually completing one; and more ESF
graduates in the world can only be a
good thing. 1

Partnership with Camp Fire Conservation
Fund Creates New Endowed Professorship

ESF to educate
students at ‘nexus of
wildlife conservation
and public policy’
SF is enhancing its role as a
leader in conservation education by establishing its first endowed wildlife conservation
professorship with support from the
Camp Fire Conservation Fund.
This prestigious new position, the
first of its kind east of the Mississippi
River, will be at the nexus of a unique
three-way partnership that integrates the
expertise of ESF scientists with private
funding from the Camp Fire Conservation Fund and the on-the-ground knowledge of governmental agencies, such as
the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, that identify
conservation problems and need sound
science upon which to base conservation policies.
In addition, the new endeavor will offer students an opportunity to combine
studies in wildlife conservation and public policy through a joint degree with the
Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University.
“You can do the best science in the
world but if you can’t figure out how to
apply that science through effective policy, you can’t accomplish anything,” said
Dr. Jacqueline Frair, Associate Director
of ESF’s Roosevelt Wild Life Station.
“This endowed professorship will allow
us to address the most pressing conservation issues of our time and offer our
students the expertise they will need to
be leaders at the intersection of wildlife
conservation and public policy.”
The Camp Fire Conservation Fund
led an effort to raise $1 million to cre-
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ate the Camp Fire Conservation Fund
Professorship in Wildlife Conservation.
The new position, to be part of ESF’s
Department of Environmental and Forest Biology, will focus on research and
education regarding wildlife management and the important role of hunting
in conservation. It will support ESF’s
efforts to address problems of critical
importance in the Northeast, especially
in New York state, including deer management, conflicts resulting from bearhuman interaction in residential areas
and issues involving moose along the
southern margin of their range in the
Adirondacks.
“This new position will provide unparalleled educational opportunities, attracting the brightest scholars and top
students to ESF,” Frair said. “It will have
enduring conservation impacts across
the country as it supports applied research and produces exceptionally welleducated professionals.”
“The Camp Fire Conservation Fund
is proud to have led the charge to successfully raise $1 million to create the
permanent endowment that will provide financial resources for the program,” said Avery Stirratt, president of
the Fund.
ESF, working through the ESF College Foundation Inc., has formally created the endowed fund and is working
with the Camp Fire Conservation Fund
and New York State Department of Environmental Conservation to identify the
research priorities of the program and
requirements for the professor, who will
be recruited this year.
The professor will be expected to
teach two courses per year, secure extramural support for a robust research and
teaching program, and provide service
to the College, external partners and the
wildlife profession.
“Wildlife management has been part
of ESF’s history from the College’s earliest days,” Frair said. “ESF was the first
college in the country to offer an academic program dedicated to the sustainable use of wildlife, and, currently, we
are home to the fourth-largest fish, wildlife and biodiversity conservation program in the United States. The subject
is part of our institutional DNA. We are
grateful to our partners in the Camp Fire
Conservation Fund for helping ESF take
its wildlife program to the next level.” 1

OCTOBER FALL WEEKEND
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fore you head home, including a birding
tour at the Montezuma Wildlife Refuge,
a nature walk through the Clark Reservation, and a service project at Baltimore
Woods Nature Center.
All alumni are encouraged to check
out the back page of the newsletter for
lodging and reservation information.
Please pay special attention to the various deadlines for hotel reservations.
This is an extremely busy weekend in
the Syracuse area and hotel rooms will
be sold out quickly. Please note that our
“Senior Alumni” reunion years and our
alumni celebrating their Class Reunions
(every 5 years) have already been mailed

a special reservation form and information packet. If you are in one of these
groups and did not receive a packet,
please contact us directly.

Questions & Comments

If you have any questions or comments, please call 315-470-6632 or email
alumni@esf.edu. All reservation and
lodging information along with a full
schedule of events is available on-line at
www.esf.edu/alumni/fallweekend. Hope
to see you back on campus this fall for
a great weekend and a chance to create
new memories! 1

Report from Nicaragua

Alumni Association Student Grant Program
by Julia Woznicki ’17
SF has been traveling with the
Global Student Embassy for
several years now, and each trip
has been a uniquely enriching experience. This year was no exception; the
work achieved in Boaco, Nicaragua was
exceptional, and SUNY ESF contributed
to the on-going projects focused on environmental leadership and sustainable
agriculture.
The trip began with ESF students
arriving in Managua, the capital of Nicaragua, and meeting with the in-country leaders. From there we traveled to a
sustainable agriculture facility, where
we learned more about the projects we
would be contributing to by working
with Asofenix and Cliníca Verde, two
non-profits that specialize in healthcare
and sustainable agriculture, along with
biointensive farming methods. Cliníca
Verde is a free healthcare clinic that offers free maternity care and free organic
produce, grown on-site, to their patients.
We met with the farmers at Cliníca
Verde and learned the proper techniques to grow food sustainably, regardless of the soil quality. Thanks to the
grant provided by the Alumni Association, we were able to purchase tools and
supplies they needed so that we could
help create new organic composting
beds, new seed beds, and a particularly
impressive Mandala bed design that is
being used to cultivate corn and beans.
Students learned about the proper techniques of biointensive farming, and after a three-day workshop, we received
our biointensive farming certificates.
We then traveled to a local school,
where we worked with two teachers
and several students on garden projects
intended to help integrate sustainable
agriculture and environmental consciousness into lesson plans. One task
we achieved was to create three large
soil beds where crops would be grown
for the school. These beds will be used
to provide students with healthy snack
alternatives. Another project we worked
on was installing a water pump system;
this new pump apparatus that we created will provide clean water into a storage
tank located outside of the school. Once
the pump was successfully installed,
we continued to build a drip irrigation
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Students at Cliníca Verde, learning proper
planting and transplant techniques.

ESF/SU Students and local kids and
professors posing with our new water
pump at a local schoolhouse.
system to keep the beds hydrated without wasting excess water. The soil was
tough, and the temperature was hot, but
we learned a lot and established many
new connections with the Boaco community. After a long week, we spent the
last few days reflecting and relaxing on
Laguna De Apoyo, a volcanic crater lake
surrounded by jungle forests and beautiful views. There, we discussed future
environmental leadership opportunities,
and reflected upon what we had learned
in our ten days abroad. 1

Letter of Thanks

Dear Alumni Association: Thank you
so much for your donation toward
my trip to Nicaragua. I had an amazing time and will cherish it forever.
A group of thirty of us from ESF and
Berkeley, California had the opportunity to take a 3 day bio-intensive workshop. We received certificates after
completion and then applied our new
knowledge to local schools. We made
garden beds, installed a water tank, and
built a compost pile. I met amazing
kids and developed great relationships
with the group members and our leaders. I hope to get the chance to go back
one day. Thank you again for making
this trip possible for me.
Sincerely,
Taylor Hendrickson
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Outstanding Service Award 2017 Alumni & Family Fall Weekend
We have been told time and time again that
it was a remarkable experience to observe
Dr. Nyland teaching silviculture to his
undergraduate students.
ach spring at the annual
Central New York Alumni
Dinner, we are proud to
present our Outstanding Alumni
Service Award. This award is in recognition of an individual who has
shown exemplary commitment and
service to our alumni, the Association or the College. This year’s recipient, Dr. Ralph Nyland ’58, has
certainly demonstrated this commitment through his remarkable
half-century of service to the College. Dr. Nyland retired this past
winter after 59 years. Dr. David
Newman, Chair of ESF’s Department of Forest & Natural Resources
Management, presented Ralph with
his award.
The guidance that Dr. Nyland
provided to innumerable students
(now alumni) since he first began at the College in 1958 is both
unique and significant. We have
been told time and time again that
it was a remarkable experience to
observe Dr. Nyland teaching silviculture to his undergraduate students. He was able to share his vast
knowledge in a challenging way
that students always responded to.
When Dr. Nyland received the New
York SAF Award for Forestry and
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Please note, due to maximum capacity regulations on campus, some
events may close prior to the registration deadline. Register early!
Senior Reunion attendees, for a full schedule of events and a reservation
form, visit www.esf.edu/alumni/fallweekend
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27
ESF Alumni Association Annual Meeting | 4:30 p.m. | 313 Bray Hall
Alumni Reception and Class Reunions | 5:30–8:30 p.m. | Gateway Center

➻ limited space, advanced tickets required

Coffee Haus and Campus Talent Show | 7:30 p.m. | Marshall Hall, Alumni (Nifkin) Lounge

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28
5K Fun Run/Walk | 8:00 a.m.
Registration at 7:00 a.m. in Bray Hall Rotunda
Dr. David Newman (left) presented
the Alumni Outstanding Service
Award to Dr. Ralph Nyland ’58 at
the CNY Dinner. Ralph was joined by
his wife, Flora May.
Environmental Education, members of the audience were asked
to stand if they had ever taken a
class or short course with him. Incredibly, over three-quarters of the
250-person audience stood and
acknowledged the debt that they
owed to Dr. Nyland. It is for this
commitment to the education of
ESF students over the past six decades that the Alumni Association
chose to honor him with the 2017
Outstanding Service Award. Congratulations, Ralph! 1

A full listing of Dr. Nyland’s many accomplishments
was published in the last issue of the Alumni News.
To read the full article, visit http://www.esf.edu/alumni/
alumninews/documents/2017winter.pdf

Dr. Kristina M. Johnson
Appointed as New SUNY Chancellor
The ESF community is excited to
welcome Chancellor Johnson and to
work with her to help shape the future
of higher education in New York State.

Coffee with the President | 9:30 a.m.–10:30 a.m. | Alumni (Nifkin) Lounge
Moon Library Open House | 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Tour of the ESF Archives | 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. | Moon Library
Student Affairs Meet and Greet | 10:00 a.m.–1:30 p.m. | Gateway Concourse
Guided Tours of Campus | 10:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., and 1:30 p.m. | Gateway Center
Trees and Shrubs Walking Tour | 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. | Marshall Hall steps
Student and Young Alumni Networking Event | 10:00 a.m. | 110 Moon Library
Tie Dye your Alumni & Family Fall Weekend T-Shirt | 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. | ESF Quad

➻ t-shirts must be pre-ordered, see reservation form on page 28

Activities Fair Carnival | 10:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. | ESF Quad
Woodsmen Team Demo | 11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. | ESF Quad
The History of Bray Hall | 11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. and 2:00–3:00 p.m. | 313 Bray Hall
SPECIALTY TOUR SESSIONS | 11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. and 2:00–3:00 p.m
Roosevelt Wildlife Collection | 12 Illick Hall
Gateway Center Green Roof
Greenhouse Tour
BBQ Session 1 | 12:00 p.m. | Gateway Center
BBQ Session 2 | 1:00 p.m. | Gateway Center
➻ limited space, advanced tickets required
Lafayette Road Experiment Station Tour: Return of the American Chestnut | 2:00 p.m.
A Taste of Central New York | 3:00–5:00 p.m. | Gateway Center

➻ limited space, advanced tickets required

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
Pancake Breakfast | 9:30–11:00 a.m. | Gateway Center

➻ limited space, advanced tickets required

CHOOSE YOUR OWN ACTIVITY– TRANSPORTATION IS ON YOUR OWN!
➻ registration required

Birding Tour | 7:30 a.m. | Montezuma Wildlife Refuge
r. Johnson, a former
Johns Hopkins University
Provost, Dean of the Pratt
School of Engineering at Duke University, and U.S. under Secretary of
Energy, will become the 13th SUNY
Chancellor beginning on September 5, 2017. She will replace Chancellor Nancy L. Zimpher who, after
serving SUNY over the last eight
years, retired in June.
T hroughout her career, Dr.
Johnson has not only been involved
in a variety of areas of academia,
but she also served as a dedicated
public servant, a successful entrepreneur, and an acclaimed inventor. Dr. Johnson is a proven leader
whose experience spans academia,
business and government; an exceptional experience base that will
serve her well in her new role at
SUNY, the largest comprehensive
system of public higher education
in the United States.
Dr. Johnson earned her doctorate in electrical engineering from
Stanford University. She is a mem-

D

ber of the National Academy of Inventors, the National Academy of
Engineering and the Women in
Technology International Hall of
Fame. Johnson holds 42 U.S. patents and was inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame, with
Gary Sharp, for the development of
polarization-control technologies
that enabled high quality 3D movies and TV.
Dr. Johnson is the current
founder and CEO of Cube Hydro
Partners, LLC, which develops hydroelectric generation facilities that
provide clean energy throughout
the country. Throughout her career
Dr. Johnson has been an advocate
for advanced STEM and STEAM
education, and pioneered the creation of jobs through higher education-industry partnerships.
The ESF community is excited
to welcome Chancellor Johnson
and to work with her to help shape
the future of higher education in
New York State. 1

Nature Walk and Plant Identification | 12:00 p.m. | Clark Reservation
Service Project | 12:00 p.m. | Baltimore Woods Nature Center

ESF COLLEGE BOOKSTORE – GATEWAY CENTER

Friday: 1:00–8:00 p.m. | Saturday: 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. | Sunday: 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

College sweatshirts, t-shirts, mugs, maple syrup and more will be available for sale at the ESF
College Bookstore.

Get your 2017 Alumni & Family Fall Weekend T-shirts
now and tie-dye them on Saturday, October 28!

Available
through
pre-sale
only!

White cotton shirt with Forest and Light Green silk-screened design.
Available in sizes S–XXL. Order before Sept. 29th using the registration
form on page 28 or online at http://www.esf.edu/alumni/fallweekend/
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Chemistry

Ivan Gitsov :: igivanov@esf.edu
Chair and Professor
Currently 54 undergraduate and 37 graduate students are studying and
performing research in
the Department of
Chemistry. We are glad to welcome a
new faculty member this academic year.
Assistant Professor Jaime Mirowsky
joined us in the Fall semester as a key
instructor in the ESF Environmental
Health Program. Jointly with PBE, we
were successful in establishing a new undergraduate program in renewable materials, which will start in the Fall of 2017.
A faculty search has been ongoing for an
organic materials chemist to teach within the renewable materials program.
The Department opened the festivities for its 100th anniversary with the ESF
Chemistry Centennial Lecture delivered
by our distinguished alum, Dr. Ronald J.
Eby B.S. ’69, M.S. ’72 and Ph.D. ’74, recipient of the National Medal of Technology and Innovation (medicine) for his
work on the Prevnar vaccine. President
Wheeler, students, faculty, and alumni,
attended the lecture, which was followed
by a celebratory dinner that featured over
200 images depicting the history of the
Department. Eastman Chemical Company generously sponsored the entire event
with the active assistance from alum Dr.
Deepanjan Bhattacharya Ph.D. ’03.

Please, visit our website for news on
upcoming Centennial events. We welcome all alumni to join us during these
celebrations and contribute towards fellowships and endowments for the future
generations of FCH students.
Dr. Neal Abrams welcomed four undergraduates into his lab this year, Emilee
Gizowski ’18, Gabbi Iacono ’18, Tom McKean SU ’17 and Jacob Shave ’17. Tom was
a Syracuse University student doing
joint research with Neal and Dr. Chris
Nomura’s lab. Jacob, our Departmental
Scholar, graduated this year after completing many semesters of excellent research and presented at the Spotlight on
Research. Dr. Abrams presented some of
this research at this year’s Northeastern
Regional Meeting of the ACS on topics
including photocatalytic oxide templating and integrated introductory science
laboratories. When he’s not in the lab,
Dr. Abrams continues to teach the introductory chemistry labs and a course
on renewable energy. He also took on
the role of Graduate Curriculum Coordinator this spring and looks forward to
working with the current and incoming
graduate students and faculty to further
enhance our strong graduate program.

He continues to work extensively with
Outreach where he developed several
new professional development courses
for secondary education and is currently
building ESF’s first set of open online
solar installation courses and co-leads a
similar solar course on campus.
Avik Chatterjee: Recent measurements of the conductivity in carbon
nanotube-epoxy nanocomposites performed by the group of C. Grimaldi, et
al., at the EPFL, for nanotubes with various length distributions. Preliminary
results from these measurements are
broadly consistent with theoretical predictions by our group from 2013.
Dr. Theodore Dibble will be joining
the NASA/JPL Data Evaluation Panel
for #19 in the series “Chemical Kinetics and Photochemical Data for Use in
Atmospheric Studies”. Every three years
the Panel of about a dozen scientist reviews the literature and provides recommendations that are widely used by
atmospheric scientists. Dr. Dibble has
also collaborated with atmospheric scientists from Harvard to better understand
the mechanism and kinetics by which
atomic mercury in the atmosphere is
oxidized to Hg(II) compounds. The rate
of this process largely limits the rate of
mercury transfer from the atmosphere to
ecosystems.
Dr. Kelley Donaghy taught general
chemistry I and II, inorganic chemistry, the first year graduate seminar, and
environmental scholars global climate
change I and II. She switched to paper
homework in general chemistry which
meant a significant increase in the role
and responsibilities of our undergraduate teaching assistants and is indebted
to them as well as to the graduate TA’s
in making this happen. The results were
significant improvements in exam scores
and a huge reduction in complaints
stemming from online homework.
Sometimes the traditional approach
works best.
In research, her undergraduate students finished the work on polymer metal clay, that is turning laboratory waste
into jewelry, which will be published this
fall, and another project finding new and
greener methods of dyeing with indigo
will be completed this summer. She has
a new MS student, Adrienne Phillips who
is investigating macrocyclic water-soluble
boron hydride compounds. One of her
undergraduate research students, Adriana Palucci, will be attending the University of Baylor in Waco, Texas in the fall to
pursue a Masters in nutritional science.
Undergraduate advisee and Environmental Scholar, Jacob Shave, was named the
Chemistry Department Scholar and will
be working with Kodak Specialty Chemicals in Rochester, New York. Congratulations to them both!
Dr. Ivan Gitsov reports that Xin Liu
and Dieter Scheibel are working on several exciting synthetic projects aimed
at the synthesis and characterization of
Janus dendrimers, amphiphilic lineardendritic copolymers and stimuli-responsive copolymers based on unnatural
poly(tyrosine). All of these new materials
are currently investigated in the group
and in collaboration with teams at Uni-

versity of Buffalo, Stony Brook University
and the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology as complex nanoreactors/nanocatalysts for environmentally friendly
reactions and as key components in new
therapeutic applications.
Former students Kevin Lambrych ’98
and Caiping Lin ’09 advanced in their
professional careers. Kevin will establish
and maintain the direction of the new
Ashland Corrosion Science Center and
Caiping will serve as Senior Research
Scientist in Arkema.
The hard work of many previous and
current students was acknowledged with
the SUNY Chancellor Award for Excellence in Scholarship and Creative Activities received by Dr. Ivan Gitsov in May.
He was also nominated for the Pitagoras Award of the Bulgarian Ministry of
Education and Science for meritorious
achievements in scientific and educational activities.
Huiting Mao’s Ph.D. student, Ying
Zhou, won the 2017 Szwarc Award (this
award was established in memory of
world-renowned chemist Michael Szwarc by his children to assist graduate
students studying in the field of physical
chemistry). Ying’s dissertation research
is on the trends in surface and tropospheric ozone and their driving mechanisms. Ph.D. student Zhuyun (Julia) Ye
won a travel award to the 13th International Conference of Mercury as a Global
Pollutant that was held in Rhode Island
this July. Julia also published a paper in
the journal Atmospheric Chemistry and
Physics entitled “Investigation of processes controlling mercury cycling at
midlatitudinal marine, coastal, and inland sites using a mercury box model”,
which presented findings in atmospheric mercury cycling using observations
combined with a state-of-the-art mercury
chemistry model she had developed.
Jaime Mirowsky joined the SUNY
ESF Chemistry Department in October of 2016 as an Assistant Professor.
Mirowsky’s research focuses on measuring the health impacts of air pollution and identifying people that may
be at increased risk of experiencing adverse health effects, focusing largely on
air particulates and their metal contents.
Mirowsky also created a new course focusing on environmental sampling
methods and analyses, which has a lab
component as well, and is looking forward to working with members of the
ESF community.
Dr. Art Stipanovic ’74/’79 currently
teaches Analytical Chemistry I (FCH
380) and Polymer Properties and Technology (FCH 552) which he inherited
upon Professor Winter’s retirement.
He claims that “if I ever thought I’d be
teaching this polymer course someday,
I would have paid more attention when
I took it back in 1974 !” His research is
focused on the wood-based biorefinery
aimed at converting polysaccharides to
renewable fuels, chemicals and biodegradable plastics. He is especially excited by a serendipitous discovery in
his lab that certain water-soluble molecules found in maple wood can significantly enhance the production rate and
yield of ethanol from wood-based sugars when fermented by Saccharomyces
cerevisiae. Ph.D. student, Scott Bergey,
is working hard to turn this discovery
into a commercially useful approach to
enhancing the productivity of an ethanol biorefinery. NYSERDA, the USDA
and the DOE have financially supported this work. Over the past year, three
undergraduate students have worked
on projects ranging from algal bio-oils
to the development of high-throughput
chemometric methods for biomass com-

positional analysis based on NIR spectroscopy. In addition to his research
efforts, he helped organize the 9th Annual NYS Biotechnology Symposium at
ESF contributing a session on “Brewing:
The Original Biotechnology.” He also
coordinates ESF’s involvement at the
Syracuse Center of Excellence in Environmental Systems and Energy (Biofuels Pilot Plant) and is an Advisory Board
member for the CNY Biotechnology Accelerator, a new venture incubator located near the ESF campus. Finally, despite
his best efforts, the team that Art enters
annually into the Alumni Golf Tournament continues to do very poorly despite
their Hawaiian attire ! (See our picture
in the Alumni News – Winter 2017).
Mark Teece’s research group continued their research into modern and
ancient microbialites that are rare carbonate structures that grow in some
lakes across the world. Tyler Shields
graduated this year with a Masters
studying these ecosystems along with
colleagues from Earth Sciences at Syracuse University. Sierra Jech began her
MS studies looking at the growth of
these microbialites in Fayetteville Green
Lake and will be traveling to the Great
Salt Lake in Utah this summer to continue her research. Sierra wrote, and was
awarded, two grants and scholarships
this year to support her research. Sierra
is a member of the 2017 Team USA Nordic Ski team that competed in the World
University Games in Almaty, Kazakhstan. While there, she also conducted a
research project on the environmental
impacts of ski waxes. The Teece group
published papers with colleagues from
EFB and Mexico on water use by tropical
plants, and a collaboration with librarians from Moon Library on research
strategies in chemistry classes. Dr. Teece
taught the Survey of Chemical Principles
Lecture and Lab for non-science majors,
Careers Skills for Chemists, a graduate
class in Stable Isotope tracers and guest
lectures in SU classes. 1

Environmental
and Forest Biology

Donald J. Leopold :: djleopold@esf.edu
Chair and Distinguished Teaching
Professor
Dr. Brian Leydet, Assistant Professor, began his
employment at ESF this
past August. Dr. Leydet
was hired to teach Epidemiology as part of ESF’s undergraduate
Environmental Health major as well as
contribute in many other ways. His research interests are focused on tick-transmitted diseases in people. Dr. Gordon
Paterson, toxicologist in EFB who was a
key part of the Environmental Health initiative, left ESF in December for a position at Michigan Tech. EFB is in the final
stages of filling that position so the new
toxicologist should be at ESF this
August.
Three EFB faculty were notified in
April that effective September 1 of this
year, they have been promoted. Drs. Jonathan Cohen and Greg McGee ’93/’98 have
been promoted to Associate Professor
and awarded Continuing Appointment
(i.e., tenure). Dr. Tom Horton has been
promoted to Professor.
Dr. Beth Folta, Assistant Professor
and coordinator of the undergraduate
major in Environmental Education and
Interpretation, has resigned her ESF
position to become the Curator of Education at the North Carolina Zoo (Asheboro, NC). In this new position Dr. Folta
Please see DEPARTMENT UPDATES, Page 6
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will lead and administer all activities related to educational programming and
volunteer services at the Zoo. We anticipate having authorization soon to replace
her, to maintain this important major
and related graduate area of study at ESF.
Bridget McMaster, Instructional Support Specialist in EFB and instrumental in assisting with General Biology
Lab, Environmental Microbiology, Forest Pathology, and other plant science
courses, retired this June after 27 years
in this position. The department has
been authorized to replace her. Another EFB instructional support specialist,
Ron Giegerich ’78, was recognized at this
spring’s employee reception for his forty
years (and counting!) of service to ESF as
manager of the Roosevelt Wild Life Collection, among other duties. In February,
Ron accompanied Dr. James Gibbs and
the preserved Lonesome George (the last
known Pinta Island tortoise) to its new
home in Ecuador, the Symbol of Hope
Exhibition Hall in Puerto Ayora.
Of the College awards announced at
the May Academic Governance meeting,
Dr. John Farrell ’91/’98 was given the ESF
Exemplary Research Award, largely due
to his leadership of the Thousand Island
Biological Station, his sustained and significant grantsmanship and publication
record, and training of many graduate
students.
Dr. Robin Kimmerer ’75 was the featured cover story in the Syracuse New
Times in October and in the same
month, was one of four women in science recognized for outstanding achievement in advancing the cause of the
environment and social environmental
issues during the 2016 SUNY Environmental Science and Forestry’s Feinstone
Environmental Awards. The awards were
established in 1976 by Sol Feinstone (a
1915 College of Forestry graduate), a wellknown historian and author.
The faculty in EFB annually bring in
about one-third of all extramural support
to ESF. Among the many important research grants received this past year, Dr.
Rebecca Rundell’s nearly one-half million
dollar award from the National Science
Foundation is especially significant as
this award will pay a good portion of the
specimen storage that will be installed in
the Roosevelt Wild Life Education and
Research Center being constructed in
the basement of the Gateway Building.
The College has additional funds from
the state for this project.
Led by Dr. Lee Newman, a group of
ESF faculty is developing teaching and
research programs with Tyumen State
University in southwestern Siberia. Dr.
Newman and colleagues travelled to TSU
last July and hosted a group of administrators and professors from TSU in October. Tyumen, Russia is in the southern
portion of the vast oil and gas region of
Siberia. Already, TSU has sent one of
their top graduate students to work in
Dr. Newman’s lab and many more student exchanges are anticipated. Additionally, next summer ESF students will
be able to enroll in a month-long summer course that travels from southern to
northern Siberia, through this region, to
study the wildlife there and the effects of
oil and gas extraction on biodiversity.
Two EFB faculty took sabbatical
leaves this past year. During the fall semester, Dr. Alex Weir spent time travelling, working on manuscripts from his
NSF PEET grant, and other writing projects. Dr. Scott Turner spent the spring semester at the Stellenbosch Institute for
Advanced Study in South Africa where

he studied a new research area.
Dr. Melissa Fierke has taken over
the directorship of the Cranberry Lake
Biological Station during a critical time
when that program is now required to
charge tuition to the students who enroll and continued challenges with ever
increasing enrollments for the required
Ecological Monitoring and Biodiversity
Assessment course taught at the Station
each summer. For those who attended
CLBS over the past nearly thirty years,
we are sad to report that Dr. Elaina Tuttle, who studied white-throated sparrows
there, passed last June after a prolonged
battle with cancer.
Due to substantial efforts by Dr. Jacqui Frair, ESF has received a financial
gift from the Camp Fire Club of America
that will establish an endowed professorship in Wildlife Ecology, focused on big
game management. The national search
to fill this position will start soon.
The largest monetary gift to the Roosevelt Wild Life Station of one-half million dollars has established a five-year
program to examine land management
strategies to maximize the conservation
value on agricultural lands. As part of
that effort, overseen by Dr. Gibbs, Director of the Roosevelt Wild Life Station,
EFB alumnus Sam Quinn ’07/’09 (both
degrees in conservation biology) has
been hired as the Research Scientist assisting with this project. This past spring
Sam led a group of ten undergraduates
in a course based at Overlook Farm in
Pennsylvania to examine some of the
most important synergies between conservation and agricultural production.
Also this spring, Sam led the seniors in
the Conservation Biology undergraduate
major on a conservation-focused analysis of the proposed national historic park
at the site of Harriet Tubman’s home in
Auburn.
EFB hosted two very successful Dale
L. Travis lectures this past year. In October, Dr. Gibbs gave a lecture on “Restoring the Giant Tortoise Dynasties of the
Galapagos” and in March, Dr. Frair gave a
presentation on “Top Dog? The Ecological Role of the Coyote in Northeastern
Forests”. Both lectures filled the Gateway
lecture hall to its capacity.
Brittany Washburn ’17, Aquatic and
Fisheries Sciences undergraduate, was
recognized as EFB’s Scholar for the
Class of 2017. Terrance Caviness ’17, Environmental Biology major, was one of
two ESF students to receive the SUNY
Chancellor’s Award for Student Excellence. EFB alumna Robyn Niver ’97 was
recognized at the December commencement as the ESF Graduate of Distinction
– Notable Achievement Award recipient.
Robyn is a senior endangered species
biologist for the USFWS in its Cortland
office and oversees all aspects of the Endangered Species Act’s implementation
in New York.
The Academic Research Building
(ARB)—which is designed and planned
for construction on the north end of
Bray Hall (and east side of Illick Hall)—
as well as the associated Quad landscaping project, have been on hold for a few
months. New York State funding for
these projects is still available, but the
funds have not yet been released by the
NYS Division of Budget. The ARB is one
of a number of projects on hold across
the state. In part, this is due to concern
at the state level regarding the potential
for increased obligations on the state’s
budget as related to the pending Federal
budget, which is in a temporary status
until the end of September. College leadership continues to routinely and actively
engage with NYS legislative leaders, the
Governor’s Office, Division of Budget,

SUNY Construction Fund, and others,
with the goal of moving the project forward rapidly.
Unfortunately, due to the early deadline of this article, I am not able to include the many exciting activities and
accomplishments within EFB the past
academic year. For a full report, I hope
that you will review the Department’s annual report, available through the Department’s website link: http://www.esf.edu/
efb/annualreports.htm. EFB’s enrollments, external funding, and worldwide
attention in the media have never been
better. The department is doing well, because of its excellent students, successful alumni, fine faculty, and dedicated
staff. Please let us know how you are doing, and visit us during the annual Fall
BBQ Weekend/Senior Reunion October
27th–29th. You can contact me directly at
djleopold@esf.edu or 315-470-6760. 1

Environmental Resources
Engineering
Ted Endreny :: te@esf.edu
Chair and Professor

I am pleased to be able to
provide an update on the
outstanding students and
faculty that comprise the
Environmental Resources Engineering Department. During the
ESF Orientation week last August, the
Department welcomed 37 new freshman,
7 new transfer students, and 18 new graduate students, each with outstanding academic experience and potential. By the
close of graduation ceremonies in May
2017, ERE had graduated 36 undergraduates and 7 graduate students. In addition
to this student flux, in the spring of 2017
we hired Dr. Tim Morin as a new faculty
member with expertise in the ecological
engineering of wetlands.
ERE students, faculty and alumni
continued their collaborations through
the capstone design course (fondly
known as P&D) to improve the quality
of life in Central New York. The 2016-17
P&D course, led by Associate Professor
Douglas Daley ’82, once again engaged
29 senior ERE students with projects of
local interest. This year’s projects, representing the breadth, depth and abilities
of ERE students, included: Feasibility
Analysis of Using Anaerobic Digestion
for Food Waste Management (Madison
County Department of Solid Waste); Feasibility Analysis of Gasifier Technology
for Non-Recyclable Agricultural Plastics,
Scrap Tires and Organic Waste (Madison
County Department of Solid Waste); Design and Optimization of Water Quality
Sensors and Wireless Communication
for Citizen Science (Nine Mile Creek Watershed Conservation Council); Design
of Ecological and Recreation Enhancements for the Butternut Feeder Canal
(Town of Dewitt); Feasibility Analysis
to Improve Dewatering of Phosphate
Mine Tailings, Florida (Nalco); Planning
and Design for Ecological, Recreational
and Economic Improvements to the Old
Erie Canal (Madison County Planning
Department); and Assessment and Preliminary Design of Primary Clarifier Improvements at Metro WWTP (Onondaga
County Department of Water Environment Protection). According to project
sponsors, the student-led design efforts
will be incorporated into the next stages
of development and implementation at
the project sites. The students contributed over 3,000 hours of service learning
to their project sponsors, and received
invaluable experience with lab and field
methods, modeling, prototyping, and design to prepare themselves to enter the

engineering profession.
The ESF Spring Banquet on April
22, 2017 was a testament to ERE student
and faculty excellence and service. Rising ERE senior Erica Van Althuis, in her
role as Master of Ceremonies, helped
choreograph the event. Rising ERE senior Ben Taylor, in his role as ESF Undergraduate Student Association (USA)
President, announced and contextualized the highly competitive awards. USA
gave out a total of 13 student awards and
2 faculty awards, selected by the voting
student body. Of the 11 Robin Hood Oak
awards, the following ERE students were
recipients: Lukas Matt ’17 for Academic
Excellence; Grace Belisle ’17 for Academic Excellence; Kristina Macro ’17 for
Community Service; Taylor Brown ’17 for
Community Service; and Nidhi Baid ’17
for Advocacy. The ESF President’s Award
for Student Excellence was given to ERE
graduating senior Mimi Scicchitano ’17,
and the USA Outstanding Academic Advisor was given to Dr. Lindi Quackenbush
’98. In addition, our ERE-led Engineers
without Borders Club was awarded Organization of the Year by ESF’s Division
of Student Affairs.
ERE faculty have been engaged in
several exciting projects. Dr. Giorgos
Mountrakis with his PhD student, Sheng
Yang, conducted a national study on forest consolidation in the U.S. The work
was covered by the New York Times and
the Washington Post (for more information, visit: http://www.aboutgis.com/
media/). Dr. Steve Shaw and his PhD
student, Timothy Ivancic, published a paper in the journal Geophysical Research
Letters on a novel way to identify shifts
in streamflow magnitude in long-term
records. Dr. Chuck Kroll developed a new
course entitled, “Engineering Sustainable Food Systems” which introduced
students to a wide array of system and
sustainable engineering techniques applied to food systems. This course was
developed to support the growing interest among ESF students in food systems
as well as the new Food Studies minor.
In addition, Chuck was awarded a 3-year
$285,000 National Urban and Community Forest Advisory Council grant to assess the uncertainty of the urban forest
characterization and ecosystem services
tool i-Tree (www.itreetools.org) and to
develop a new decision support system
to improve urban forest planning and
management. Dr. Wendong Tao and his
doctoral student, Anayo Ukwuani, invented an ammonia recovery process that
couples vacuum thermal stripping and
acid absorption for production of ammonium sulfate crystals with anaerobic
digestate and ammonia-rich wastewater.
Wendong’s research is going on to refine design considerations for commercialization at biogas facilities, landfills,
and CAFOs. Dr. Neil Murphy received
the SUNY Morrisville “Lifetime Achievement Award” and has been working as
Honorary Chair for the 2017 World Canal
Conference. “Big Neil” is also exploring
new research on the application of nanotechnology to build a water treatment
system for the developing world, and
supervising research on the assessment
of agricultural non-point sources of contaminants to Skaneateles Lake.
Instruction Support Specialist Mark
Storrings ’02 has been taking his experience with spatial technologies (GIS,
Remote Sensing) into the classroom at
ESF, serving as a visiting instructor for
ESF 300, Introduction to Geospatial Information Technologies. Mark was able
to provide a breadth of knowledge and
experience to teach this course, and continue his regular ERE duties. We are
grateful for the contributions made by
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visiting instructors. Chris Somerlot, P.E.
’99/’02 taught Numerical and Computing Methods and GIS-Based Modeling,
John Dunkle, P.E., taught Stormwater
Management, Garth Werner, P.Eng.,
taught Mechanics of Materials, Pilar Lyons ’08 taught Humanitarian Engineering, Greg Mosure, P.E., taught Energy
Systems Engineering, and Matt Marko,
P.E. (Director of Region 7 for NYS DEC
and Chair of the ESF Board of Trustees)
taught Ecological Engineering and cotaught with me our Introduction to ERE
course. The Introduction to ERE course
for freshman included 6 site visits to local engineering projects across Onondaga County and our annual field trip to
the ESF Adirondack property, with a hike
up Goodnow Mountain.
Scholarship awards provide critical
support for our students, allowing them
to focus on their studies and building
their engineering careers. A sampling
of awards include: the Raymond M.
’52 and Rita J. Smith Scholarship Fund
was awarded to Dana Carris to help him
study in Greece; the O’Brien and Gere
Fellowship Fund and the Raymond M.
’52 and Rita J. Smith Scholarship Fund
was awarded to Martha Caster; the Ross
S. Whaley Endowment was awarded to
Connor Dormer; the Harrison H. Payne
Fund was awarded to Megan Herbst;
the 1939 Class Fund was awarded to Jessica Kobus; the Bob Sand ’50 Fund was
awarded to Tyler Kuhn; and the George
W. Lee ’47 Endowment Fund was awarded to Billie Li. Please help support these
students with a donation to ERE.
We are proud to report that ERE
is thriving in many areas, with excellent students, faculty, staff, and friends.
Much of our success stems from the efforts of our ERE Advisory Council, who
help oversee curricular changes, student
resume development, student professional networking, and the mentoring
of students during their engineering
training. To learn more about our activities contact me (te@esf.edu), the ERE
Advisory Council chair Meghan Platt
(meghan.platt@gmail.com), or connect
with ERE students, alumni, faculty and
staff through our LinkedIn, Facebook,
Twitter, WordPress, and other channels,
all reachable from the ERE homepage
www.esf.edu/ere. 1

Environmental Science

Russell Briggs :: rdbriggs@esf.edu
Director of the Division of Environmental
Science and Professor
The past academic year
has been challenging as
well as exciting for ESF
in general and for the Division of Environmental
Science in particular. One of the fundamental tasks for any academic program
is to ensure availability of required courses in proper sequence so that graduation
is not delayed. This task poses particular
challenges for an interdepartmental program that includes a new B.S. in Environmental Health. Our success is due to
coordination with the Department
Chairs who oversee participating faculty
in the Division of Environmental Science. This model places a great deal of
reliance on collegiality and has served us
well. We are concluding another (our
third in the past 3 years!) search for a
new faculty member who will teach Toxic
Health Hazards and will be housed in
the EFB Department.
Administratively, we are ecstatic to
have the opportunity to work with our
new Provost, Dr. Nosa Egiebor, as we
continue to develop and advance the in-

terdepartmental mission of the Division
of Environmental Science within ESF. As
I enjoy the opportunity to participate in
program reviews at other institutions, it
is apparent to me that many seem to be
searching for a model to effectively deliver interdepartmental education; we are
fortunate at ESF to have such a model in
the Division of Environmental Science
that is adequately supported by the College, and I would argue is becoming a
‘show piece.’
Enrollment in the Division, which
oversees the B.S. degree in Environmental Health, and the B.S., M.P.S.,
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Environmental Science, continues to be strong. We
began the Fall 2016 semester with 189
undergraduate and 75 graduate students.
Following graduation in December, enrollment for the spring 2017 semester
consisted of 173 undergraduate and 66
graduate students. At the time of this
writing, fall semester deposits for the
undergraduate programs have been received from 3 students in Environmental
Health and 47 students in Environmental Science, which puts us on a trajectory
similar to the previous year. Final numbers will not be available until registration concludes at the end of August.
Graduation 2017 was especially rewarding with our first cohort of Environmental Health (EH) seniors walking
across the stage and receiving congratulations from President Wheeler and Dr.
Lee Newman, curriculum coordinator of
the Environmental Health program. The
top ranked student in the Division of Environmental Science, Jordan C’DealvaLenik ’17, was a member of our first EH
cohort. Our final social event for the academic year, the reception organized by
Cariann Linehan, office manager, and
Ann Moore, Assistant Program Administrator, preceded the convocation ceremony. Their organizational skills were
especially appreciated this year as I was
unable to attend the festivities due to my
sabbatical leave in Washington DC with
the US Forest Service.
The Division continues to evolve to
meet current and emerging education
and training needs for environmental
science and environmental health professionals. Ann Moore is developing an
increasingly wide professional network
that enhances the education of our students through a combination of internships and applied research. As our
students join the ranks of the alumni,
that network expands and those newlyminted professionals begin their contribution as professional mentors to the
students behind them. This effort feeds
directly into assessment as we continue
to interview our graduates to ascertain
their suggestions for further improvement of our programs in both Environmental Science and in Environmental
Health. Dr. Newman has used the same
level of energy and expertise in her professional network to engage the Environmental Health students in off-campus
internships. We continue to respond to
information provided by our graduates,
now alumni, periodically evaluating our
curricula and making appropriate adjustments to strengthen our programs.
Towards that end, we continue to
strengthen the connection between the
Freshman/Transfer Seminar, the Technical Writing course, and the Senior
Synthesis Capstone, each building successively on the previous. Ann Moore
has successfully increased student opportunities for internships, drawing on
a strong professional network in both
the public and private sectors. Ann has
been interacting with the DEC Finger
Lakes Water Hub to organize multidisci-

2018 DUES CAMPAIGN

DON’T FORGET TO PAY YOUR DUES!

T

he ESF Alumni Association is in the midst of our 20172018 Dues Campaign. Your annual dues payment or
Life Membership is what allows the Association to keep
you connected to the College and fellow alumni. From the
publication of the Alumni News and the various sources of
electronic media, to the many events and activities that we
host for our alumni and students (our future alumni), the
Association continues to serve as your link to the College’s
past, present and future. Without your continued support, we
would not be able to do all that we do, so “Thank You.”

Did you know that you can pay your dues online?

It’s quick, easy and secure. Just visit www.esf.edu/forms/
alumni/dues.asp, submit the completed form and then follow the
PayPal link to pay by PayPal, credit card or debit card. It’s that easy!

There are benefits to paying your dues! Not only are

you helping to support your Alumni Association, but you
are also eligible for the following exclusive benefits:
• 10% discount for dues payers in the ESF College Bookstore
on any orders throughout the fiscal year (7/1/17–6/30/18).*
• 15% discount for Life Members in the ESF College Bookstore
on any orders for life.*
• Exclusive local & national coupons and discounts throughout
your birthday month.
• Priority for SU basketball tickets (in conjunction with the
annual alumni event only).
• Annual thank you gift.
• Annual special offer for Bookstore merchandise.
• Annual “Members-Only” Maple Syrup Sale.
• Special discounted pricing for ESF Alumni Events.
• The opportunity to rent the Masten House and Huntington
Lodge at a reduced rate.
• Alumni-Hosted receptions in your region.
* Discount may not be used on special dues offer
memorabilia or maple syrup purchases.

THANK YOU!
plinary teams of students focusing their
senior synthesis projects on improved
understanding and management of water quality in the Owasco Lake watershed. Providing practical experience and
the opportunity for students to network
professionally by applying their skills to
solving real problems is one of the single most important facets of all of our
programs.
The B.S. program in Environmental
Health (EH) welcomes our second incoming class this fall. The administrative team
(Dr. Lee Newman, EH Curriculum Coordinator, and Ann Moore) worked diligently to assemble all of the course proposals
to ensure compliance with accreditation.
Lee has worked tirelessly to submit our
application for accreditation to National
Environmental Health Science & Protection Accreditation Council (EHAC).
The Graduate Program in Environmental Science continues to evolve as we
evaluate our Areas of Study and consider
how we might more effectively coordinate and manage them. The allocation
of our limited number of Graduate Assistantships continues to be our greatest
challenge.
Philippe Vidon returns from sabbatical leave as leader for the Water and Wetland Resources Area of Study. We are
grateful to Dr. John Stella, who served in
that role while Dr. Vidon was on leave.
The biggest news in GPES is that we are
sunsetting the Biological and Environ-

mental Economics (BEE) Area of Study.
Student and faculty interest/participation remain too low to justify the work
required to maintain and administer this
area.
In closing, we extend an invitation
to our alumni to become involved with
our current students. There is no better
advertisement for their potential futures
than direct contact with professionals
such as yourself who have benefitted
from your education at ESF. If you are
interested in sharing details of your professional responsibilities with students
(recall your days in ENS132), please let
me know. We are making a concerted effort to connect our students with alumni who can provide a glimpse into their
potential futures and a venue to obtain
some practical experience. This type of
insight often provides motivation that
helps students navigate the challenges
of their academic program.
As you can see, the Division continues to evolve, responding to societal
needs and scientific developments in the
realms of Environmental Science and
Environmental Health. Continuing evolution is the sign of a healthy and vigorous program. If you have the opportunity
to visit the campus, please stop by 202
Baker Hall. If you have any questions or
comments, please feel free to share them
with me. I can be reached by e-mail at
rdbriggs@esf.edu. 1
Please see DEPARTMENT UPDATES, Page 8
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Environmental Studies

Benette Whitmore :: bwhitmor@esf.edu
Interim Chair
The Department of Environmental Studies is
growing and is in the
process of organizing
searches for two new
faculty members. The first position will
focus on Environmental Communication; the second will focus on Sustainable Urban Systems. For decades, ESF
has been recognized internationally as a
leading institution in the interdisciplinary area of Environmental Communication. This orientation has been a key
component of successfully obtaining
sponsored research, recruiting outstanding graduate students, and developing
exceptional collaborations across the
College, New York State, and beyond.
With respect to Sustainable Urban Systems, Environmental Studies is exceptionally well placed to make a
contribution to one of the major issues
facing much of the United States and beyond: aging, failing urban infrastructure
and socio-environmental systems. Decades of neglect, rising poverty, and intensifying impacts of climate change
precipitate a series of crises in housing,
transportation, water provision, wastewater removal, food provision, health, and
other vital urban systems. Strong, interdisciplinary social science perspectives of
Environmental Studies are critical to addressing such issues, aiding in restoration and revitalization of the nation’s
urban areas, and to training and preparing the next generation of researchers
and leaders in urban environmental policy, planning, and development.
Environmental Studies students and
faculty are active participants in Planet
Forward, an organization of the Center for Innovative Media at The George
Washington University School of Media
and Public Affairs. Planet Forward engages young people and innovators in
search of solutions to the biggest challenges facing our planet by engaging in
digital storytelling, media, and summits
focused on environmental concerns. Environmental Studies faculty member Dr.
Paul Hirsch is a Planet Forward Fellow,
serving as liaison between the organization and ESF, developing curriculum,
and writing blogs.
Carrick Palmer and Zachary Smith,
Environmental Studies majors, were
selected as finalists in Planet Forward’s
annual StoryFest competition. Zachary’s
podcast, titled “Learning to be Native,”
focuses on the work of ESF professor
Robin Kimmerer. Carrick went on to
become a Grand Prize Winner for his
article, “Bringing Back Bald Eagles.” In
recognition of his outstanding submission, Carrick will travel this summer to
the Brazilian rainforest with biodiversity
pioneer Tom Lovejoy and award-winning
CNN journalist Frank Sesno.
The Digital Storytelling Studio is an
initiative of ESF’s Department of Environmental Studies in connection with
its Environmental Communication option. The Studio will be a campus-wide
support service to help students prepare
digital media, such as podcasts and videos, as ways to effectively communicate
scientific information to various publics
through storytelling. The intention is to
find resources to support development
of the Studio in time to launch it in the
2017-18 academic year.
Dr. Mary Collins’ paper (with Ian Mu-

noz and Joseph JaJa from the University
of Maryland) examines “hyper-polluters,”
which are industrial facilities that, based
on EPA data, generate disproportionately large amounts of air pollution. Their
study found a significant disparity when
it comes to how much different facilities pollute. “90% of toxic concentration
present in the study area is generated by
only 809 (about 5%) facilities,” the paper
reported. Dr. Collins’ study also found
significant evidence that extreme emitters are likely impacting environmental
justice communities even more significantly than expected. Her original paper
was published in Environmental Research
Letters (ERL) and referenced by an article
in The Washington Post. ERL is an open
access publication and the article has
been downloaded almost 11,000 times,
picked up by an additional 13 news outlets (among many other syndications),
and cited in academic literature 10 times.
Dr. Collins’ work was selected as the
journal’s Best Article of 2016.
Dr. Theresa Selfa was on sabbatical for
the 2016–17 academic year, during which
time she was a visiting scholar at the
University of California, Berkeley, and at
the Universidad de la Republica in Montevideo, Uruguay.
Dr. Lemir Teron joined the Department in the fall 2016 and is engaged in
a robust teaching, research and service
agenda. On the teaching front, he has
developed a graduate level environmental justice course. His research agenda
includes publishing findings in the journal Sustainability on limited English proficiency and urban planning. He also
presented at numerous conferences,
including NOAA’s Educational Partnership Program 8th Biennial Education
and Science Forum and the National
Environmental Justice Conference. He
has given numerous talks at universities
on issues related to urban planning and
environmental justice. His outreach includes working on community development with local neighborhoods including
moderating the Common Council Candidate Forum for Southside Syracuse
neighborhoods.
Drs. Mary B. Collins and Elizabeth Vidon were awarded an early career EPA
“Science To Achieve Results” (STAR)
award, amounting to some $400,000 of
funding over three years. Drs. Collins
and Vidon partnered with Christa Kelleher from Syracuse University and Olivia
Green at Atlantic States Legal Foundation on this award. They applied to the
EPA’s “Integrating Human Health &
Well-Being with Ecosystem Services”
program and their proposal’s title was
“Urban Green Infrastructure and Civic
Engagement: Understanding Influences on Ecosystem Services and HumanEcological Health.” They proposed to
examine the role of green infrastructure
development on vacant lots in urban Syracuse neighborhoods where combined
sewer overflow (CSO) issues persist. This
project evaluates socio-environmental
endpoints including water quality, civic
engagement, and human health impacts.
Dr. Andrea Feldpausch-Parker completed her year of service as the National
Communication Association (NCA) Environmental Communication Division
(ECD) President, and has since transitioned to the positions of ECD Immediate Past President, ECD Awards
Committee Chair, and NCA Nomination
Committee Representative for the ECD.
In addition to numerous lead-authored
and co-authored publications coming out
during the 2016-2017 academic year, including a book, special journal issue, and
various journal articles, Dr. FeldpauschParker has also been co-awarded funds

from the National Science Foundation
and the NCA to put on a symposium in
July 2017 on Energy Democracy in Salt
Lake City, Utah. Dr. Feldpausch-Parker
also completed her sixth year of teaching
as well as undergraduate and graduate
student advising. Finally, on a personal
note, Dr. Feldpausch-Parker and her
husband celebrated the birth of their son
Alaric Ronan Parker on May 9, 2017. Alaric joins his sister Imogen as the couple’s
two greatest life achievements.
Dr. Paul Hirsch developed the online
Certificate of Advanced Study in Environmental Leadership, which will launch in
the fall of 2017. He co-published a paper, “Valuation of ecosystem services of
commercial shrub willow (Salix spp.)
woody biomass crops,” in Environmental Monitoring and Assessment. He also
co-authored a paper entitled, “Strategic
Interventions for Overcoming the Barriers to Interdisciplinary & Cross-Sectoral Research Collaborations,” to be
published in the journal Interdisciplinary Studies. Dr. Hirsch organized and
presented a Teach-in for Earth Day on
the National Mall in DC. Co-presenters
included speakers from ESF’s Center
for Native Peoples and the Environment
and Planet Forward. More than 100 people attended, and over 2,000 people have
watched the video footage of the event.
Dr. Hirsch was elected to the Board of the
Association for Interdisciplinary Studies,
and served on the Programming Committee for a SUNY/UWI (University of
West Indies) Center for Leadership and
Sustainable Development. From his base
in Washington, DC, Dr. Hirsch has cultivated strong contacts with people working in the environmental policy arena in
DC, including the EPA, the World Bank,
Conservation Strategies Fund, NOAA,
and the US State Department.
Dr. Jack Manno ’92 retired from ESF
after 31 years of service to the College and

to the Department. Dr. Manno first came
to campus in 1986 when he worked for
the New York Great Lakes Research Consortium, serving as its Executive Director from 1996 to 2006. He was Adjunct
Assistant Professor in Environmental
Studies from 1995 to 2004 and Research
Associate from 2004 to 2006. After becoming Associate Professor in 2006, Dr.
Manno took on many leadership roles,
including Graduate Program Coordinator and Undergraduate Program Coordinator. He was a faculty member with the
Graduate Program in Environmental Science (GPES). Dr. Manno fulfilled several
key roles with Academic Governance at
ESF, including Chair of the Awards Committee and more recently Chair of the
Student Life Committee. He conducted
research that spanned more than two decades in the areas of ecological economics, fossil fuels, sustainable development,
and indigenous values. In 2011, Environmental Studies students selected him
Professor of the Year. Dr. Manno worked
with the Onondaga Nation on a variety of
issues and was instrumental in collaborating with the Council of Chiefs and the
Neighbors of Onondaga Nation on the
Two Row Wampum Campaign in 2013.
Drs. Sharon Moran and Elizabeth Vidon presented research at the annual
meeting of the Association of American
Geographers in Boston, MA. Five graduate students also presented their master’s
thesis research on topics including: proenvironmental behaviors on campus,
knowledge and awareness of water supply systems in NY state, and perceptions
of recreation in the Adirondacks.
Dr. Christina Limpert, Interim Writing
Program Director, is supervising writing
courses that will be delivered at the Beijing University of Chemical Technology
campus this summer. She designed and
taught a new course on digital storytelling this spring and will focus efforts on

HELP BUILD THE ESF PEACE CORPS
VOLUNTEER SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Were you in the Peace Corps, or are you a supporter of
the Peace Corps and its ideals? Through the generosity of 27
individuals who are ESF alumni and Returning Peace Corps
Volunteers (RPCV’s), over $33,000 has been donated to honor
both the Peace Corps and ESF by creating an endowed scholarship, which is awarded to ESF students who have served in
the Peace Corps. The hope is that not only will this generation of Peace Corps/ESF graduates support the creation of the
fund, but that future generations of graduates will also seek
to give back to honor these institutions and to enable and encourage future students to follow this path for the betterment
of our global community. To be eligible to receive the award,
students must be a Returning Peace Corps Volunteer (RPCV)
who is applying for admission to a graduate program of study
at ESF.
The larger we can grow this fund, the more it will impact
ESF students and encourage Peace Corps volunteers for generations to come.
Jesse Dubin ’64 (PCV Chile, ’64-’66) is encouraging ESF
grads and former Peace Corps Volunteers to help build up this
fund. Jesse has offered a fundraising challenge: he will match
the first $2,500 raised, dollar-for-dollar, thereby doubling the
impact of your gift! If you would like, you can make a pledge
of a specific amount, and pay the donation over several years.
If you are interested in supporting this scholarship, please
contact Dana Piwinski ’80 in the Development Office at dpiwinski@esf.edu or 315-470-4948. If you have ideas on how to
raise further funds for a scholarship in honor of the Peace
Corps, you can also contact Jesse at hjd72@live.com.
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ESF’s online literary journal, unearthed,
this fall.
Dr. David Sonnenfeld’s book, Water
Crises and Governance: Reinventing Collaborative Institutions in an Era of Uncertainty (with Peter Leigh Taylor, eds.;
London and New York: Taylor & Francis,
2018) was accepted for publication. Dr.
Sonnenfeld organized and participated in a discussion panel on “Scientific
Journal Publishing in the 21st Century:
Challenges and Opportunities,” at the
International Symposium on Society
and Resource Management (ISSRM) in
Umea, Sweden. He is editing a symposium on “Society and Natural Resources
in an Illiberal World” (with Peter Leigh
Taylor), scheduled to be completed and
submitted for publication later this year,
with contributors from around the world.
Dr. Sonnenfeld is currently completing a
three-year term as Editor-in-Chief for Society & Natural Resources. He served as
the Department’s Graduate Studies Coordinator and chaired the search committee for Director of College Libraries.
He also chaired the Environmental Studies Departmental Promotion & Tenure
Review Committee and was a member
of ESF’s College Promotion & Tenure
Review Committee. This summer, Dr.
Sonnenfeld will carry out the position of
Research Associate, Environmental Policy Group at Wageningen University in
the Netherlands.
Dr. Elizabeth Vidon presented her
work on Adirondack wilderness in Sardinia last October. She also delivered a
presentation on the Arctic social science
perspective in the Continental Margins
working group workshop this past March
in Prague, with ESF Professor Karin Limburg, who co-chaired the workshop. 1

Forest and Natural
Resources Management

David H. Newman :: dnewman@esf.edu
Chair and Professor
This has been a year of
consolidation and accolades for the Department.
The five majors in the
Department continue to
excel and this spring’s graduation ceremonies saw the largest numbers from the
Department since the College restructured. Enrollment in the Department stabilized at 343 undergraduate students
and 71 graduate students at the main
campus and 48 students at the Ranger
School. Finally, many of our graduates
have obtained jobs in their chosen field,
and in some fields we have had to leave
various offers on the table because we did
not have enough graduates.
A sampling of some of the accomplishments and changes in the Department this year include:
• A number of FNRM faculty received
significant awards this year. Dr. René
Germain ’97 received the Chancellor’s
award for Excellence in Teaching and
also received the NY SAF Society Commendation; Dr. Chris Nowak ’85 received
the Chancellor’s award for Excellence in
Faculty Service; Dr. Marie-Odile Fortier
received the Undergraduate Student
Association’s Distinguished Teaching
Award; Dr. Bob Malmsheimer ’86 received the Sir William Schlich Award
from the Society of American Foresters;
and Dr. Ralph Nyland ’58 received two
awards this year, the ESF Alumni Association Outstanding Service Award and
the NY SAF Award for Forestry/Environmental Education; Finally, Mr. Jorge
Guarin ’17, a graduating senior in Sustainable Energy Management received
the Chancellor’s Student/Athlete award.

• Four FNRM faculty retired this past year.
Dr. Ralph Nyland ’58, Distinguished Service Professor of Silviculture retired in
January after 50 years of teaching, research
and service with the College, along with
first being a student at the College in 1956;
Dr. George Kyanka, Professor and Director
of the Renewable Materials Institute, retired
in the fall after 48 years with the College;
Dr. Chuck Maynard, Professor and Director of the American Chestnut Research and Restoration Center, retired
in the fall after 40 years with the College;
Ms. Jacqueline La Vie, Lecturer in Mathematics, retired in the fall after 13 years
teaching calculus to students in the College.
• Mr. Mike Kelleher will be retiring this
fall after nine years at the College. Mr.
Kelleher was the College’s first Sustainability Coordinator and was instrumental in the creation and delivery of
the Sustainable Energy Management
program.
• The Department will be bringing in 3
new faculty this Fall:
Dr. John Drake will join the faculty,
coming to us from Western Sydney
University in Australia where he has
worked for the past 5 years as a postdoc. Dr. Drake is an ecophysiologist
who will support the forestry and biology programs. He received his Ph.D.
from the University of Illinois in 2010.
Dr. Mohamed ElZomor will join
the Construction Management faculty, coming to us from Arizona State
University where he is completing his
Ph.D. degree this summer.
Mr. Garth Tryzka will join the faculty
as a Math Instructor. Mr. Tryzka comes
to us from Onondaga Community College where he taught calculus for the
past 8 years. This past year he received
the Chancellor’s award for Excellence
in Teaching there.
• Dr. Russ Briggs ’79 did a Sabbatical this
spring, working with both the USFS and
The Nature Conservancy in Washington
DC as a Senior Policy Analyst. Dr. John
Wagner did a Sabbatical in the Fall to
work on completing the 2nd edition of
his textbook, Forestry Economics: A Managerial Approach.
• Dr. Tristan Brown taught a new Sustainable Energy Management field
course to introduce students to various
energy delivery systems across the state.
• Dr. Paul Crovella ’16 completed his
Ph.D degree this past Fall. He also mentored Construction Management students
in designing and building a timber bridge
that tied for 1st place in the National Timber Bridge Design Competition.
• Dr. Diane Kuehn ’02 co-led a servicelearning course, Ecotourism Abroad, to
Costa Rica this past year. She also completed a large research project on Maple
Syrup producers’ perceptions of climate
change.
• Dr. David Newman was elected to 2
organizational positions this year. He is
the President-Elect for the National Association of University Forest Resource
Programs (NAUFRP) and Chair-Elect for
the NY SAF. He also chaired a site review
for the Accreditation of the University of
Vermont’s forestry program.
• Dr. Chris Nowak ’85 led the College’s
Strategic Planning process last fall. He
also published a book, Sapling Identification: A Field Guide for ID of Tall-Growing
Trees on Rights-of-Way for Vegetation Managers in New York (and Nearby States). It
is an 81-page field book covering 64 tree
species with hundreds of original photos.
• Mr. Ken Tiss ’78 was elected as the
Chair for ESF’s Academic Governance.
• Dr. Ruth Yanai organized a series of
four workshop modules to be delivered
at the International Long-Term Ecological Research (ILTER) Open Science

Meeting, in Skukuza, South Africa.
As in past years, the Department
along, with the Alumni Association, will
hold receptions at this year’s SAF convention in Albuquerque, NM, and at the NY
SAF meeting in Syracuse. This year, the
reception in Albuquerque will be a northeastern get-together hosted jointly by ESF,
U Maine, UNH, UVM, and Penn State.
We look forward to seeing you there. 1

Landscape Architecture

Doug Johnston :: dmjohnst@esf.edu
Chair and Professor
This past May, we graduated another group of
Landscape Architecture
alumni who promise to
achieve great things for
our profession and our world. More than
half of this talented group of students
graduated with job offers in hand, many
joining other ESF alumni at LA and other
firms. Thank you for your success and
your continued support of our students.
Although ESF remains a tremendous
bargain with respect to quality of education relative to the cost of attendance,
there is no doubt that the generosity of
our alumni has significantly assisted a
great number of students during their
studies here. This past year, departmental scholarships supported by alumni and
friends provided funds to over 30 LA students and totaled almost $70,000 in additional financial support. This year we
are humbled and delighted to announce
the creation of another endowment for
student scholarships: The George and
Mary Papageorge Memorial Scholarship
given by Anne Papageorge ’83 to assist
female or underrepresented students in
the program. We look forward to offering the inaugural scholarship this fall.
Also launching this year is the Stu Appel
Memorial Endowment. This endowment,
given by colleagues, friends and family
of the late Stu Appel ’79 will fund an additional lecture series in the Department.
Student Success
This spring we conducted a survey of
our current students to learn more about
their employment status as interns or
having offers for positions. We had 72
responses from 1st year BLA through 3rd
year MLA students. Of those responding,
59% were employed full-time or parttime. Not unexpectedly, as students move
through the program they are more likely
to obtain relevant internships. 14 out of
23 (61%) of BLA students in the 1st to 4th
year have internships. Of the graduating 5th year class, 7 out of 13 (54%) had
accepted full-time positions prior to
graduation.
Nick Schwartz ’93, Vince Pietrzak ’85,
and Jim Palumbo ’77 served on the jury to
review nominees for the ASLA NY Upstate Chapter Student Awards. Hanna
Gold ’17, Vincent Ryan ’17 and Jesse Horvat ’17 were selected for Honor Awards,
and Pamella Selby ’17, Nick Shannon ’17
and Chris Anderson ’17 received merit
awards. In addition, Hanna Gold and
Chris Anderson were selected by the
Department faculty for the Landscape
Architecture Foundation (LAF) Olmsted
Scholar recognition, and Pamella Selby
was this year’s Department Scholar, recognized at commencement. Three of the
six ESF Alumni Association Memorial
Scholarships were awarded to landscape
architecture students. Hannah Noll (2nd
Year), Kaitlin Campbell (4th year), and
Pamella Selby. These scholarships are
awarded based upon the student’s academic achievements, commitment to extracurricular activities, and outstanding
character.

Global Impact
The Off-Campus Program is off and
running again. In June, we had teams
of students in Edinburgh, Scotland and
Reykjavik, Iceland (they have to take advantage of the longer days of summer!).
Later in the summer, teams will head to
Berlin, Germany; Barcelona, Spain; and
Madrid, Spain. This past year saw students in Buenos Aires, Argentina; Berlin, Germany, Bologna, Italy; and the US.
Students displayed their drawing, design
and culinary skills at the 43rd Annual Festival of Places in February. The George F.
Earle Lecture, “Beyond the Classroom: A
Life of Learning in a Global Practice” was
given by Richard Centolella ’85, principal
with EDSA.
Other departmental lectures focuing
on the urban environment and issues of
community justice were given by Andrea
Parker, Executive Director of the Gowanus Canal Trust, Brooklyn; Nate Hommel
’02, Director of Planning and Design for
the University City District, Philadelphia;
Elizabeth Kennedy, Principal, Elizabeth
Kennedy Landscape Architecture, LLC;
Lorenz Dexler, Managing Partner, Topotek 1, Berlin; and Jeff Hou, University of
Washington, Seattle.
Our commitment to creating opportunities for students to engage in global
practice is growing through teaching and
scholarship. Visiting Associate Professor
Martin Hogue again offered his popular
“7 Days in NYC: Exploring Contemporary
Urban Landscapes” Maymester class visiting landscape architecture works and
offices in the NYC area. Associate Professor Tim Toland ’98 and Department
Chair Doug Johnston ’80 co-hosted the
third Osnabruck-ESF design charrette
with students and faculty from the University of Applied Sciences in Osnabruck,
Germany. The charrette focused design
options for coastal and coastal community resiliency focusing on Oakwood Beach
on Staten Island, a project “rewilding”
this coastal floodplain area. For the first
time, another Maymester class entitled
“Field Studies in Urban Ecosystem Design” was offered in Spain by Associate
Professor Emanuel Carter along with EFB
Associate Professor Stewart Diemont in
association with the Center for Environmental Studies, City of Vitoria-Gasteiz.
LA faculty Associate Professor Maren
King ’78 and Dean Scott Shannon ’82 are
in Haiti as this is being written. They
are working in conjunction with SUNY
Global, and numerous Haitian organizations with support from the Kellogg
Foundation on a project entitled, “Learning Through Development: Collective
Impact in Arcahaie, Haiti.” The initial
effort is focused on developing a master
plan for a sustainable village to support
local educational and health care activities. The project is supporting a graduate
assistant and will engage studios starting
this fall for what is expected to be a 10year program.
Changes
After a collective 68 (give or take)
years of teaching at ESF, Professor Dayton Reuter and SUNY Distinguished Service Professor Richard Hawks ’72 have
retired from active service! Both Dayton
and Richard have had significant impacts
on the programs, students, and faculty
in the Department and we wish them all
the best as they re-enter a life with family
and friends. We expect to continue to see
both, as they have been awarded Emeritus status by the College.
Assistant Professor Isabel Fernandez has resigned her position to pursue
development and preservation opportunities in Ithaca. We wish her and her
family all the best.
Please see DEPARTMENT UPDATES, Page 10
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We successfully completed a search
for a new Assistant Professor. Starting
in August, we will be joined by Anne
Godfrey, presently a Senior Instructor
at the University of Oregon. She will
be offering design studios and courses
in representation, including a course in
“Photography and Environmental Values” which we believe will introduce
students outside the Department to the
wonders and challenges of thinking at
landscape scales!
We’ve also been approved to initiate
searches for two faculty members in the
Fall of 2017. These positions are important to support the current strengths of
the Department while also seeking new
opportunities in the field of landscape
architecture and in collaboration with
other ESF programs.
Other Faculty Activities
Associate Professor Robin Hoffman
’82 spent the year partially on Sabbatical/
Professional Development leave in which
she traveled and met with a wide range of
land trusts to learn more about the ways in
which scenic and other cultural values are
included in land trust planning and evaluation, along with legal instruments for
managing visual quality on lands owned
or managed by trusts. She also took courses in GIS, and other graphics programs
to refresh her skill sets and maintain currency in these areas.
Associate Professor Margaret Bryant
will be on Sabbatical Leave in the Fall of
2017 and will be exploring the development of networks of alumni practicing
in areas of urban sustainability, centered
around (but certainly not limited to!) major US cities including New York, San
Francisco, and others.
Associate Professor Maren King ’78
received two awards from the NY Upstate Chapter of the ASLA for her work
on community-based park master plan
research for the City of Auburn, NY, and
her study of perception and use of Elmwood, Kirk, and Onondaga Parks in Syracuse. She taught a Thematic Studio this
spring where students worked with community members in Oneida, NY on a
revitalization project and a tactical intervention to raise community awareness.
Professor Matt Potteiger is completing work on a Food System Plan for
Syracuse and Onondaga County in coordination with Evan Weissman in the
Food Studies Program at Syracuse University with funding support from the
Onondaga County Agricultural Council.
Working with graduate assistants from
both programs, they have completed over
40 key stakeholder interviews and a baseline assessment of how the local food
system is performing. His other food system work, which was presented at the 5th
International Food Studies conference at
University of California, Berkeley in October, 2016, is a collaborative research
effort including geographers, ethnographers, ecologists, and other landscape
designers that focuses on urban agriculture, foraging, and productive infrastructural ecologies.
Associate Professor Tim Toland ’98
is continuing his collaboration with the
University of Applied Sciences in Osnabruck, Germany as was mentioned
above. This fall he will be traveling to
Germany where the team will be working in a region rich with cultural and
natural heritage south of Berlin. He is
also continuing his research in green
infrastructure. He recently received a
grant in collaboration with Doug Daley
’82 in ERE and Russ Briggs ’79 in FNRM
to study green infrastructure drainage

media. They will be studying nutrients,
stormwater management, and vegetation issues on different types of media.
He is also continuing his research in native plant communities for green roofs
in conjunction with Don Leopold (EFB).
Visiting Associate Professor Martin Hogue’s book “Thirtyfour Campgrounds” was published by MIT Press
this spring and he has continued touring
and giving presentations on his work at
universities across the country. He was
nominated by students to receive an
Honorary Sigma Lambda Alpha membership and is the 2017 recipient of the
ESF College Foundation Award for Exceptional Achievement in Teaching. 1

Paper and Bioprocess
Engineering

Gary M. Scott :: gscott@esf.edu
Chair and Professor
Director, Division of Engineering
The Department of Paper and Bioprocess Engineering continues to be
strong, graduating exceptional students who
go on to start careers in a variety of industries as well as continue their education in graduate school. Over the past
year, we graduated 21 undergraduate students and 12 graduate students, including several PhDs.

As we continue our integration of
the Paper and Bioprocess Engineering
Department with the Sustainable Construction Management and Engineering Department, we are expanding our
undergraduate degree offerings with a
program entitled Renewable Materials
Science. The program will have three
options available to students: Paper Science, Wood Science, and Polymer Science, the latter option offered jointly with
the Chemistry Department. With this
new program, which will begin with limited enrollment in the Fall 2017 semester,
wood science as an undergraduate educational opportunity will return to ESF
after being absent for almost 10 years.
In addition, we continue with our expanded joint degree program with the
Beijing University of Chemical Technology (BUCT) started this year, spearheaded by Dr. Shijie Liu. In this program, the
students will spend their first three years
at BUCT and finish with their senior
year at SUNY ESF, receiving B.S. degrees
from both institutions. Two cohorts,
freshman and sophomores, are now in
the program, with the first cohort arriving in Syracuse in Fall 2018. Faculty from
ESF, including Dr. Siddharth Chatterjee,
Dr. Shijie Liu, Dr. Gary M. Scott, and Mr.
Sergiy Lavrykov, continue to teach some
of the courses in Beijing.
Dr. Susan Anagnost ’82 was elected
as a Fellow in the Society of Wood Science and Technology (SWST). The
SWST Fellow Award recognizes significant professional accomplishments that
advance wood science and technology at
the regional, national, or international
level, service to the society, and promoting the profession of wood science. Dr.
Anagnost is Past-President of SWST,
served 6 years on the SWST Board of
Directors, and also served as Chair of
the SWST membership committee.

SWST Fellows are elected annually by
the SWST Board of Directors. The award
was presented at the SWST Annual Convention in Vancouver, BC in June.
Within the department, a number
of personnel changes have happened
or will be happening over the summer.
First of all, Dr. Thomas E. Amidon ’68
has announced his retirement effective
Summer 2017. Dr Amidon, an alumnus
of the College, joined ESF in 2000 as
Chair of the Department after a long and
productive career with International Papers. He served in this position through
2007, where he led the broadening of the
Department’s scope in both its research
efforts and educational offerings. After
stepping down as Chair, he continued
to lead the research effort in the area of
Forest Biorefinery. Over the years, this
effort has resulted in over $5 million in
research funding for the College, four
patents, and countless research publications. While retiring, he has agreed to
continue teaching PSE 456/656: Management in Industry, a course highly praised
by students.
Dr. Shigetoshi Omori retired in November 2016 after more than 30 years at
the College. He started at ESF as a postdoctoral associate with Dr. Carlton Dence
’47. After serving as a faculty member in
Japan for three years, he returned as a
post-doctoral associate with Dr. Dence
for three years. In 1987, he took his current position as an instructional support
technician (originally titled as technical
specialist). He has contributed to 13 ESPRA reports, 11 journal articles and is an
inventor on US Patent No. 7,695,532 entitled “Process for making biodiesel from
crude tall oil.”
Mr. William Burry ’74 will be transitioning from his current position as
Instructional Support Specialist in the
Department to the position of Lecturer.
While he has already been teaching a
number of courses in the Department,
he will take on greater teaching responsibilities in this new position. Over the
years, Mr. Burry’s teaching skills have
been highly praised and his expanded
teaching role will greatly enhance the
students’ educational experiences within
the Department.
Due to these personnel changes, we
have hired three new Instructional Support Technicians to support the educational program in the Department. Mr.
Sean Holm joined the Department in
April 2017 and will serve primarily in
the pilot plant. Mr. Holm comes to us
with a BS degree in Biotechnology and
an MPS degree in Paper and Bioprocess
Engineering. He previously worked for
the College in a number of research and
educational support capacities as well
as at the Sunoco Fuel Ethanol plant in
Fulton, New York. Mr. George Westby,
Jr. ’08 joined the Department in June
2017, working primarily in educational
laboratory support. Mr. Westby has BS
and MS degrees in Analytical Chemistry from ESF. He previously worked for
the Research Foundation as well as Gab-

son SGS Laboratory and Intertek Testing, Inc. Ms. Elizabeth Watson-Collins
also joined us in July 2017 and has a BS
degree in Biochemistry/Biotechnology
from the University of Missouri—St.
Louis. Previously, she worked as a Lab
Technician for SyMyCo. Inc. and as
the Laboratory Manager for St. Louis
Community College, both in St. Louis,
Missouri. We are excited for these new
additions to our Department staff.

PBE students participated in at least
two student-focused professional conferences over the past year. About 40 ESF
students travelled to Cincinnati, Ohio
for the TAPPI Student Summit. This
annual event is an opportunity to network with industry professionals and
other students interested in the pulp
and paper industry. There are companies interviewing to fill internships, coops and full-time positions and the days
hold seminars, engineering competitions, and plant tours. In addition, the
program this year included an Etiquette
Dinner sponsored by Packaging Corporation of America, a night at the Newport
Aquarium sponsored by Caraustar, and a
Color School presented by BASF. About
ten PBE students also attended the 2017
Eckhardt Northeast Student Regional
Conference of the American Institute of
Chemical Engineers (AIChE) in Wocester, Massachusetts. The conference, held
in March 2017, included three days of career information, social events, competitions, and networking for students from
many engineering schools. As the student chapter becomes more active with
each year, our involvement with AIChE
increases. This year, the student club
formed a team to compete in the AIChE
ChemE Car competition. The students
appreciate the support of the Syracuse
Pulp and Paper Foundation that helps
them participate in these events.
We are looking forward
to celebrating the 100th
anniversary of Pulp
and Paper education at
SUNY ESF in 2020.
While the planning is continuing, we are
discussing a number of activities and
outreach events, including a possible
dinner in the Walters Hall Pilot Plant. As
we move towards the anniversary, we are
also planning a historical timeline for
the 2nd floor of Walters Hall (online) as
well as creating ten Top 10 lists for the
Department. If you have historical pictures and stories of your time in the Department, please feel free to start
sending them in: paper@esf.edu.
I always look forward to hearing from
alumni so please keep in touch and stop
by to visit if you are in the area. Please

The Alumni Association has
initiated a group on Meetup
for the more than 21,000
alumni who live across the
globe. Visit https://www.meetup.com/ESF-Alumni-Group/
to join our group. You can then post events in your region
such as hikes, nature walks, bird-watching excursions,
community service projects, or any other activities that may
be of interest to ESF alumni. We hope you’ll join us!

www.meetup.com/ESF-Alumni-Group/
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keep up-to-date with the happenings
within the department through our blog,
Words from Walters (https://wordsfromwalters.wordpress.com/) or through our
ESF Paper & Bioprocess Engineering
group on LinkedIn (https://www.linkedin.com/grp/home?gid=8125586). We
are looking forward to another exciting
year at SUNY ESF. 1

ESF Open Academy
formerly ESF Outreach

Chuck Spuches :: cspuches@esf.edu
www.esf.edu/openacademy
Dean
I appreciate this opportunity to introduce you to
the ESF Open Academy.

Looking back…

In 2001, we changed
the name of ESF’s office of “Continuing
Education and Non-resident Programs”
to “ESF Outreach”. For starters – it was
shorter! More importantly, this change
reflected a renewed vision, broader aspirations, and a national trend. A spirit
and commitment to higher education’s
“third mission” was reflected in name
changes at campuses such as Oregon
State University (Division of University Outreach and Engagement), Pennsylvania State University (Penn State
Outreach), and University of Georgia
(Public Service and Outreach). We were
in pretty good company.

Looking ahead…

Our entire College community is
working hard to keep pace and be a leader in the evolving and ever-competitive
higher education landscape. In this spirit
of ongoing improvement and innovation,
we have renamed ESF Outreach the ESF
Open Academy. This new name represents an academic unit that encompasses
the College’s pre-collegiate STEM pipeline, professional, and public education,
as well as a renewed commitment to online educational programming.
In the near term, you may get the impression that we are all about online education. This will be true in the sense that
a lot of our attention will indeed focus on
this newest part of our educational portfolio. Nevertheless, you will also have opportunities to learn about and participate
in well-established programs that have
earned ESF regional, state-wide and national recognition.
For example, the ESF in the High
School program (now 18 years old) has
formal partnerships with over thirty high
schools in New York City and throughout
Upstate/Central New York. Last year over
500 students in these schools took ESF
courses in preparation for college and
career. ESF in the High School has been
the basis for educational outreach grants,
including two National Science Foundation grants (with a total book value of $3
million) that funded over 50 graduate
student fellowships.
The New York State Green Building Conference (looking ahead to its
16th consecutive year) was recently recognized by Greening USA, a Syracusebased not-for-profit organization that
promotes community sustainability, as
one of their 2016 Sustaining Our Community Award recipients. This award
recognizes organizations, projects and
individuals that contribute to the sustainability of our community and demonstrate commitment to environmental,
economic and social justice, and stewardship. The Green Building Conference
provides ongoing professional education,
professional licensing credits, and hosts
nationally-recognized academic, industry, and public sector leaders as speakers

(e.g., Jeff Speck, Principal, Speck & Associates LLC; Anthony Leiserowitz, Director, Yale Program on Climate Change
Communication, Yale University; Silda
Wall Spitzer, Senior Advisor, New World
Capital Group; Tedd Benson, Founder
and Owner, Bensonwood; Alex Wilson, Founder, BuildingGreen, Inc.; Dan
Reicher, Executive Director, Steyer-Taylor
Center for Energy Policy and Finance,
Stanford University; and Sarah Susanka,
Architect, cultural visionary and bestselling author of The Not So Big House).
For the third year, we will hold a oneweek pre-collegiate program, here at
ESF, in collaboration (thanks to Trustee
Leslie Talbot) with New York City-based
SEO Scholars (Sponsors for Educational
Opportunity). This is another example
of an opportunity for high school students (in this case from NYC) to engage
with ESF faculty, staff and student mentors. This experience enables students to
stay in ESF’s residence hall, Centennial
Hall, to experience college life and learning, and to gain insights into the various
academic and career paths available to
them. This summer, Prof. Emanuel Carter (Landscape Architecture), Dr. Lemir
Teron (Environmental Studies), Dr. Neal
Abrams (Chemistry), and Mr. Neal Patterson (Center for Native Peoples), along
with ESF staff and ESF Science Corps
students, will tackle the I81 conundrum.
This project focuses on the visioning and
imminent reconstruction of Interstate 81
that goes through the city of Syracuse.
SEO students will explore this challenge
from multiple perspectives, including
historic, community planning and design, social justice, engineering and environmental science. Students will work
side-by-side with their mentors in oncampus studios and labs and at several
locations throughout Syracuse and at
Onondaga Lake. They will generate takehome lessons and questions about their
own communities, and they will take
an ESF-inspired perspective with them
throughout their academic and professional careers.
These programs are cornerstones of
ESF’s pre-collegiate STEM and professional educational outreach. Our commitment is to sustain and grow these
and other similar programs.

So what’s really new…

In a word (or two), online education
will be a key part of ESF’s educational
repertoire. Online learning activities are
similar to those we’ve all experienced
in traditional courses, that is, students
read course materials, write papers, do
research, complete graded assignments,
and communicate with their instructor
and fellow students. However, the course
design facilitates these activities through
an online network. Learning in this format is both interactive with faculty and
collaborative with other learners.
To achieve our goal, we are formally
establishing the ESF Open Academy, as
well as the ESF Teaching and Learning
Collaboratory (TLC). The TLC is a teaching/learning center that encourages and
supports innovative and effective teaching and learning. The TLC will directly
support our faculty as they adapt current
courses and create new courses for online delivery. Near-term priority will be
on faculty and the courses that are part
of the College’s online certificate and degree portfolio, along with programming
and approaches that are broadly beneficial to all ESF faculty, as well as to graduate students’ professional development.
As we work to expand ESF’s reach
and impact, we will need your active support and involvement. Your thoughts and
questions are always welcomed and appreciated—thank you! 1

Ranger School

Michael Bridgen :: bridgen@esf.edu
Ranger School Director and Professor
The Ranger School continues to offer Associate
of Applied Science degrees, preparing students
to take employment in a
variety of outdoor careers. In addition to
the traditional degree in Forest Technology, the School also offers degrees in
Land Surveying Technology and Environmental and Natural Resources Conservation. During the last three years, an
average of 77% of our graduates have
accepted employment opportunities
immediately following graduation. A
large percentage of our students also
transfer to ESF’s main campus, to continue their education in natural resource
management or sciences.
Some recent changes to the Ranger
School faculty include the promotion of
Mr. Gregory Vaverchak RS ’02 from instructor to assistant professor. Also, Dr.
Mariann Johnston took a sabbatical leave
during the spring 2017 semester. Her
classes were taught by Ms. Elizabeth (Bitsy) Daut RS ’82, of Berlin, VT. Some of
you may remember Mr. Joshua Harvey
RS ’13, who became an instructional support associate in 2014. Josh resigned his
position in February of this year to take
a position at the DEC Academy for Environmental Conservation Officers. Ms.
Samantha Oliveras RS ’15 has filled his
vacancy. Mr. Doug Crane, a member of
the Physical Plant, retired this year after
26 years of service to the College.
In September 2016, the Ranger
School hosted a contingent of professional foresters from India, the Forest
Plus US-India Exchange with Indian
Ranger School administrators and faculty. This exchange allowed participants
to discuss the subject matter content of
the new Directorate of Forestry Education
syllabus and the most effective ways to
teach the syllabus with experienced ESF
colleagues. They were able to observe our
teaching program and gain an international perspective on forestry education
as a reference to improve their own forestry teaching in India. Associated with
their visit, the first-ever international

cricket match was held in Wanakena.
A new scholarship was established
this year by a donation from Barbara
Fecke, in memory of her husband George
Fecke RS ’52. Mr. Fecke passed away in
November of 2015. We are also in the process of establishing two new scholarships
for Ranger School students. The Legacy
Scholarship (also known as the Alumni
Memorial Scholarship) was initiated by a
gift from the estate of Gordon Hughes RS
’56, with contributions from many other
alumni. This scholarship is intended to
assist descendants or relatives of Ranger
School graduates. Additionally, the Class
of 1961 Scholarship, was initiated by a
challenge from an anonymous donor and
quickly became large enough to endow.
These scholarships are very important for
attracting students to the Ranger School,
many of whom struggle financially.
Several social activities added variety
to campus life. During a beautiful weekend in September, students, parents and
families attended Family Day. They all
enjoyed some recreational activities,
including a game of cricket, had a nice
barbecue dinner, and shared some of
the educational progress the class had
already achieved. In November, numerous professional guests were invited to
share a formal “Etiquette Dinner” with
the class. Students were asked to dress
well, consume a four-course meal served
by the faculty, and engage in conversation
with a prospective future employer. It was
an intimidating, but successful, learning
opportunity. In December, the Ranger
School’s hockey club participated in the
Tyler Shaylor Memorial Hockey game,
raising about $2,300 for the Watertown
Urban Bridge Mission in Watertown, NY.
Finally, a new construction project
has been initiated on the Wanakena
campus. This $2.3 million SUCF (State
University Construction Fund) project
will help to improve campus safety by
modifying entrances to the main building. It will also improve the campus infrastructure, replacing old sanitary and
storm sewer drains, and redirecting
storm runoff. The Physical Plant building will also be improved. The most noticeable change to campus will be the
new, two-story main entrance, replacing
the original 1928 sally port. Construction
will continue until the fall of 2018. 1

Proud Pillars of the SUNY ESF
Chemistry Department

Hugh P. Baker Laboratory Turns 60
Edwin C. Jahn Laboratory Turns 20 in 2017
Jane Verostek ’92
Associate Librarian at SUNY ESF
s the SUNY ESF Chemistry Department celebrates its centenn i a l i n 2 0 1 7, t w o o f t h e
chemistry buildings on campus are also
celebrating milestones. Dedicated in
1957, The Hugh P. Baker Laboratory
turns 60 this year, and dedicated in 1997,
The Edwin C. Jahn Laboratory turns 20.
Although chemistry classes began
at the College in 1917, it took a considerable amount of time for there to be a
designated building for classes and laboratories. From 1917 to the 1950’s, chemistry faculty, labs and classrooms were
located in “The Forestry Building” (renamed Bray Hall in 1933) and in what
is now known as the Alumni Lounge in
Marshall Hall. In 1957, Hugh P. Baker
Laboratory was completed and dedicated to house the growing chemistry programs. Baker Laboratory was only the

A

third major building on the ESF campus, and was dedicated close to 25 years
after Marshall Hall. The building was
named after Dr. Hugh Potter Baker, the
second and fourth Dean of the College
respectively (from 1912 to 1920, and 1930
to 1933). Dr. Baker was a visionary and
great supporter of chemistry.
In the 1957 SUNY ESF publication,
Baker Laboratory Toward New Wealth
from Wood, Dean Baker is remembered
as a leader who “established America’s
first professional training in landscape
and city forestry, in wildlife management and in four areas of the physical
sciences—forest chemistry, pulp and
paper, lumber manufacture, wood processing—which the laboratory named
for him serves and advances.”
The same publication contains a
narrative by ESF’s Dean Hardy Shirley about The Challenge of the Familiar
which talks about wood and ponders
Please see PILLARS OF CHEMISTRY, Page 12
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Class of 1951 Scholarship
In 2001 at the 50-year reunion, the Class of 1951 made a commitment to create an endowed scholarship to benefit ESF students. At their 55th reunion in 2006, the Class presented a check to the
College in the amount of $109, 000! Members of the Class still continue to give to the scholarship fund and participate in the selection of
the recipients each year. The goal of the scholarship was to ease the
financial burden for students who demonstrated financial need, academic merit and strength of character. The following summaries
highlight the 2017 recipients of the Class of ’51 Scholarship.
Shoshanna Ochocki

Warren, PA ∙ Class of 2018
Environmental Studies
I’m from a very small,
rural town in Pennsylvania and I’ve been interested in science for as
long as I can remember.
I was on our school’s “Enviro-thon” team
and we went to states every year for the
past 15 years. I’ve really enjoyed getting
to experience all of the beauty within my
town and the Allegheny National Forest
and I want to spread that love to others.
I plan to work for the Forest Service in
the Allegheny National Forest after I
graduate. I am currently interning there
as a forestry technician and might also
operate as a trail guide/educator. What
does receiving this scholarship mean to
you? This scholarship means a lot to me.
I have recently lost my grant from the GI
Bill from my father, so this scholarship
will allow me to continue at ESF without
too much worry about funding.

Orena Wong

Shirley, NY ∙ Class of 2018
Wildlife Science
I am currently a junior
majoring in wildlife science here at ESF. I chose
this school because I
have always had an innate passion for wildlife as well as the
environment. My dream is to become a
professional wildlife biologist for the
NYS DEC. I have a wide variety of interests in various disciplines. I have been a
work-study student at ESF during the
summers, working as a greenhouse assistant, wildlife collections assistant,
aquatics lab assistant, and Cranberry
Lake Biological Station staff (maintenance & dining hall staff ). During the
school year, I am a supervisor at Syracuse University’s Sadler Dining Hall. In
my free time, my hobbies include: hiking, birding, wildlife viewing, rockclimbing, and volunteering in my
community. I just love the ESF community! I have never met such an accepting,
passionate, and loving community of
students. I have such wonderful professors that really care about our futures,
and I hope that future students will be
able to have access to this wonderful education. This fall, I will be the treasurer
of The Wildlife Society chapter at ESF.
In the past I have been an officer for the
Food Recovery Network. I also participate in other clubs such as the Birding
Club, Empire Forester Club (yearbook),
Alpha Xi Sigma Honor Society, am an
active volunteer for the American Red
Cross (during blood drives), and as a student ambassador (giving tours) at ESF. I
appreciate all that the Alumni Association contributes to current, past, and future students here at ESF. I am glad that
the College has a great alumni program
that helps to support students, as well as
allowing alumni to give back to their
school. I hope that in the future I can
also help support the Alumni Associa-

tion once I graduate. I also hope to establish and support programs that will
help students in situations similar to
mine. What does receiving this scholarship mean to you? This scholarship
means taking some stress away from my
work life, and allowing me more time to
work towards my career goals, and focus
on academics rather than stressing
about my financial situation. I have been
working ever since I was fourteen years
old. This scholarship means a great deal
to me. It means that I can pay for textbooks, food, and take a little time off
from my part-time job to focus on furthering my career goals, and spending
time with family and friends. I thank the
committee for this award, as well as each
and every one of you that have contributed to this fund.

Lydia Stewart

Binghamton, NY ∙ Class of 2019
Natural Resources Management
At 24, I transferred from
SUNY Broome in the
fall of 2017 to SUNY ESF
as a sophomore/junior.
As the second person in
my family to attend college, I never take
for granted the opportunities that SUNY
ESF has presented me with. I am a compassionate, enthusiastic student of environmental science and environmental
justice. I am happiest when I am outdoors and encouraging stewardship for
the environment, which is why my goal
is to work within a parks system (national or state). With a career in parks, I
hope to help educate others, while managing our natural resources in a
thoughtful and sustainable way. What
does receiving this scholarship mean to
you? As an older undergraduate, I am
not only going to school full-time, I am
also working around 30 hours a week to
support myself. Finding time to focus on
both school and work can be a struggle.
This scholarship will allow me to spend
less time focusing on work (this is 4
months of rent!), and more time studying, pursuing internships, and participating in extracurricular activities.

Christopher Cramer II

Dundee, NY ∙ Class of 2019
Natural Resources Management
I currently hold the position of bursar for SUNY
ESF’s Collegiate Bass
Fishing Team, and am
also a proud member of
SUNY ESF’s Ducks Unlimited Club.
During the summer I spend my free
time assisting the NYS DEC and US
Fish and Wildlife Service banding waterfowl. I have worked for a landscaping
business for the past three summers,
and this summer, I plan on working
with the Finger Lakes Institute as a Watercraft Steward on Seneca Lake. My
plans for the future involve graduating
from SUNY ESF in the fall of 2018 with
a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources Management. I then plan to

move out West to take an environmental
conservation job in a fisheries or wildlife
department. I plan on staying out West
for a couple years and then moving back
to New York State when the Environmental Conservation Officer Civil Service exam is announced. I will then train
to be an Environmental Conservation
Officer to help conserve the Earth’s natural resources as well as protect the ecosystem that humans are drastically
changing. What does receiving this scholarship mean to you? Receiving this scholarship means a lot to me. T his
scholarship will assist me in purchasing
essential school materials that will help
me get the best education possible at
SUNY ESF. This scholarship will ultimately help me achieve my lifelong
dream of protecting the earth’s natural
resources as an Environmental Conservation Officer. I am immensely grateful
and appreciative to be a recipient of this
scholarship.

Danielle Slavis

New York City ∙ Class of 2020
Environmental Health
I am a freshman supporting myself financially, and I plan on
becoming more involved with waste management as my college career evolves. I
recently learned how America pays developing countries to dispose of our
trash. Many of the ways the developing
countries take care of this trash are life
threatening and unsafe for the people
and the environment. I hope to find a
career in helping our country dispose of
our waste properly and environmentally. Aside from this career goal, I have
been playing the drums for the past six
years, and am an avid twisty puzzle collector for the past four years (e.g. A Rubik’s Cub e). While these skills,
obviously, have nothing to do with my
goals of working in waste management;
they are still long-term hobbies that
have helped me manage my time and
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that, “perhaps a boy now in high school
will unlock the secrets of lignin or another as significant in the Hugh P. Baker
Laboratory, and so set men and industries in new action. In New York State it
wasn’t likely before that he could answer
a challenge of such magnitude. Now it
is. The Laboratory has the proper tools
for him and more important, its men
nurture the spirit of discovery.”
A 1957 ESF Facts and Figures publication about Baker Laboratory notes that,
“the total cost of the building for the cost
of construction, equipment and landscaping—will approach 4 million dollars and it will be 120,000 square feet.”
This publication reviews floor-by-floor
and room-by-room the specifics of all
the space in Baker down to the type of
equipment housed, including a fifty-four
inch veneer lathe, a triple drum sander, a
circular sawmill with a fifty-two inch saw
and a kiln with the capacity to hold 4,000
feet of lumber. The 1957 publication Baker Laboratory: Toward New Wealth from
Wood goes further and notes that there
were 70 teaching and research laboratories and 14 explosion-proof rooms.
Taking a step back into the 1920s,
well before Baker Laboratory was built
or even a dream, at a time when chemistry was coming to the forefront at the
College, Edwin Jahn was a student here.
He would become Dr. Jahn, having com-

gain a sense of discipline. What does
receiving this scholarship mean to you?
Receiving this scholarship is an incredible financial break to help me focus on
improving my grades. There have many
times where I felt as if I didn’t do as
well on tests as I could have due to lack
of sleep (from work) rather than a lack
of knowledge. This scholarship is a
breather; it will allow me take breaks
from work so I can focus on my studies
when needed.

Elaina Sherman

Skaneateles, NY ∙ Class of 2020
Conservation Biology
I work over the summer,
some weekends, and all
school breaks as a barista at Vermont Green
Mountain Specialty. I
actively participate in the Bob Marshall
Club, FORCES, and I joined Alpha Xi
Sigma Honor Society this semester. I
volunteer when I can, for instance, at
the fall and spring Campus Days of Service, Fall Trails Day in the Adirondacks
with the Bob Marshall Club, Relay for
Life, and conducting Hemlock Wooly
Adelgid surveys for FORCES. I am on
the President’s List. I am a hard worker,
and never give up until I accomplish
my goals. I plan to work in New York
State after graduation in a conservation
biology field. Since I am a freshman, I
am unsure exactly what I want to do,
but I would love to work for New York
State Parks and make a difference.
What does receiving this scholarship
mean to you? I am the youngest of seven children that have been sent to college by my parents. My father is retired
and my mother is still working, but college tuition has been quite a burden for
them over the years. My parents both
went to ESF and they help with the cost
of college, but I will have loans to pay
off once I graduate. Receiving this
scholarship means that I can focus on
my goals and conserve the environment
instead of focusing on money.
pleted his B.S. in 1925, his M.S. in 1926
(both at ESF) and his Ph.D. in organic
chemistry at McGill University in 1929.
Dr. Jahn returned to the College in
1938 as a Professor of Forest Chemistry
and in 1952, with the help of Dean Shirley , Jahn formally established the ESF
Department of Chemistry (independent
from the Pulp and Paper Program) and
served as its first chairman. He also led
the College as its Dean from 1967 to 1969.
In the 1990s, when it was determined
that Baker Laboratory needed to be rehabilitated and a new chemistry building was necessary, it was Dr. Jahn whose
name was chosen to grace the newest
chemistry building. Dr. Jahn was present when the Edwin C. Jahn Laboratory
was dedicated in 1997, witnessing the
culmination of a 3-year, $21 million construction of the 71,000 square foot space.
Anatole Sarko, who was the Chairman
of the Department of Chemistry at the
time, stated that, “the Department’s undergraduate and graduate students now
will be able to do the kind of research the
Department focuses on: solving environmental puzzles.”
Soon after the dedication of Jahn
Laboratory, Baker Laboratory would undergo a $37 million dollar rehabilitation,
reopening in 2008 with state-of-the-art
classrooms and labs.
Today, Baker and Jahn Labs stand
next to each other—serving as proud pillars and as testaments to the history of
chemistry at the College. 1
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THANK YOU Alumni Memorial Scholarships
to all of the sponsors
who supported the
2017 Annual ESF
Golf Tournament!
All proceeds benefit
the ESF Alumni
Memorial Scholarship.

Remembering our alumni who lost their lives serving our country
The Alumni Memorial Scholarships are awarded annually in JUNIORS
memory of those alumni who lost their lives while serving
their country. Plaques with the names of these honored alumni can be
seen in the Rotunda of Bray Hall. These awards are based not only on
scholarship, but also on extracurricular activities and character. The
Alumni Memorial Scholarships are handed out each year at the Central New York Alumni Dinner. Below are excerpts from the awards
presentation during the CNY Alumni Dinner on April 20. Funds for
these awards are made possible via the ESF Golf Tournament. Congratulations to the 2017 recipients!
Alyssa Dugan | 4.0 GPA
INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE STUDENTS

and was also the teaching assistant for
Cultural Ecology last fall. She is the Sustainability Division Intern at Syracuse
University, and a member of both the
ESF chapter of the Wildlife Society and
the Graduate Student Association.

Samantha Mello | 3.81 GPA
Environmental & Forest Biology

Xue Dong | 3.55 GPA

Environmental & Forest Biology
Xue Dong is originally from China and
is pursuing her PhD. She has a great
deal of research, teaching and conference experience. She was a Teaching
Assistant at Beijing Normal University.
In addition, she has published academic
articles and has one publication in press.
Xue worked as Extracurricular Instructor
at Roots & Shoots Beijing Office of the
Jane Goodall Institute, where she designed and organized five environmental education activities for students from
elementary schools and schools for the
deaf. In addition, she organized the 45th
annual Earth Day activities sponsored by
Beijing Municipal Bureau of Land.

Samantha is pursuing her M.S. degree.
Her thesis focuses on the effects of parasite-mediated competition between
native New England Cottontails and
non-native eastern Cottontails. She is
the EFB representative to the Graduate
Student Association, volunteers at ClearPath for Veterans, and is a member of
the SU Outing Club, the American Society of Mammologists, and the Wildlife Society. Samantha has presented
the preliminary results of her master’s
research at the New England Cottontail
Technical Committee Meeting, and at
the Annual Meeting of the American
Society of Mammologists.
SENIORS

Conservation Biology

Alyssa is a transfer student from Monroe Community College. She is a member of the Herpetology Club, the ESF
Society for Conservation Biology, and
she has participated in the Saturday of
Service volunteer clean-up. Prior to coming to Syracuse, Alyssa volunteered for a
number of organizations in and around
her hometown. She has held numerous
jobs during her college years.

Hailey Smalley | 3.95 GPA
Environmental Studies

Hailey is a student athlete. She is a
member of both the Cross Country and
Track & Field teams at ESF. She is Vice
President of The Knothole Campus Literary Magazine and is responsible for
organizing Knothole club events and
fundraisers. As part of the Student Environmental Education Coalition, Hailey volunteers weekly in a third-grade
classroom in Syracuse. She is also a Student Ambassador with the Admissions
Office, and an Exhibit Educator at the
MOST in Syracuse.
SOPHOMORES

Carolyn Chang | 3.96 GPA
Fish and Wildlife Biology and
Management

Carolyn Chang is a Canadian citizen
and is currently a PhD candidate. She
completed her Master of Science degree
in Applied Science at St. Mary’s University. Her doctoral thesis research involves enhancing the understanding of a
prevalent pathogen in zebrafish research
facilities. She presented this research at
the 7th Aquatic Animal Models of Human Disease conference, the Zebrafish
Husbandry Workshop at Aquaculture
America 2016, and it has been published
in various peer-reviewed journals. She is
a dedicated volunteer for organizations
that help to promote STEM fields to
school-aged girls.
GRADUATE STUDENTS

Kaitlyn Cambell | 3.55 GPA
Landscape Architecture

Kaitlyn is currently working part-time as
a Planning Intern at the Town of Dewitt
Planning and Zoning Department. One
of Kaitlyn’s design studio projects was
chosen by the LA Department to be one
of only two student projects featured at
the American Society of Landscape Architects Upstate Chapter Awards night.
She is Co-Chair of the Landscape Architecture Department’s Student Board,
and a Member of the LandSCAPE Club.
She is an active volunteer with the Girl
Scouts of Northeastern New York.

Pamella Selby | 3.96 GPA
Landscape Architecture

Amanda Gabryszak | 3.57 GPA
Environmental Science

We apologize to any of our sponsors
who joined us after the Alumni News
publication deadline. For a full
listing of our sponsors and businesses
that donated to the prize raffle,
visit www.esf.edu/alumni/golf

Amanda is working towards her M.S.
degree, studying the relationship between climate change variables and
wildlife disease range. Amanda received
her BS in Environmental Studies and
Journalism Cum Laude from Canisius
College in 2014. In addition to her research, Amanda is a Graduate Assistant

Pamella is an Orientation Leader, a
member of Sigma Lambda Alpha Landscape Architecture Honor Society, Alpha Xi Sigma Honor Society, and a
Student Member of the American Society of Landscape Architects. She is
also a graphic design volunteer intern
with the Smithsonian Libraries. She is
a Research Assistant at ESF’s Center
for Cultural Landscape Preservation.
In 2015, Pamella was chosen as one of
only 7 students to participate in a “field
school” at Acadia National Park where
she worked with National Park Service
staff to learn about topics related to cultural preservation.

Rachel Czerwinski | 3.95 GPA
Chemistry

Rachel is currently working with ESF
professor Dr. John Hassett analyzing
foam samples collected from the Finger Lakes. She has also served as an
Undergraduate Teaching Assistant for
General Chemistry. She plays baritone
horn for the SU Marching Band and
Concert Band, and has been a part of
ESF’s “Ecotones” a cappella group since
2015. Rachel is highly involved in campus activities such as the ESF/SU Food
Recovery Network, Active Minds, Alpha
Xi Sigma Honor Society, and SU Campus Cursive, to name only a few.

Hannah Noll | 3.56 GPA
Landscape Architecture

Hannah is a transfer student from Orange County Community College. At
OCCC, Hannah was a member of the
Honors Program and completed a number of community service projects. She
is currently part of CRU, a non-denominational Christian club and has also
previously participated in Math Team
and Rowing Club. Hannah has held a
number of jobs and she has volunteered
at Red Truck Homestead, an urban, organic farm in Portland, OR.
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ALUMNI EVENT PHOTOS

Pizza Study Break

CNY Alumni Dinner

The 2017 Central New York Alumni Dinner was held at
the beautifully-renovated Marriott Syracuse Downtown
(the former Hotel Syracuse) in April.

Prior to the Central New York Dinner, alumni were treated
to a behind-the-scenes tour of the extensive and impressive
renovations completed at the former Hotel Syracuse

College President Dr. Quentin Wheeler delivered an
update on campus happenings at the Central New York
Dinner in April.

Every year at the Central New York Alumni Dinner,
we honor the recipients of the Alumni Memorial
Scholarships. For bios on these outstanding students,
see page 13.

Making Connections

Nathan Pucko ’14 and Jane Yeh ’15 (center), both of
NYC Parks, speak with students during the dinner portion
of the Making Connections networking event held the
night before the annual Environmental Career Fair.

Bob Hargrove ’78 (retired from the US EPA) advises
students at the Making Connections Networking Event.

The annual Pizza Party Study Break, sponsored by
the Alumni Association, attracted hundreds of hungry
students. This event is held during finals week and aims to
give students a breather during a very hectic time of year.

Career Fair

Cheryl Bieren ’87 represented Rex Lumber Co. at the
Career Fair. She also shared her expertise with students
at the annual alumni and student networking event the
night before.

Ron Rogers ’98 (left) and Nick Kwiatkowski ’14 represent
Michael Grimm Landscape and Tree Service at the 2017
Career Fair.

Douglas Porter ’08 (left) and Andrew Ingram ’92
both work for Beardsley Architects and Engineers. They
attended the Environmental Career Fair in February.

James Burt ’11 (left) and Matt Micciche ’05 came to
campus for the Career Fair in February. Both alumni
work for Landscape East, a professional landscaping and
landscape design firm serving Central New York.

Champagne Toast – Cheers!

Eric Haslam ’98, of the Chazen Companies, met with
students and offered career advice at the 2017 alumnistudent networking event.

SU Basketball

A large crowd of alumni and their families gathered in
the Gateway Center for the annual Basketball Pizza Party
prior to the SU vs. Florida State game in January.

This group of happy graduates
raised their glasses in celebration at
the annual Champagne Toast.
Graduating
senior Robert
Patterson ’17
chats with Alumni
Association
President Thayer
Miller ’71 at the
Champagne Toast.
Robert was the
Alumni Office’s
work-study student
for the past year.

Each year at
the Champagne
Toast, the Alumni
Association raffles
off an ESF diploma
frame to one lucky
graduate. This year’s
winner, presented
with her prize
by Dr. Wheeler,
was Katherine
McGowan ’17.
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Alumni Gatherings

There was a great turnout at the Central New York
Alumni Gathering in March at the Dinosaur BBQ. Over
100 alumni and guests registered to attend!
In April, a crowd of 40 alumni gathered at the Bell in Hand Tavern in Boston for a happy hour event. Are you interested
in “hosting” an alumni event in your area? The Alumni Association can help! Give us a call at 315-470-6632.

These young alumni attended the Central New York
Alumni Group gathering at the Dinosaur BBQ in March.

Tom Hughes ’06 (left) and Frank Moses ’01 (center) visit
with a young alumna at the Dinosaur BBQ event. Tom
and Frank are both members of the Alumni Board of
Directors.

Attendees at the Central New York Alumni Group
gathering at the Dinosaur BBQ included (from left):
Doug Bartow ’63, David Clements, Alumni Board
Member Mary Clements ’82, and Mary Ellen Bartow.

Greg Booth ’98 (right) leads
a tour of his business, Blue
Toad Hard Cider, in Rochester.
Nearly 50 alumni attended
this event in June.

Rochester-area alumni
gathered at Blue Toad Hard
Cider in June for a happy hour
event, which included some
games of Cornhole!

Samantha Rae Talley ’15 in Washington, DC

Alumni Association President Thayer Miller ’71
(left) met up with Matt Renaud ’01 and Leslie
Barnes ’75 in Valencia, CA in June.

Lew Cutler ’74 in Syracuse

Jennifer Louie ’15 in NYC

March for Science

Hannah McManus ’16, Megan Barrow ’16, and Colleen Poje ’16 in NYC

Samantha (Vant) Biles ’12 in Portland, OR

The ESF tent at the Syracuse March for Science.

Erin Saul ’04 in Annapolis, MD

Emily Lyons ’95 in Pittsburgh

“Preacher Bob” Bruck ’78 was the Keynote Speaker at
the Raleigh, NC March for Science.
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SHOP THE ESF COLLEGE BOOKSTORE ONLINE

T

o order any of the items featured here or to view our large
selection of additional items, please visit the ESF College
Bookstore’s website: www.esfbookstore.com If you have questions,
contact the Bookstore at 315-470-6559. Thanks for shopping!

Shop the ESF College Bookstore Online

www.esfbookstore.com

New York T-Shirt

Columbia Omni Wick Golf Shirt

Vortex Bottle

Men’s Basketball Style Shorts

This t-shirt features the College
name over a shadow imprint
of New York State. Available in
Oatmeal, Green or Charcoal. One of
our best-selling t-shirts!

This lightweight shirt wicks
moisture and offers UPF 30
protection from the sun…perfect
for any outdoor event! A bondedseam sleeve pocket provides easy
access for a cell phone, ID or keys.
Contrast stitching adds a pop of
color to this super-comfortable,
¼-zip pullover.

17 oz. laser-engraved hot or
cold liquid bottle. Double wall,
vacuum insulated, stainless steel
and BPA free. Available in Black,
Champagne and Brown

100% moisture-wicking polyester.
Side pockets–dark green with gray
side inserts.

Sizes S–3XL
$20–$24

$22

Sizes S–XXL
$22

Sizes S–XXL
$55–$57

“Rite in the Rain” Pocket Notebook
Top spiral
waterproof
notebook
measures
4" by 6".
$8
Polo Golf Shirt

Alumni Crew Sweatshirt

Champlain Zip Hooded Sweatshirt

Our 50% cotton/50% polyester golf
shirt is made of DryBlend material
to wick away moisture. Available in
Gray or Dark Green

This 55% cotton/45% polyester
crew sweatshirt has a simple tree
seal and the full College name with
“Alumni” underneath. Available in
Heathered Green or Heathered
Blue.

This full-zip hooded sweatshirt is
made of 55% cotton/45% polyester
and is available in dark green and
chocolate brown.

Sizes S–3XL
$25–$29

Sizes S–XXL

Sizes S–XXL
$42–$44

$42–$44

Boonie Hat
The perfect hat for any outdoor
field work! Made of 100% polyester
quick-dry fabric with the full color
college logo embroidered on the
front. This hat has an adjustable
drawstring at the back of the head
for a secure fit and chin ties with a
toggle closure. One size fits most.
Available in Tan or Dark Green.
$25

Logo Decal

Men’s Sweatpants

Piper Long Sleeve T-Shirt

Outside-mount decal measures 4"
wide by 3½" high.

Our all-time, best-selling ESF
item—our heavyweight sweatpants!
These sweatpants have SUNY ESF
and a three-trees design
down the left leg. Made
of a 55% cotton/45%
polyester blend they are
available in Dark Green,
Navy and Charcoal.

Women’s relaxed fit 100% cotton
jersey long sleeve t-shirt. Available
in dark green and purple.

$4.50

Sizes S–XXL
$22
Gathering Moss
Autographed by the Author!

Sport Glass

Kid’s Acorn T-Shirt

This 13 oz. heavyweight glass mug
has the College seal imprinted in
black.

A t-shirt for that soon-to-be Mighty
Oak! Made of 100% cotton and
available in Yellow or Charcoal Gray.

Signed edition of Dr. Robin Wall
Kimmerer’s well-known book.
Gathering Moss is a series of linked
personal essays that will lead
general readers and scientists
alike to an understanding of how
mosses live and how their lives
are intertwined with the lives
of countless other beings. Dr.
Kimmerer clearly and artfully
explains the biology of mosses,
while at the same time reflecting on
what these fascinating organisms
have to teach us.

$10

Sizes 2T–4T

$18.95

Sizes S–XL
Silverado Keychain

$28

Leather loop key tag with laser
engraved letters. ESF is printed
on both sides. Available in Natural,
Brown and Green.
$8.50

Rabbit
Our 10" high seated rabbit wears a
white ESF hoodie.
$18.50

$17
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Two ESF Students Earn
SUNY Chancellor’s Award
wo ESF students were honored with the SUNY Chancell o r ’s Aw a r d f o r S t u d e n t
Excellence. Terrance “TC” Caviness of
Syracuse, New York, and Erika Sykes of
Fairport, New York, received the honor,
which includes framed certificates and
medallions that were worn at commencement. Chancellor’s Award honorees excel both in academic achievement
and in at least one of the following areas: leadership, athletics, community
service, creative and performing arts or
career achievement. This is the highest
honor a student can receive from SUNY.
The students were honored at a reception hosted by SUNY Chancellor Nancy
Zimpher in April.

Mighty Oaks Athletics Update

T

Terrance “TC” Caviness

Caviness, an environmental biology
major with minors in environmental
writing and rhetoric, and Native Peoples and the Environment, graduated
with Honors in May. He was an active
member of the Undergraduate Student
Association, including serving as director of student affairs and co-coordinator
of special events. He interned at Omora
Ethnobotanical Park in Chile and was
a founding member of Unearthed, the
ESF literary magazine. He taught a field
environmental course to high school
students at ESF’s Cranberry Lake Biological Station. Caviness also served as
orientation leader, the student representative to Academic Governance, layout
editor of The Knothole, and was a research assistant in Dr. Melissa Fierke’s

Daniel Ramin
Coordinator of
College Athletics
lab. He assisted in launching the Peer
Mentoring Program and was a peer tutor at the Writing Resource Center. He
is also a Fink Fellowship recipient and
member of the Friends of Beaver Lake
Nature Center Board of Trustees.

Erika Skyes

Sykes graduated this past May, with
Honors, from the Department of Paper
and Bioprocess Engineering with a major in paper engineering. She served as
the student representative to the ESF
Board of Trustees, was an active member of the Undergraduate Student Association, peer tutor coordinator and
head orientation leader. She also served
as a student peer mentor. Sykes served
on numerous campus committees and
task forces including the Strengthening Our Community Engagement Task
Force and the Paper and Bioprocess Engineering New Hire Search Committee.
She was a 2017 class marshal and member of the Paper and Bioprocess Engineering Club and the Alpha Xi Sigma
National Honor Society. 1

Oakie Wins SUNY Mascot Madness
ESF mascot dethrones defending champion

elow are some of the highlights
to another tremendous year for
the Mighty Oaks. We have over
200 student athletes on campus now,
and last year, these students competed
in more than 85 intercollegiate events.

B

Mighty Oaks Highlights
• The Men’s Cross Country team won
the HVIAC Conference Championship and finished fifth at the 2016
USCAA National Championship in
Virginia Beach,VA.
• The Women’s Cross Country team
won the HVIAC Conference championship and finished a strong fourth
at Nationals.
• The Men’s Soccer team won the conference playoffs, securing an automatic bid to Nationals, where they
finished second in their pool.
• The Women’s Soccer team also won
the conference playoffs. The team
lost in the finals of the USCAA National Tournament.
• The Men’s Basketball team had a historic year winning the most games
in program history and qualifying for
the HVIAC tournament.
• The Track and Field program had an
excellent third year showing great
timed improvement in several events
and at Invitationals.
• Our oldest intercollegiate team, the
Woodsmen team, had another suc-

cessful fall and spring, with a great
showing at the East Coast Lumberjack roundup.
• The new ESF Bass Fishing team won
the New York State Collegiate Cup
and is headed to Nationals in Alabama this summer.
• The Golf team won the ESF Invitational and had a great 8th place finish
at Nationals.
• And most impressively, there were 27
USCAA Academic All-Americans this
year. These are student-athletes with
a GPA of 3.5 or greater!

Athletics Staff
Regarding athletics staff updates,
John View retired this fall from coaching Cross Country and Track. We thank
him very much for his tremendous dedication to ESF and all of our studentathletes. The programs will be taken
over by prominent local runner and
coach, Mike Melfi. We look forward to
the continued success of the teams. The
Hudson Valley Intercollegiate Athletics
Conference recognized 3 of our coaches
this year as Conference Coaches of the
Year: John View for Cross Country, Scott
Blair for Men’s Basketball and Dan Ramin for Men’s and Women’s Soccer.
In closing, the Athletics Department
would like to thank the ESF Alumni Association for its tremendous support of
all our programs! The Association generously funds our year-end athletics banquet with awards and helps celebrate all
of the exceptional accomplishments of
our teams and student-athletes throughout the year. 1

Visit www.esfathletics.com for the latest athletics news and updates

ESF EARNS
‘TREE CAMPUS’ DISTINCTION
by the ESF Office of Communications
SF’s Oakie the Acorn won SUNY’s 2017 Mascot Madness in a
competition that came down to
the wire against defending champion
Victor E. Knight from SUNY Geneseo.
Oakie was the “Cinderella story” of this
year’s competition, defeating mascots
from Brockport, Albany, FIT and
Farmingdale, proving that it’s not the
size of the school that’s important, but
the spirit within the college that counts.
ESF is one of the smallest colleges that
competed.
According to SUNY, the final was decided by a difference of 0.6 percent in
the vote totals. Oakie drew support not
only from within ESF, but also the greater Syracuse and Central New York communities. Oakie was featured on evening
news stories and predominately on popular Syracuse morning radio show “Ted

E

and Amy in the Morning” on 93Q.
In a display of true sportsmanship,
Victor E. Knight came to ESF this
spring to present Oakie with the 2017
Mascot Madness trophy. ESF will now
be home for the Mascot Madness trophy
until next year’s competition.
Oakie currently represents 10 men’s
and women’s teams in ESF’s growing
athletics program. The intercollegiate
athletics program at ESF traces its roots
all the way back to 1912, the second
year of the College’s existence, when
students organized a Forestry Club on
campus that has sponsored an intercollegiate timber sports team every year
since. Today, students can compete in
soccer, golf, cross country, timber sports
(the Woodsmen’s Team), basketball,
track and bass fishing. The Mighty Oaks
are a member of the United States Collegiate Athletic Association. 1

ESF was once again recognized as a 2016 Tree Campus
USA by the National Arbor Day Foundation for its commitment to effective urban forest management.
“Students are eager to volunteer in their communities
and become better stewards of the environment,” said Mark
Harris, chief executive of the Arbor Day Foundation. “Participation in Tree Campus USA sets a fine example for other
colleges and universities, while helping to create a healthier
planet for us all.”
Tree Campus USA is a national program created in 2008
by the Arbor Day Foundation to honor colleges and universities for effective campus forest management and for engaging staff and students in conservation goals. ESF achieved
the title by meeting Tree Campus USA’s five standards,
which include maintaining a tree advisory committee, a
campus tree-care plan, dedicated annual expenditures for its
campus tree program, an Arbor Day observance and student
service-learning project. Currently there are 296 campuses
across the United States with this recognition. ESF was first
recognized as a Tree Campus USA in 2011.
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Class Notes
These class notes were received by the Alumni Office
before June 1, 2017. The next issue of the Alumni News
will have a deadline of January 1, 2018. Photos are always
welcome. Please print notes legibly, especially e-mail
addresses, and limit to 100 words. Ranger School graduates are welcome to submit notes. The Alumni News is
sent to all graduates of the College, including those of the
Ranger School. Please send your photos and news!
Please submit your Class Note:
Online www.esf.edu/forms/alumni/classnote.asp
Email

alumni@esf.edu

Mail

ESF Alumni Office
1 Forestry Drive, 219 Bray Hall
Syracuse, NY 13210

In Memoriam
The Alumni Office reserves the right to
edit Obituaries for spacing purposes. If you
would like more information on a deceased
alum, please contact the Office and we will
do our best to accommodate your request.
Thank you.
Please send obituaries to:
Nichole Dougherty
ESF Alumni Office
1 Forestry Drive, 219 Bray Hall
Syracuse, NY 13210-2785

1945

1952 reunion year

Robert Youngs (FRM) writes, “Those of
us in the class of 1945 at the New York
State College of Forestry were scattered early as the Japanese attacked
Pearl Harbor in 1941 and America
went to war. I have never seen most of
them since that time, but I would be
happy to hear from others who have
survived. I returned after the war and
had a most interesting and challenging career in conducting and administering research in the US Forest
Service, teaching at Virginia Tech, and
in many international assignments. I
now live in an assisted living facility in
Southwest Virginia and reflect on the
days at Syracuse. I can be reached at
ryoungs@vt.edu.”

This is a reunion year for your class!
We have a great slate of events
planned for the 2017 Senior Reunion/
Alumni & Family Fall Weekend on
October 26th–29th. The events begin
on Thursday evening and last through
Sunday. Reservation materials have
already been mailed to reunion
classes, so be on the lookout! You can
also access a reservation form online
by visiting www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend, or calling the ESF Alumni
Office at 315-470-6632.

1947 reunion year
This is a reunion year for your class!
We have a great slate of events
planned for the 2017 Senior Reunion/
Alumni & Family Fall Weekend on
October 26th–29th. The events begin
on Thursday evening and last through
Sunday. Reservation materials have
already been mailed to reunion
classes, so be on the lookout! You can
also access a reservation form online
by visiting www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend, or calling the ESF Alumni
Office at 315-470-6632.

1951
Rev. Edwin Vonderheide (FRM) writes,
“I am still living in our private home
in South Woodstock and if all goes
well, I will have my 90th birthday
in November. There is enough to
do keeping the house and grounds
presentable! Weekly I spend a day with
our area Food Bank and monthly I
work with produce distribution from
the Connecticut Food Bank. That and
local church duties keep me involved.
How about the rest of you?”

1953
William Leak (FRM) writes, “Still
working full time as a Research
Forester with the Northern Research
Station office in Durham, NH. The
job involves research harvests at our
Bartlett and Massabesic Experimental
Forests, write-ups, tours, talks, consulting, etc.—lots of field work in the
wonderful White Mountains of New
Hampshire as well as the oak-pine
forests of southern Maine. Why quit
such a great job?”

CHE
DUA
EFB
ENSCI
ERE
ES/EST
ES/LA
FEG
FOR
FORECON
FORZOOL
FRM
LA
PSE
RM
RS or W
WPE

Chemistry
Dual Forestry / Biology
Environmental & Forest Biology
Environmental Science
Environmental & Resource Engineering
Environmental Studies
Environmental Studies / Landscape Architecture
Forest Engineering
Forestry
Forest Economics
Forest Zoology
Forest Resource Management
Landscape Architecture
Paper Science Engineering / Pulp & Paper
Resource Management
Ranger School
Wood Products Engineering

by visiting www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend, or calling the ESF Alumni
Office at 315-470-6632.

1958
John Nesbitt (FRM) retired to Wallow
County in the northeast corner of
Oregon. He is still a member of the
Society of American Foresters, Lions
International and the United States
Department of Agriculture Forest
Service 50 Year Club in Portland.
Nicolas Tipple (WPE) writes, “Founded
Tipple Logging and Lumber in 1970.
Sold business to Meltz Family in 2003.
Continued to work for new owners
until 2006. Semi-retired after 2006.
Still do some work for Ghent Wood
Products, the name the Meltz family
gave my old enterprise.”

1959

Rolf Wallenstrom (WPE) writes,
“Ginnie and I have recently moved
from out home in Vancouver, WA to
Eagles Trace, 104 Plum Tree Terrace,
Apartment 223 in Houston, TX 77077.
We are enjoying getting acquainted
with Texas and meeting many new
friends. Just returned from a quick trip
back to Virginia and Washington, DC
to attend a funeral.”

1957 reunion year
This is a reunion year for your class!
We have a great slate of events
planned for the 2017 Senior Reunion/
Alumni & Family Fall Weekend on
October 26th–29th. The events begin
on Thursday evening and last through
Sunday. Reservation materials have
already been mailed to reunion
classes, so be on the lookout! You can
also access a reservation form online

Jackie & Dick Rounseville ’59 camping
at Lake One Minnesota during a canoe
trip in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness.
Robert Smith (FOR) writes, “My
wife Barbara and I still live near
Wilmington, North Carolina. In 2014
we moved into a large condo overlooking the Cape Fear River. I retired in
1994 from the USDA in Washington,
D.C. We are active but slowing down.
I’m still writing essays and commentary on my blog site, res33blog.com,
and can be reached at res33@twc.com.”

1962 reunion year

1955
Josh Grammel (PSE) writes, “I am
finishing my term as president of the
Residents’ Council of a retirement
community in Lake Oswego, OR. I
have one more year to serve on their
Board of Directors. We are eagerly
awaiting the summer birth of our
first great-grandchild, a boy. I cannot
believe it has been 62 years since
graduation.”

fund should be made out to ‘ESF
College Foundation’ with ‘Class of ’59
Fund’ on the memo line.”

John Dean ’59 black bear hunting in
British Columbia in May of 2017.
Dick Rounseville (FRM) writes, “We are
still plying the Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness up the Minnesota/
Canadian border. Last year we spent
a week on a houseboat in Voyageurs
National Park, located just west of the
BWCA. A very interesting experience.
The Park has designated sites to secure
the houseboats at night or in a storm.
They range from sand beaches to sheer
rock cliffs. After the houseboat trip,
we went back to the BWCA where we
encountered a week of nasty, cold rain.
Spent that week in a friend’s cabin on
a lake, then managed a short canoe
trip before September was over and we
needed to start home. The door is still
open and will remain open for those
of you who still wish to contribute to
our scholarship fund. We have a ways
to go to reach our $50,000 goal. As
I write this we are expecting our 8th
great-grandchild any day. Our family
continues to grow and Jackie and I are
having a hard time keeping up. We
will be celebrating our 60th anniversary
in 2017. Hopefully in the wilderness,
as we were married in the month of
September. Our best to all of you in
2017. P.S. Checks to the scholarship

This is a reunion year for your class!
We have a great slate of events
planned for the 2017 Senior Reunion/
Alumni & Family Fall Weekend on
October 26th–29th. The events begin
on Thursday evening and last through
Sunday. Reservation materials have
already been mailed to reunion
classes, so be on the lookout! You can
also access a reservation form online
by visiting www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend, or calling the ESF Alumni
Office at 315-470-6632.

1963
Hermann Welm (FRM) writes, “Retired
now for about 8 years; it’s pretty neat!
Still building furniture for friends and
family, plus volunteering 2 mornings
per week at a local hospital. Most of
my time is, however, spent in wildlife
rehabilitation at Lindsay Wildlife
Hospital, Walnut Creek, CA. Great
people; very rewarding!”

1964
Lew Auchmoody (FOR) writes, “Jo
and I are now spending the summer
months at our new lake home on
the East Shore of Schroon Lake, NY,
about 30 miles north of Pack Forest.
We reside in Ormond Beach, Florida
during the winter. All classmates are
invited to visit us at either location.”
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Jesse Dubin (EFB) writes, “I am still
doing some pathology training with
young wheat pathologists at CIMMYT
in Mexico. I marched in D.C. recently
in support of science in general and
for climate research funding. I plan
to march as long as I can walk. The
ESF scholarship award in honor of
the Peace Corps has been given for
several years and we hope to increase
the stipend with further help from
returned Peace Corps volunteers and
other supporters. All the best to mates
in Classes of 1963 and 1964.”

Jesse Dubin ’64 marches for science in
Washington, DC.

Doug Brings (FRM) visited Steve
Stutzbach ’66 (FOR) in Missoula, MT
in September, 2016.

Fran Lapolla (EFB) owner and operator
of Savannah Coastal EcoTours has
enjoyed visits from Greg Williams (’11,
FRM) and Sarah Gluck as they explored Ebenezer Creek near Savannah,
GA as well as Lisa (Steivater) Smith
(’94, EFB) who explored the Savannah
area marshes.

Dean Phelps (FRM) writes, “I am still
spending summers on my boat up on
the Great Lakes. Thinking about settling down...trying to figure out where!”

This is a reunion year for your class!
We have a great slate of events
planned for the 2017 Senior Reunion/
Alumni & Family Fall Weekend on
October 26th–29th. The events begin
on Thursday evening and last through
Sunday. Reservation materials have
already been mailed to reunion
classes, so be on the lookout! You can
also access a reservation form online
by visiting www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend, or calling the ESF Alumni
Office at 315-470-6632.
Thomas Catterson (EFB) writes, “Now
splitting the year between our home
in Clinton, NY and winter quarters in
southwest Florida, along the Gulf of
Mexico. I spend a lot of time fishing
in the mangroves, a type of forest we
don’t have in New York. Also now
weeding through 50+ years of old book
collecting, selling antiquarian and
collectible books online.”

1968
Russell Breiner (LA) writes, “After 20
years as owner of Killian Green Golf
Club here in Miami, I sold the club
in June of 2016 and formally entered
the ranks of retirement. Along with
Naomi, my wife of 36 years, we are
headed for a 7-month commitment
to help our son and daughter-in-law
care for two of our grandchildren
in Birmingham, Alabama as Philip
completes his graduate studies at the
University of Alabama.”

Don Moore III ’76/’01
THEN

1965
1967 reunion year

THEN & NOW PROFILE

Fran Lapolla ’68 with Sarah Gluck and
Greg Williams ’11 during a visit to Fran’s
Savannah Coastal EcoTours.

Hometown / High School:
Syracuse/Jamesville-Dewitt
Major: Wildlife Biology/Zoology
with a minor in Entomology
ESF Degree: Bachelor of Science in 1976, Doctor of Philosophy 2001
Activities while at ESF: Syracuse University Ski Team
Awards: Dence Award and Syracuse University varsity letter
Education after ESF: Syracuse University, Master of Public
Administration
NOW

Residence: Portland, OR
Family: Married, 2 daughters
Career: Zoo-based conservation biologist. Current position is Director of
Oregon Zoo. Professional Fellow, Association of Zoos and Aquariums.
Hobbies: Hiking, fishing, biking, jam-making, writing.
Professional Distinctions: Association of Zoos and Aquariums
Inspector of the Year. Great Courses Smithsonian Professor of Zoology
(Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute Senior Science Advisor,
Great Course: Zoology through the Teaching Company).
What does ESF mean to you?: ESF has such small and dedicated
class sizes and focus that I made best friends for life, personally and
professionally. The ESF education also prepared me for everything
that has challenged me through my career, and has made me the most
effective conservation practitioner and educator possible.

John Hastings (FRM) Jim Beil (FRM)
and John Farrar (FRM) get together
weekly for breakfast and a hike. They
have dubbed themselves the OFF (Old
Farts and Friends) Hiking Club.

Lisa (Steivater) Smith ’94 explores
the Savannah area marshes via Fran
Lapolla’s ’68 Savannah Coastal EcoTours.

1969
Walter Cook (FOR) writes, “After
receiving a Ph.D in June of 1971, we
moved to Georgia where I taught at
the University of Georgia for 25 years
and we bought a ‘beginner’ house
(realtor’s term). On August 27, 2011, 40
years after moving in, we moved out of
our beginner house and into a house
all on one floor, maybe it will be our
‘ender’ house. I am still designing foot
trails occasionally and doing stewardship work for the Oconee River Land
Trust. Motto: ‘If you are lucky enough
to be in the woods, you are lucky
enough.’

1970
David Hall (EFB) writes, “I decided to
go back to flying in 2010, and am now
running two airports and two flight
schools in Pennsylvania. Recognized
by Aircraft Owners and Pilots
Association (AOPA) as one of top 1%
of flight instructors in the nation in
2014, 2015, and again in 2016.”

Jim Beil ’70 and John Farrar ’70 during
a hike at The Gooley Club Property in the
heart of the Adirondack Mountains.

1971
Jeffrey Barnes (EFB) writes, “After
having ‘retired’ from a 42-year career
as an energy project environmental
specialist and environmental consultant in the summer of 2013, and
being home for about 15 months, I
decided to get back into the fray. I
returned to a position of construction environmental inspection (CEI),
first on a gas pipeline project in NW
North Dakota in 2014–15 and then on
an oil pipeline project across eastern
Colorado in 2015–16, after which I
‘retired’ again. But, early this year, I
again went back to work providing CEI
on the New Market Gas Expansion
Project in Eastern NY. With a fantastic
wife, four great kids and nine amazing grandchildren to love and spoil,
maybe this one will be the final project
(but if that gas line in Alaska gets
going [Roger Post ’76 (FRM)—keep
me current, please] maybe there’ll just
have to be one more!). Contact me at
jobarnes13@gmail.com if you’re looking for advice on how NOT to retire!”

William Blumel (FRM) spent last summer working as a Natural Resources
Specialist at Lake Milton State Park in
Ohio.

1972 reunion year
This is a reunion year for your class! We
have a great slate of events planned
for the 2017 Alumni & Family Fall
Weekend on October 27th–29th. The
events begin on Friday afternoon
and last through Sunday. Reservation
materials have already been mailed to
reunion classes, so be on the lookout!
You can also access a reservation form
online by visiting www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend, or calling the ESF Alumni
Office at 315- 470-6632.
Richard Hawks (LA) writes, “I will
retire in August 2017. The combination
of my first two grandchildren, 38 years
on the faculty and the reality that I turn
70 this fall made the timing seem right.
I still enjoy teaching and value my
interaction with colleagues and friends
like you. I hope to maintain a relationship with the Department in Professor
Emeritus status and will continue to be
active in the professional organizations
such as ASLA , CELA and LAF. George
Curry and I hope to see you at the ESF
alumni event at the ASLA meeting
in Los Angeles this October. I feel
fortunate to have had such a fulfilling
career in a fantastic profession.

Richard Hawks ’72 in January of 1979 –
his first-semester teaching at SUNY ESF.
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1974
Tim Brown (EFB) is
currently serving as
President of the
American Backflow
Prevention
Association, and also working as
Environmental Compliance Manager
of the Albemarle County Service
Authority, where he oversees both
potable water and wastewater quality
issues. In his spare time, he loves
hiking along the Skyline Drive and
Blue Ridge Parkway in western
Virginia, and continues to add to his
vinyl record collection. Tim writes,
“I’m at the forefront of the vinyl
revival! Would sure enjoy hearing
from any of you at dtimbrown118@
gmail.com.”
Patrick Reynolds (FRM) writes, “My
degree in Wildlife Biology allowed me
many wonderful opportunities, such
as a stream protection biologist for the
DEC as well as a Wildlife Officer with
the Florida Fish & Wildlife as one of
the elite wildlife specialists regulating
native and non-native wildlife brought
into the state. It was a real privilege
working on videos with “Animal
Planet” and “River Monsters.”

1976
Janet Kurman Hesselbarth (FRM)
writes, “After a year of the roller
coaster ride of trying to sell my home
in Fort Collins, CO I am happy to
report it has been sold, the new buyers
love the place, the transaction was
smooth and I’m now in Missoula, MT.
My brother-in-law Dennis Hesselbarth
came over from Seattle, WA to help
me load and move a year of somewhat
zen living’s worth of things north and
west. Like my late husband, Woody,
Dennis is a master packer. I just stood
back and let him plan the load like a
master stone mason. The day-and-ahalf drive to MT was uneventful. The
day after we left Fort Collins, a late
spring storm dumped about 5-6 soggy
inches of snow in town. I’ve found
an apartment to live in while I search
for my last best place in Missoula. Refamiliarizing myself with the streets,
neighborhoods, and old haunts.
Discovering a few new fun places and
looking forward to catching up with
old friends around MT.”
Jeff Sambur (RM) writes “Hi folks, I’m
gainfully unemployed and still retired.
I travel to pretty places, take photos
and blog about it.” Visit Jeff’s blog at
http://jeffsambur.blogspot.com/.

1977 reunion year
This is a reunion year for your class! We
have a great slate of events planned
for the 2017 Alumni & Family Fall
Weekend on October 27th–29th. The
events begin on Friday afternoon
and last through Sunday. Reservation
materials have already been mailed to
reunion classes, so be on the lookout!
You can also access a reservation form
online by visiting www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend, or calling the ESF Alumni
Office at 315- 470-6632.
Scott Chase (LA) writes, “I remain
based in Pine Plains, NY with my
wife Jeanne who I started dating

upon graduation 40 years ago. We are
both retired (me after 32 years with
Dutchess County Planning and Jeanne
after 37 years as a Nurse Practitioner.)
We recently celebrated our daughter’s
wedding and have our son’s wedding
coming. We are part-time in Indian
Lake, NY (feeding the blackflies this
month) but otherwise enjoying the
Adirondacks. We have a full plate of
volunteer activities and manage to
travel but would love to hear from and
get together with the crew from the
all-night studio stew.”
Dan Peterson (EFB) is celebrating
40 years of practicing forestry in
Wisconsin! He works for Verso
Corporation procuring timber for the
company’s Lake States paper mills. He
also serves as the Chair of Wisconsin’s
State Tree Farm Committee. He and
his wife, Mari Beth, have 6 adult children all of whom are married and have
blessed them with 13 grandchildren.
Dan enjoys music and gardening in
his free time, and of course—spending time with grandchildren!

Michael Demeyer (PSE) writes, “With
my youngest daughter graduating
from college in June, it’s the perfect
time to expand my horizons by taking
a 1-year posting in our Beijing office.
I am currently VP of Commercial
Standards and Partnerships at Dolby
Laboratories in San Francisco, where
I have worked for almost 6 years,
and live in Dublin, CA. PS&E classmates, drop me a line at michael@
demeyer.org and perhaps we’ll see you
in Beijing!”
Scott Harris (EFB) writes, “Planning
on retiring in summer 2018 after 30
years of state service (23 years as an
Environmental Scientist with the CA
Dept. of Fish and Wildlife.) Look me up
at pasadenascott@gmail.com if anyone
wants to contact me and touch base.”
Denise Hobson (EFB) started a 3-month
hike on the Appalachian Trail on April
4th and informed us that she met a
fellow Stumpie on the very first day.

PJ Stokes (FRM) and John Coffey
(FRM) recently toured Italy together
with their wives, Judi Stokes and Joan
Coffey, SU ’78. Friends planning to
attend the 40th Reunion in October
can reach John at cupof30@gmail.com
or PJ at pjstokes211@aol.com

Denise Hobson ’78 on the Appalachian
Trail with her ESF flag.

PJ Stokes ’77 and John Coffey ’77
recently toured Italy together with their
wives.

1978
Jean (Torrance) Brown (EFB) has
moved to Saratoga Springs with her
husband, Gary, and daughter, Emily.
They still have a summer home on
Friends Lake and are now only one
hour away instead of the 5-hour ride
from Long Island.
JoAnn Cornish (LA) is the Director of
Planning, Building, and Economic
Development for the City of Ithaca,
where she has worked for the past
20 years. She married Jon Epps (SU).
They have two children and two
grandchildren. JoAnn writes, “Hello
to all my friends out there from the
Classes of 1978 and 1979! I would love
to hear from you.”
William Clark (EFB) writes, “My wife
and I have spent most of the past 25
years in Bulgaria. For the past 10 years
I’ve been teaching environmental
science at the American University in
Bulgaria. Bulgaria is a beautiful country with a number of environmental
challenges. If you’re in the neighborhood, feel free to look me up.”

Edward Olley (LA) writes, “Wondering
where all my old school buddies from
LA have gone? E-mail me at ed@
gymopc.com.”

1979
Don Cardin (EFB), Bill Wilson (EFB),
Bob Golde (’80, LA) and Pam (Lester)
Golde (’80, LA) all got together for a
mini-reunion in East Greenbush, NY.
The visit revolved around an early May
turkey hunting trip. The event was
hosted by Greg Healey with Jeff and
Mark Cardin also in attendance. You
may remember these guys having all
been frequent weekend visitors to the
Syracuse campus. It was a splendid
party and a wonderful chance for
everyone to catch up after our last
get-together eight years ago.

1980
Dan Wiley (EFB) writes, “I retired from
the USPS in April, 2016 after 32 years.
I am enjoying the free time with our
3 grandsons, hunting, skiing, and
working at my lawn service/landscape
business part-time.”

1981
Kevin Lansey (FEG) and Deirdre
Brosnihan ’04 (ERE) attended the 2017
American Society of Civil Engineers
Southern Arizona E-Week Banquet.
Deirdre is the current president of
the ASCE Southern Arizona Branch
and Project Manager for Pima County
Regional Flood Control District. Kevin
is a professor and Department Head at
the University of Arizona Department

of Civil Engineering and Engineering
Mechanics. Deirdre earned her MS in
Hydrology and Water Resources from
the University of Arizona in 2006.

Kevin Lansey ’81 and Deirdre Brosnihan
’04 at the 2017 American Society of Civil
Engineers Southern Arizona E-Week
Banquet.

1982 reunion year
This is a reunion year for your class! We
have a great slate of events planned
for the 2017 Alumni & Family Fall
Weekend on October 27th–29th. The
events begin on Friday afternoon
and last through Sunday. Reservation
materials have already been mailed to
reunion classes, so be on the lookout!
You can also access a reservation form
online by visiting www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend, or calling the ESF Alumni
Office at 315- 470-6632.
Michael Trianni (EFB) writes, “I am
still living in the Northern Mariana
Islands, now working for the NOAA
Fisheries Pacific Islands Fisheries
Science Center. I hope everyone has
made out well in their respective lives
and careers.” Michael can be contacted
at Mtrianni@gmail.com.

1983
Murray Wade (EFB)
writes, “I am an
ornithologist with
CDM Smith in
Knoxville, TN. My
youngest daughter just graduated
from the University of Tennessee. Two
other children are doing well in their
careers. My wife and I enjoy bird
watching and working together for the
Lord. I constantly have fond memories
of ESF.”

1984
Jeff O’Gorman (FEG), Vince Christofora
(FEG), and Eric White (FEG) conducted the inaugural FEG Symposium
in Albany. The wide-ranging forum
included a discussion of whether
other FEGers had entered the Witness
Protection Program. It was noted that
2019 will be 35 years, so reunion planning should begin immediately.”

1985
Craig Miller (FRM) writes, “Last fall
I started a new role as Assistant to
the Bishop in Central Pennsylvania
(Upper Susquehanna Synod-ELCA).
This included a move from Brooklyn
to Mifflinburg, PA. We are enjoying
our new life among farms and mountains, and the lovely Susquehanna
River.”
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1987 reunion year

1999

This is a reunion year for your class! We
have a great slate of events planned
for the 2017 Alumni & Family Fall
Weekend on October 27th–29th. The
events begin on Friday afternoon
and last through Sunday. Reservation
materials have already been mailed to
reunion classes, so be on the lookout!
You can also access a reservation form
online by visiting www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend, or calling the ESF Alumni
Office at 315- 470-6632.

Steve Brown (ES) climbed 19,300 ft.
tall Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania,
Africa this past December. It was his
4th continental summit behind 22,800
ft. Aconcagua in Argentina, 20,320 ft.
Mt. McKinley (Denali) in Alaska and
18,500 ft. Mt. Elbrus in Russia. Steve is
a Professor of Agriculture and Natural
Resources at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks.

1990

This is a reunion year for your class! We
have a great slate of events planned
for the 2017 Alumni & Family Fall
Weekend on October 27th–29th. The
events begin on Friday afternoon
and last through Sunday. Reservation
materials have already been mailed to
reunion classes, so be on the lookout!
You can also access a reservation form
online by visiting www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend, or calling the ESF Alumni
Office at 315- 470-6632.

Barbara (Teetsel) Webb (EFB) writes,
“Jay Webb (’89, FRM) and I have laid
down roots here in Central Oregon.
Working on fledging our children,
however two sons do not seem to be
interested in a cause similar to ours.
Funny how that happens.”

1992 reunion year
This is a reunion year for your class! We
have a great slate of events planned
for the 2017 Alumni & Family Fall
Weekend on October 27th–29th. The
events begin on Friday afternoon
and last through Sunday. Reservation
materials have already been mailed to
reunion classes, so be on the lookout!
You can also access a reservation form
online by visiting www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend, or calling the ESF Alumni
Office at 315- 470-6632.

1994
Les Johnson (EFB) and his family
recently immigrated to Halifax, Nova
Scotia, where his wife will be attending university in the fall. His sons,
Liam and DJ, are looking forward to
the new opportunities this adventure
brings! Les writes, “Any other Stumpy
Haligonians out there? Get in touch!”

1996

2002 reunion year

2007 reunion year
This is a reunion year for your class! We
have a great slate of events planned
for the 2017 Alumni & Family Fall
Weekend on October 27th–29th. The
events begin on Friday afternoon
and last through Sunday. Reservation
materials have already been mailed to
reunion classes, so be on the lookout!
You can also access a reservation form
online by visiting www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend, or calling the ESF Alumni
Office at 315- 470-6632.
Katie Sheridan (EFB) writes, “As part
of my biology Master’s thesis research,
I used VHF telemetry and motionsensing video cameras to monitor
habitat use patterns of a population of
endangered, nocturnal, forest-dwelling
ducks at Zealandia Wildlife Sanctuary
in Wellington, New Zealand. Findings
will help guide conservation management efforts for the species.”

Steven Keller received
the Paper and Board
Division Technical
Award and the Harris O.
Ware Prize from TAPPI.
AmyLea (Nicastro) Wereley (EFB)
writes, “Married Richard A. Wereley
on September 6, 2015. Moved to a
beautiful new home on 8 wooded
acres in Pennsylvania. Raised 5 kittens from 1 day old (no mother cat),
adopted 3.”

1997 reunion year
This is a reunion year for your class! We
have a great slate of events planned
for the 2017 Alumni & Family Fall
Weekend on October 27th–29th. The
events begin on Friday afternoon
and last through Sunday. Reservation
materials have already been mailed to
reunion classes, so be on the lookout!
You can also access a reservation form
online by visiting www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend, or calling the ESF Alumni
Office at 315- 470-6632.

Katie Sheridan ’07 conducts research
in the Zealandia Wildlife Sanctuary in
Wellington, New Zealand.
Beth Ulion (ES) and Maggie Saia (’09,
EFB) owned the “Wisconsin Becoming
an Outdoors-Woman 2017 Winter
Weekend Workshop.” They aced
firearm safety, target practice, archery,
intro to mammal trapping, and one
of them flipped their snowmobile and
got a concussion. She’s ok now.

2012 reunion year
This is a reunion year for your class! We
have a great slate of events planned
for the 2017 Alumni & Family Fall
Weekend on October 27th–29th. The

THEN & NOW PROFILE

Monica Giermek ’08
THEN

Hometown / High School:
East Aurora, New York
Major: Environmental Science;
focus in Watershed Science
ESF Degree: Bachelor of Science
Activities while at ESF: Orientation Leader; Student Mentor; Engineers
Without Borders; Student Activity Programming Board; Ballroom Dance
Instructor
Awards: Robin Hood Oak Award in 2008
Education after ESF: In 2015 I received my Masters of Science in Climate
Change and Sustainable development from The University of Cape
Town. My thesis focused on sustainable drainage practices to alleviate
flooding along an urban river in Cape Town, South Africa.
NOW

Residence: Naperville, Illinois, a western suburb of Chicago.
Family: I am engaged to Dr. Toby Rockstroh, a German born, South
African-raised mechanical engineer researcher. Toby and I met when I
was visiting Cape Town on my way home from completing my 27-month
Peace Corps contract in Malawi. While working in Malawi, I had a South
African friend working for the United Nation Development Programme
(UNDP). This friend connected me to his social circle for my Cape Town
visit, and that is how I met Toby at a rooftop bar. This past December
while visiting Cape Town, we became engaged on the same rooftop and
are planning an early 2018 wedding in South Africa.
Career: Presently I am a Water Resources Scientist at a mid-sized, familyowned engineering firm in the Chicago area, Christopher B. Burke
Engineering, Ltd. I joined in 2015 and work on a variety of stormwater
projects, with a specific focus on using sustainable drainage techniques
(vegetated bioswales and other BMPs) to mitigate stormwater flooding
and to improve water quality.
Following graduation at ESF, I was a U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer in
Malawi, working with communities to reduce deforestation and explore
sustainable agriculture practices. I resided in a mud-brick house, 5 miles
from electricity and paved roads, cooking meals over an open fire. I
quickly learned how to fetch water and carry a bucket on my head as well
as the local bantu language, Chitumbuka. After Peace Corps, I resided
in Cape Town, South Africa for four years, working within the water
resources sector as well as completing my master’s degree.
Hobbies: Traveling and Pure Barre – an exercise studio with ballet and
Pilates inspired workouts. For traveling, most recently I enjoyed mojitos
in Havana, Cuba and this summer I’m hopeful to see buffalo herds in
Yellowstone National Park.
What does ESF mean to you?: Peace Corps was an incredible experience
and I am glad I chose to apply during my senior year at ESF – a decision
which stemmed from conversations with Dr. Endreny and his volunteer
experience, as well as other staff and teaching assistants I had during my
undergrad. ESF is saturated with students and staff of various diverse
backgrounds, and I am grateful I was exposed to new ideas and paths
such as Peace Corps and living abroad during my time on campus.
My professional career in water resources has been shaped by inspiring
hydrology classes, interactions and failed class projects (that time our
natural wetland purification experiment with real cow manure smelled
so bad we were forced to shut the project down) with Dr. Diemont, Dr.
Lautz, Dr. Endreny, and Dr. Hassett. I can assure you all that I would
have studied harder had I known then how incredibly professionallyapplicable your assignments were to my now daily job tasks!

events begin on Friday afternoon
and last through Sunday. Reservation
materials have already been mailed to
reunion classes, so be on the lookout!
You can also access a reservation form
online by visiting www.esf.edu/alumni/
fallweekend, or calling the ESF Alumni
Office at 315- 470-6632.
David Enden (EFB) writes, “When
I left ESF, the only thing I knew
is that I wanted to help animals.
Inspired by Dr. Bill Shields to study
animal behavior, I took a research
opportunity in Africa to study big cats.
Following my graduation, I interned
at Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge, a
big cat sanctuary in Arkansas. I was so
excited to be surrounded by big cats, I

never really realized how the cats got
to the U.S., or why exactly they were
in a sanctuary.” David’s path took him
to grad school in Colorado where he
is now the instructor of Marketing
for Animal Professionals. He is also
a Board Member for the nonprofit
Generation Awakening and was an apprentice to Tim Harrison, the Director
of Outreach for Animals and star
of the award winning documentary,
“Elephant in the Living Room.” David
recently presented a TEDtalk entitled
“Big Cats: Available in Backyards
Nationwide” which can be viewed on
Youtube. He will also be releasing a
documentary.
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Accolades & Professional News, continued

2013

2017

1973

Nory Mitchell (EFB) writes, “I work
for the NYC Department of Parks and
Recreation as an Urban Park Ranger.
My job is to ensure the public enjoys
all city parks and playgrounds in a safe
and fun manner.”

Congratulations, Class of 2017! The
ESF Alumni Association welcomes
the 2017 graduates as alumni! We’d
like to hear from you…please send
us your Class Note. Photos welcome!
Your Class Note can be submitted one
of three easy ways, visit www.esf.edu/
forms/alumni/classnote.asp, e-mail
alumni@esf.edu or mail your note to
ESF Alumni Office, 1 Forestry Drive,
219 Bray Hall, Syracuse, NY 13210.

Stephen Jones (FRM) recently founded
Great Blue Heron, LLC, a firm dedicated to assisting enterprises anchored
in personal integrity and professional
ethics to achieve success with lessons
written in or inspired by nature. Great
Blue Heron’s vision is for clients to
perform better (financially, socially,
and environmentally), understand
more clearly their earth home, and
embrace the tenets of responsible
earth stewardship. Steve also published his first book, Nature Based
Leadership, which can be seen featured
in this edition’s “ESF Bookshelf.”

2016

1976
William Mason (ES) was appointed for
a four-year term as Otsego County’s
Superintendent of Highways, Forests,
and Parks on September 7, 2016.
Jennifer Gienau ’16 and PJ Connell
’15 work together performing sanitary
inspections on elevated water storage
tanks.
Alaina Mallette (ES) writes, “Finishing
my service with Peace Corp as a GIS
Specialist with the Environmental and
Natural Resources Agency in Puebla,
Mexico. I have trained environmental
professionals in Quantum GIS and
other technologies. Post Peace Corp,
I hope to be employed as a Visual
Information Specialist and working
towards a Certificate in GIS.”

Jyotika (Nicci) Shah ’17 and Nidhi Baid
’17 celebrate their recent graduation.

Tisha (Drozdowski) Morrell (EFB)
recently received the University
of Portland Dean’s Award for
Outstanding Leadership where she is
Professor of Education and Director of
the STEM Center.

1979
Dr. Wheeler congratulates this year’s
commencement student speaker,
Abhinandan (Ahbi) Mehra ’17.

Accolades & Professional News
1956

1970

Phil Hamilton (FRM) writes, “Upon
retiring from the US Bureau of Land
Management in 1994, after 18 years
of leading preparation of their land
use plans and EISs for the Pacific
Northwest, I expanded my volunteer
roles. Initially, I spread my energy
among seven nonprofits, serving
at peak on sixteen boards and committees. But slowly I narrowed my
focus to a nearby Oregon state park,
where I’ve led volunteer stewardship
activities, mainly emphasizing the
removal of invasive, non-native plants.
I recently reached a total of 24,000
volunteer hours there, accumulated
over the last 23 years. Several awards
have recognized those efforts.”

Dennis Parent (FRM) writes, “As part
of my forestry consulting responsibilities, I was asked to write a summary
and review of the nutrition of grand
fir (Abies grandis), a common tree
species in the Intermountain West.
Finally, after much hard work and help
from co-author Mark Coleman at the
University of Idaho, the article was accepted and published earlier this year
by Forests, an online peer-reviewed
journal.” Please e-mail the Alumni
Association for a link to the article.

Phil Hamilton ’56 recently reached a
total of 24,000 volunteer hours in an
Oregon State Park.

1968
Nik Lopoukhine (FOR) has retired and
is now serving as National Trustee
Chair of the Conservation Committee
of the Canadian Parks and Wilderness
Society.

1978

Gary Prentice (PSE) retired in
November 2016 after 44 years in Pulp
and Paper or related industries. He
worked for four pulp and paper companies and two chemical companies
that serviced the pulp and paper industry. He writes, “The really strange
thing is that none of the four pulp
and paper companies I worked for
exist today as they did when I worked
for them. Hammermill, Champion
International and Temple Inland all
became International Paper. Potlatch
became a REIT and what I worked for
became Clearwater Paper.” He also
informs us, “My wife, Michele, and I
still live in SE Texas and are adjusting
to the retired, empty nest stage in our
lives. I have now visited all 48 of the
lower 48 states and only have Alaska
and Hawaii on the bucket list. Getting
two retirement checks from IP but
never worked for them.”

Barry LeClair (FRM) is now a
high school science teacher (tutor and coach) for Pinellas County
(Florida) Public Schools’ Graduation
Enhancement Program of Educational
Alternative Services (GEP-EAS).
Thomas Martin (FRM) was selected
as the 2017 recipient of the New York
State Department of Environmental
Conservation’s Neil Murphy Award.
The award recognizes individuals who
demonstrate strong leadership skills.
Tom began his career at the DEC as
a Regional Forester in 1998 and now
serves as Regional Supervisor Natural
Resources, Region 5. Tom is responsible for all forestry programs, as well
as the Division of Fish and Wildlife
and Mineral Resources. He has been
a leader for DEC in acquiring over
one million acres of land within the
Adirondack Park as Forest Preserve
Conservation Easement. His attitude
has been to work days, nights and
weekends to get the job done.

Tom Martin ’79 was the 2017 recipient
of the New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation’s Neil
Murphy Award.

1980
Mark Thompson
(FRM), a vice president and senior
project manager at
Hanson Professional
Services Inc.’s Chicago—Will County

Office, recently celebrated 15 years of
service with the firm. Mark manages
land acquisition, relocation assistance,
property management and the
planning of environmental surveys for
the South Suburban Airport project
near Monee and operations at Bult
Field, a general aviation facility that
will be part of that airport.

1981
Ferdinand Del Rosario (PSE) writes,
“After 33 years of fighting Los Angeles
smog, I am retiring from the South
Coast Air Quality Management
District to pursue personal endeavors
like world travel with my family.”
Patrick Phillips (LA), who serves as
the Global CEO of the Urban Land
Institute, a nonprofit research organization based in Washington DC, has
been named to the Advisory Board for
the Future of Urban Development and
Services Initiative, a cross-industry
initiative of the World Economic
Forum. The initiative brings together
business leaders to help cities transition towards a smarter, more sustainable future through the adoption of
new urban development models.

1983
Twenty years after writing the original
business plan, founder and marketing
director, Mark Desrochers (LA) has
sold his interest in Vermont wood
products manufacturer Tablelegs.com.
He is in search of his next big business adventure. Meanwhile, daughter
Madeline is preparing to enter ESF as
a freshman in the Forest Ecosystem
Science program.

1984
Scott Pearl (ES) has been practicing law
in New York since 1988. He is a partner
in the law firm Luca & Pearl, LLP, specializing in personal injury and medical
malpractice matters and is always
available to ESF alumni. He writes, “My
office is steps away from the Empire
State Building...look me up.”

1985
Michael Ragan (WPE) writes, “For the
past year I have been working as the
Director of Estimating for Concept
CSI, a small general contractor in
New York City. We do mainly interior construction in New York’s busy
commercial real estate market. Our
technical specialty is data centers—
both in the Metro New York area and
Dallas, Texas, but we also have data
center clients in London. The owners
are from Ireland and studied at British
universities, so they maintain business
contacts across the pond. It’s a great,
relaxed work environment. Everyone
is like family. And we actually have
a foosball table in the middle of the
office—I haven’t played since my
Syracuse days!”
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1986

and a graduate/undergraduate student
mentorship program. Dr. Farrell
has developed a significant research
program at the Thousand Islands
Biological Station. He will be recognized with a reception in his honor following a research seminar highlighting his work at the first installment of
the Adaptive Peaks Series during the
2017-2018 academic year.

Allison Sacerdote-Velat (EFB)
started a new position as Curator of
Herpetology at the Chicago Academy
of Sciences/Peggy Notebaert Nature
Museum in September. She continues
to work on Smooth Greensnake recovery and forest amphibian response to
restoration management. Give her a
shout if you are in the Chicago area!

1988

1990
Steven Stein’s (ES) environmental
consulting firm, ERP (www.erplanning.com), has been retained by
the State of New Jersey to conduct a
comprehensive statewide litter survey.
Steve and his senior staff have led 15
statewide, citywide and regional litter
surveys. Field crews under his direction have physically surveyed litter
along more than 21 million square
feet of roadways and recreational
areas throughout North America. His
work in this field has been featured
on ABC’s “Good Morning America”
and NPR as well as in the New York
Times, National Geographic and Time
magazine.

1991
John Farrell (EFB), ESF Professor in
the Department of Environmental
and Forest Biology was named the
College’s Exemplary Researcher for
2017-2018. The College-level award
recognizes successful, currently
active researchers with exemplary
research activity, publication record

the town’s rural character in response
to residents concern over sprawl. Steve
recently stated, “Without the assistance of the Greenprint Program, we
would have been outbid by the host of
commercial developers.”

2000

Preston Bruenn ’86 accepted the
President’s Medal during May
commencement.

Richard Capozza (ES), a partner in
Barclay Damon’s Environmental
Practice Area was elected as the Head of
the U.S. Delegation of the International
Council for Game and Wildlife
Conservation (CIC) at a meeting held
on November 30, 2016 in New York City.
CIC is a politically independent and
globally respected hunter-conservation
advisory organization dedicated to promoting sustainable hunting to conserve
wildlife and wild lands, support communities and indigenous peoples, and
preserve the hunting heritage across
the globe. Its mission is to support and
promote the four global initiatives of
CIC, namely—Combat Wildlife Crime,
Promote Wildlife Conservation, Partner
with International Organizations and
Sustain our Global Hunting Heritage.
“American hunters and hunting
conservation organizations do the most
to support sustainable wildlife management systems that benefit wildlife
habitat, local communities and indigenous peoples in several African, Asian
and other nations as well as in North
America. The U.S. Delegation of the
CIC is dedicated to facilitate the collective voice of American hunters on global
conservation issues and be a powerful
force for sustainable wildlife use around
the world.” said Capozza. For more information on the International Council
for Game and Wildlife Conservation
visit cic-wildlife.org.

group specializes in measurement and
characterization of structural properties and the mathematical analyses of
heterogeneities. He and his team have
developed new methods for mapping
the thickness of fibrous structures,
space-scale spectral analysis of formation for streak analysis, and methods
for assessments of the manufacturing
processes that contribute to the final
material structure.

John Farrell ’91 taking field notes in
Whitehouse Bay at the Thousand Islands
Biological Station.

1992
Scott LeRoy (ES) writes, “In February
2017 I accepted the position of Health
Officer for Caroline County, MD after
18 years with the City of Danbury,
CT as their Director of Health &
Human Resources. Located on the
Eastern shore of Maryland and near
Easton, Annapolis and the Delaware
beaches, the Department provides
environmental and public health
services to a farming community. My
wife, Susan, and daughter, Payton, are
coming along on this great adventure!
If anyone wants to stop by or wants an
internship let me know.”

1994
Jeffrey Mroczek (LA) writes, “I have
been serving the city of Rochester as
a Landscape Architect for twenty-one
years and have recently been promoted
to the Senior Landscape Architect
position. Many great projects with
many great people. A wonderful wife
and three great kids (the first off to
college) keep me busy. Would love to
hear from any other 1994 LA’s. I can be
reached at jtmroczek@yahoo.com”

1996
Jennifer (Majchrzak)
Fowler (EFB) was
honored at the White
House as a recipient
of the Presidential
Award for Excellence in Mathematics
and Science Teaching. The award
honors outstanding K-12 science and
mathematics teachers.
Steven Keller (PSE), Professor of
Chemical, Paper and Biomedical
Engineering at Miami University,
received the Paper and Board Division
Technical Award and the Harris
O. Ware Prize from the Technical
Association of the Pulp and Paper
Industry (TAPPI) board of directors.
The Awards were developed to recognize outstanding accomplishments or
contributions which have advanced
the industry’s technology in paper or
related fields. Steven has been a member of TAPPI since 1991, his research

2001
Stephen Harris (FRM) has been
City Arborist for the Syracuse Parks
Department since 2010. In that role,
Steve oversees the management of
over 34,000 street trees and 8,000
parks trees including historic planting
rates supported by Onondaga County’s
Save the Rain Program and the City’s
own commitment to a green, healthy
city. Steve has been a guest lecturer for
several classes at ESF including urban
ecology, urban forestry and arboriculture. Beginning in 2013, the Forestry
Division at Parks began hiring
seasonal interns. Since that time, over
9 ESF graduate students have worked
in the Forestry Division getting firsthand experience in the management
of urban forests from planting and
pruning to database and design. Steve
continues to be impressed by the
character, passion and professionalism
of the students coming from ESF.
Matthew Renaud (ES) is a Senior
Consultant with Alta Environmental
in Long Beach, CA. He is charged
with developing a construction storm
water discharge compliance practice in
southern CA. Additional responsibilities include assisting industrial clients
with storm discharge permit compliance. He writes, “We are always on the
look-out to add top talent in building
sciences, remediation and water
resources practice groups.” Matthew
can be reached at matthew.renaud@
altaenviron.com.

2002
Steve Blabac (ES) and his wife, Erin,
own Root Down Farm located in
Clarence Center, NY. The farm serves
as a CSA, or “Community Supported
Agriculture,” in which the community
invests in the upkeep of the farm prior
to the growing season, and then reaps
the benefits of the harvest from June
through November. The public shares
the risks and rewards of farming, and
participants receive food that’s never
been frozen and shipped. The couple
met while apprenticing on a goat farm
in Rhode Island and have worked
together to overcome the many challenges that first generation farmers
face. The Blabacs credit the town
of Clarence’s Greenprint Program
for their success. The program was
established to preserve open space and

Steve Blabac ’02 and wife, Erin, are 1st
generation farmers.

2005
Ann Fordock (ES) has been promoted
to Recycling Operations Manager
at the Onondaga County Resources
Recovery Agency (OCRRA). Ann
joined OCRRA in 2008 as a Recycling
Specialist. She is also a national
Waste360, 40 Under 40, and CNY
Business Journal 40 Under Forty
recipient.
Kyle Williams (FEG) has been named
Senior Project Engineer within the
Environmental Department at Barton
& Loguidice. Kyle is a registered
Professional Engineer in New York as
well as a member of the Air & Waste
Management Association.

2006
Keith Ewald (LA) has been named
Managing Landscape Architect within
the Sustainable Planning and Design
Department at Barton & Loguidice.
A resident of Baldwinsville, NY,
Keith is a New York State Registered
Landscape Architect (RLA) and professionally certified land planner (AICP).
He is also a member of the American
Planning Association and American
Society of Landscape Architects.
Scott Swayze (ES) is
teaching a Logistics
Law & Management
course this summer to
university students in
Nanjing, China. In addition to case
law & legal standards, this course
teaches students how to use modern
information technology and management thinking to build logistics
information systems that achieve
automation, normalization, and
standardization of logistics operations;
to improve efficiency in the logistic
industry and reduce transportation
costs while promoting environmental
stability, and to extend the business
space to develop larger markets and
make logistic enterprises move toward
modernization. Scott continues to
work as a tenured SUNY professor
and part-time attorney at Vindigni,
Betro, & Walton, PLLC.

2012
Nicole (Bader) Cleary (LA) has been
named Project Landscape Architect
within the Sustainable Planning
Design Department at Barton &
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Loguidice in Rochester. Nicole is a
registered Landscape Architect in New
York, Maryland, and Pennsylvania,
and a NYSDEC Erosion and Sediment
Control Inspector as well as a member
of the Wayne County Trail Works, Inc.,
the American Society of Landscape
Architects, and NYS Floodplain &
Stormwater Managers Association.
Michael DeMarco
(FRM) recently
attended the 2017
Municipal Forestry
Institute (MFI) on
scholarship from the New York State
Urban Forestry Council and NYSDEC.
MFI is an immersive, weeklong
leadership training program for urban
forestry professionals. Mike currently
serves as a planner with the City of
Watertown. He says, “Although some
of my responsibilities are focused on
important projects that are not
specifically urban forestry related,
many of my duties revolve around the
City’s urban forestry program.
Although we do not have full-time
urban forestry field staff, we are always
working to advance our urban forestry
program and improve the community
forest as a whole. I’m primarily
focused on administrative duties such
as overseeing Watertown’s upcoming
tree inventory, managing the urban
forestry assistant summer internship
program, working to maintain
Watertown’s Tree City USA status,
assisting with urban forestry grant
application opportunities, organizing
the City’s bi-annual volunteer tree
planting projects, organizing our
DPW’s young tree pruning and spring
tree planting projects, and participating with the City’s street tree advisory
board, Tree Watertown. I’m not always
locked away in the office as I get to
spend some time in the field conducting hazardous tree inspections and
meeting with our in-house tree
maintenance crew as needed.”

2014
Daniela Manuschevich (FRM) is an
Associate Professor in the Geography
Department of the Universidad
Academia Humanismo Cristiano
(Santiago, Chile) where she has a
grant to research land use change and
ecosystem services and the possible
social effects of payments for ecosystem services in rural communities in
Carahue, Araucania. She is also part of
the research team at the Ecology and
Biodiversity Institute that will assess
the effects of the mega wildfire that
affected over 1.2 million acres in Chile.

2015
Emily Hall (EFB) writes, “After
graduating from ESF in 2015, I
headed to Duke University to complete a Master’s of Environmental
Management degree focusing on
Coastal Environmental Management.
Just this May, I completed my Master’s
program at Duke and was awarded
a NOAA Coastal Management
Fellowship. As a fellow, I will be
working for Connecticut’s Department
of Energy and Environmental
Protection on a marine spatial plan
for the Long Island Sound. I want to
thank ESF. The skills I gained at this
school were an integral part of both
accomplishments.”

Emily Hall ’15 with coastal management
mentors David Blatt and Marybeth Hart.
Photo Credit Hansje Gold-Krueck NOAA
Office for Coastal Mgmt.

Growing the Family Tree
1960

2006

Henry (Ike) Eichenhofer (WPE) writes,
“My wife, Nancy, and I became great
grandparents for the first time with
the birth of a boy in Chula Vista,
CA on April 7 and then another boy
arriving in Hastings-on-Hudson, NY
on April 19.”

Andy Porter (LA) and Pam (Gardner)
Porter (LA) welcomed their first
child, a son named George Henry, on
February 15th. Both mom and baby
are doing great. Pam writes, “We are
looking forward to raising our future
Stumpie and possible Landscape
Architect.”

2001
Kelly and Frank
Moses (ES) welcomed Harrison
Henry Moses to the
world on Easter
Sunday, April 16, at
7:22 pm. He was delivered at Crouse
Hospital weighing 6lbs and 2oz. Each
day he grows to be more of a Mighty
Oak!

1960

2008

John McSweeney (PSE) writes,
“Married 50 years as of August 14,
2017. Best decision of my life!”

On July 23, 2016, Liz Fossett (NRM)
married Mike Zahariadis in a small
ceremony in Edgerton Park, New
Haven, CT.

SHARE YOUR
PHOTOS!
We are looking for
photographs to feature
in the next issue of the
Alumni News! If you have
any images from your life’s
events over the past year,
please send them to us!
Email digital files to
alumni@esf.edu.
Mail hard copies to Alumni
Office, 219 Bray Hall,
Syracuse, NY 13210. We will
scan and return them to you.

Liz Fossett ’08 on her wedding day with
her husband, Mike Zahariadis, and their
daughter, Samantha.

Ryan ’15 (CHE) and
Eva (Hopper) Lonie
(FRM) welcomed a
daughter, Vanessa,
born on January 20,
2017.

In Memoriam
Albert Mangan, 1942
William Litty, 1949
Lawrence Hamilton, 1950
James O’Keefe, 1950
John Schermerhorn, 1951
Robert Chamberlain, 1952
Joseph Koch, 1952
John Andresen, 1953
Emmanuel Van Nierop, 1956
Douglas Bartow Jr., 1963
Garth Wilkes, 1964
John Fishlock, 1965
James Noyes, 1967
Paul Costello, 1968
James Smith, 1968
Jane Bailey, 1969
Dale Demler, 1973
Robert Rogers, 1975
David Warne, 1975
Edward Bregman, 1978
Kit Schwendler, 1986
Rodrick Willi, 1993

1950s

Weddings & Celebrations

2014

Lawrence S. Hamilton ’50 (FRM),
Professor Emeritus Cornell University,
distinguished educator, environmental
leader, and peace activist, passed
away on October 6, 2016, at age 91.
Grounded in love of Nature and a
strong ethical sense of fairness, Larry
began his career as Zone Forester for
Ontario, after serving as a Royal Navy
pilot in WWII and studying Forestry
at University of Toronto. Exposure
to the horrors of war and this early
connection to forests in the working
landscape shaped the rest of his life.
MS- NY State College of Forestry; PhDUniversity of Michigan; Post-Doctoral
Studies- University of California,
Berkeley. At Cornell’s Department of
Natural Resources (1951-80) he was
an exceptional educator, advisor, and
pioneer of courses in forest ecology,
watershed studies, interdisciplinary collaboration, and international
resource issues. In the early 1970s,
Larry produced one of the first
documentations of tropical rainforest deforestation (Venezuela) and
mangrove destruction (Trinidad). In
1980-93 as Senior Fellow/Environment
and Policy Institute, East-West Center,
Honolulu, Larry’s cutting-edge themes
and infectious collegiality made him
a productive convener of workshops
throughout the Asia-Pacific region.

He wrote/co-authored/facilitated
hundreds of applied conservation
publications. Member of the World
Commission on Protected Areas of
IUCN (International Union for the
Conservation of Nature) since the
1970s, he led the Mountain theme for
almost 25 years. In 1992 he created
the quarterly newsletter Mountain
Protected Areas UPDATE (distributed
worldwide), which he edited until 2015.
He and a small band of fellow scientists created a call to action for mountain conservation which was presented
to the 1992 United Nations Earth
Summit and became the basis for the
mountain chapter in Agenda 21. He
championed tropical mountain cloud
forests, corridors of ecological connectivity, trans-border cooperation for
conservation and peace, understanding
of mountains as water towers, and the
spiritual/cultural values of mountains.
Honors include: two Fulbright-Hayes
Fellowships (Australia/New Zealand);
1987 Environmental Achiever Award
from Friends of the UN Environment
Program; 2003 Packard International
Parks Merit Award from IUCN/
WCPA; 2004 Distinguished Scientist
Award from University of Hawaii
for Cloud Forest Conservation; the
prestigious King Albert Gold Medal
for Mountain Conservation Leadership
in 2004; and Honorary IUCN membership in 2008. Two lesser-known
honors which greatly pleased him:
the 2005 “Grandpa Larry” medallion
(“Archdruid of the Hamilton Clan,
Defender of Sacred Mountains and
Tennis Player Extraordinaire”), and
the “Hamilton Trail” in The Nature
Conservancy Vermont preserve in
his hometown, named two days
before he died. Trustee of The Nature
Conservancy Vermont for over two decades, he also shared his expertise, love
of Nature, and good humor through
writing, education, and many local
conservation initiatives. He was active
in Veterans for Peace, Green Mountain
Chapter. Loved by colleagues, friends,
and by family: wife of 36 years, Linda;
a son and two daughters; several
grandchildren, nieces and nephews
and a great-grandchild, a brother, and
his first wife.
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James O’Keefe ’50 (FRM) 90, passed
away on February 8, 2017. He was
born in New York and was a resident
of Virginia Beach since 1994. He
passed unexpectedly of natural causes
and was predeceased by his wife of
61 years, Virginia Pond O’Keefe. He
is survived by 3 daughters, a son, a
brother, a sister, and several grandchildren. He was an Eagle Scout, a
WWII Navy veteran, and a career
forester with the US Forest Service.
After earning a Bachelor’s degree from
SUNY College of Forestry at Syracuse,
he went on to get a Master of Arts
in Public Administration from UC
Berkeley.
Joseph F. Koch ’52 (WPE), passed
away on July 5, 2016, after a lengthy
illness. He was 86. Born in 1930 to
Joseph and Mary Flynn Koch, he was
raised in Kenmore and graduated
from Canisius High School. In 1953,
he married Norine A. Hattinger. For
more than 50 years, he worked as a
real estate broker and appraiser, and
was a partner with his brother in
Ronald J. Koch Realty in Kenmore,
NY. Then, Mr. Koch opened his own
pracitce: Metro Georgetown Realty
in Williamsville. He was part of the
Metro Real Estate Network from 1984
until 1989, serving as director for two
years and teacher for two years. He
became a real estate appraiser and
was the owner of Proper Appraisal
Specialists. He was a New York Statecertified general appraiser from 1990
until 2012. Mr. Koch also received the
senior residential appraiser designation in 1965 and was a member of
the Society of Real Estate Appraisers
Chapter 88 in Buffalo. He served as
president of the group for two terms,
education chairman for five years
and director for 12 years. In 1980,
he received the residential member
designation and was a member of
the Appraisal Institute, Chapter 30,
serving as director for two years. He
has been a member of the National
Association of Realtors since 1972
and a member of the Greater Buffalo
Association of Realtors since 1965. Mr.
Koch was one of the founding members, a past treasurer and a member
of the board of directors of the
James Ryan Paramedics Foundation
until this year. Additionally, he was
a 25-year member of the Kenmore
Lions Club and former fire chief and
past member of the North Amherst
Fire Department. While living in
Middleport, he was a member of Good
Shepherd Church in Pendleton. Mr.
Koch was an avid pilot and owned
a Cherokee 180 aircraft. He enjoyed
flying throughout Western New York
and the East Coast with his wife. He
belonged to the Lancaster Flying Club
and other flying clubs in Western New
York. In addition to his wife, he is
survived by four children, six grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; and
one sister.
John W. Andresen ’53 (FRM), 90,
passed away on Dec. 10, 2015. John
was born in New York City on Feb.
26, 1925, the son of John and Benita
Andresen. Memories of his life will be
cherished by his children and family. John was predeceased in life by
his wife, Lillian, and his sister. John
served his country in World War II,
co-piloting B-17 bombers for the U.S.
Army Air Forces in Europe. John later

served in the U.S. Air Force Reserves
and retired as a lieutenant colonel.
After the war, he pursued his higher
education and received a doctorate in
bioecology from Rutgers University.
He was an assistant professor in the
Forestry Department of Michigan
State University. John was chairman of
Southern Illinois University’s Forestry
Department for 10 years before joining
the University of Toronto, where
he was Director of Urban Forestry
Studies. In his later years, John did
research and taught forestry at the
University of Illinois. His research
enabled him to travel extensively in
North America and around the world,
first pursuing forestry and later urban
forestry. John also worked with the
Department of Defense and developed
a management plan for trees on military bases. He published many articles,
papers and books on forestry and
urban forestry. He was a consultant,
research member and board member
of various organizations related to
forestry and the environment.

1960s
Douglas L. Bartow Jr.
’63 (LA), 75, of East
Syracuse, passed away
on June 16, 2017,
surrounded by his
loving family following a long illness.
Doug is survived by his wife and best
friend, Mary Ellen (Smith), two sons,
and three grandchildren. Doug and
Mary Ellen celebrated 50 years of
marriage in 2014. Doug was born in
Troy, NY and earned his Bachelor
degree in Landscape Architecture
from SUNY ESF at Syracuse
University, class of 1963. Doug
completed 4 years of military service in
the Army from 1963-67, earning the
rank of Captain and embarked on a
career in Landscape Architecture,
working for the NYS DOT and retiring
in 2002. He was a leader in his field
and board member of the New York
State Association of Transportation
Engineers (NYSATE.) He was active in
his community; a former scout leader,
little league coach, Sunday school
teacher and parishioner of St. David’s
Episcopal Church in Dewitt. As an
alum of Syracuse University, he was a
passionate supporter of SU sports and
all things orange. Doug loved the
outdoors and was an avid fisherman,
hiker and camper. He particularly
enjoyed the Adirondack Mountains
and his camp on the Goodnow Flow
with family and friends. His quick wit
and humor will live forever in the
hearts of everyone he touched. In lieu
of flowers, the family asks that
donations in memoriam be made to
the ESF Landscape Architecture
Advisory Council Scholarship Fund.
To donate, visit: https://wwwinfo-2.esf.
edu/donate/
Paul Costello ’68 (FRM), 69, passed
away Oct. 8, 2016 after fighting a
three-year battle with cancer. His wife,
son and sister helped him through
his last days. Paul met his college
sweetheart, Patricia Molka, at Syracuse
University, and they married in 1969.
They celebrated their honeymoon on
the drive north to Fort Wainwright,
where he was stationed as an officer
in the Army Corps of Engineers. He
was honorably discharged as a captain
two-and-a-half years later. A son

arrived in 1972. In his professional
life, Paul described himself as a public
servant, and his dedication to mentoring and training young professionals
endeared him to many. In the early
1970s, he landed his first job with the
Bureau of Land Management, running
the Youth Conservation Corps, and
building public use cabins and trails
in the White Mountains. BLM later
reassigned him as a land man, where
it was his job to identify traditional
Alaska Native land claims and transfer
them to Native ownership under the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.
During the historic period of ANCSA
and preconstruction of the transAlaska oil pipeline, he was asked to
join the Interior Village Association,
whose role it was to help villages
manage their newly-formed corporate
governance. For the two decades
before retiring in 2013, Paul directed
the Fairbanks North Star Borough
Land Management Department, where
he worked with borough residents
and developers to transfer lands from
public to private ownership. His even
temperament and loyalty to the people
working with him were a good fit
serving under several mayors, explaining complex land deals to assembly
members, and negotiating subdivision
lot sizes and layouts with surrounding
neighborhood organizations. Paul
was a loving and caring family man
and husband. He looked forward each
spring to dip-netting in Chitina, boating along Interior rivers and fishing
out of Valdez on his boat, “Cmates.”
His greatest joy, though, were his
three grandchildren, and he was
always eager for sleepovers, reading,
camping, birthdays and outdoor adventures. He was preceded in death by
his parents and his favorite lead dog,
Popeye. He is survived by his wife,
Patricia Costello; a son and daughterin-law, three grandchildren, a sister, a
nephew and two grand-nephews.
Peter E. Black, ESF Distinguished
Teaching Professor Emeritus, 82,
passed away peacefully at home on
May 12, 2017. Peter was dearly loved
and is survived by his wife, Lida; two
brothers, four sons, and their families.
Born and raised in New York City,
Peter attended the Ethical Culture
Fieldston School and graduated from
the University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor with a BS in Forestry and an
MF in Forest Influences. He received
a PhD in Watershed Management
from Colorado State University, Fort
Collins, CO. In 1965, he came to the
SUNY College of Environmental
Science and Forestry in Syracuse,
becoming a Distinguished Teaching
Professor of Water and Related Land
Resources. Throughout his career,
he wrote many articles and books
including Watershed Hydrology and
Conservation of Water and Related
Land Issues. Peter was devoted to
teaching and passionate about the
importance of water management to
the future of people and the planet.
In 2006, Peter wrote and recorded
“Water Drops,” a weekly series of two
minute broadcasts aired by WRVO-FM
in NPR programming. The “Drops”
were educational, inspiring and often
humorous. He served on numerous
local, state and national advisory
groups, including water resource and
watershed committees and task forces
all the way to the Environmental

Advisory Board of the Army Corps
of Engineers. He was a member of
the American Institute of Hydrology
and represented SUNY ESF as an
advisory member of the NY State Soil
and Water Conservation Committee.
He served as president of American
Water Resources Association from
1991 to 1992. Peter enjoyed singing in
the choir at May Memorial Unitarian
Church and the University Oratorio
Society. Whether he was shooting
photos, building a garden pond at
home or hiking, he loved Nature. He
was famous for his amusing quips and
love of blueberry pie and chocolate. In
lieu of flowers, donations can be made
to SUNY ESF, to help create a memorial scholarship in Water Resources
in Peter’s name. Checks can be
made out and mailed to: ESF College
Foundation, 1 Forestry Drive, 214 Bray
Hall, Syracuse, NY 13210, or by calling
315-470-6683.

Friends of ESF
We are saddened by the
passing of Dr. Bengt
Leopold on December
31, 2016 in Marsh’s
Edge, St. Simons
Island, Georgia at the age of 94.
Bengt Leopold was born in Valbo,
Sweden, on December 23, 1922. He received his Bachelor of Science degree
at the Royal Institute of Technology
in Stockholm, 1947. He completed
his Master’s degree two years later,
culminating with his Ph.D. in organic
chemistry in 1952. With his young
family, Dr. Leopold emigrated to the
United States later that same year.
For the next 10 years, Bengt Leopold
conducted and directed research for
several pulp and paper companies in
Akron, Ohio, Hawkesbury, Ontario
and Chillicothe, Ohio.
In 1961, Bengt Leopold became
director of the Empire State Paper
Research Institute and Professor of
Paper and Bioprocess Engineering, at
the College of Environmental Science
and Forestry, in Syracuse, New York.
He continued in those roles until
his retirement in 1987. Under Dr.
Leopold’s leadership and direction,
ESPRI tripled its size and became
the foremost institution for pulp and
paper research in the United States.
Dr. Leopold was also active in the
Technical Association of the Pulp and
Paper Industries (TAPPI). He joined
TAPPI 1956 and served on a number
of committees, including as chairman
of the research and development
division. Ten years later he assumed
the editorship of the TAPPI journal.
Dr. Leopold was elected a TAPPI
fellow in 1971, in honor of his years of
service to this worldwide organization.
In pursuing his duties and activities
with TAPPI, he traveled to Europe,
Australia and Asia.
After his retirement from ESF
in 1987, Bengt Leopold and his wife
moved to St. Simons Island, Georgia.
Dr. Leopold is survived by his wife,
Elisabeth, and three children, Magnus
of San Diego, Ca., Annika and her
husband, Wilson Binger, of Whidbey
Island, Wa., and David and his wife,
Yogita Chudasama, of Bethesda, Md.
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Graduating Student Survey
Each spring as Commencement approaches, we ask our graduating
students to reflect on their experiences at ESF, as well as speculate
about their futures. We contacted members of the Senior Class and
posed a number of questions. Published here is a sample of the various responses that we received. Congratulations to our newest group of alumni!

Gillian Sloan
Auburn, NY

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

How did you learn about ESF? I researched pre-vet programs and ESF
came up because of the Wildlife Studies
Major. What are your plans for the next
year? I have been accepted at Binghamton University in their Master’s in Public
Administration Program. What course
or professor stands out as you approach
graduation? Why? My all-time favorite
professor here at ESF since day one, four
years ago, is Elizabeth Vidon. She embodies understanding and knows how to
teach a discussion based class the right
way. Where do you hope to be 10 years
from now? Doing what? I hope to be an
administrator for a nonprofit organization or municipality working towards
community sustainability and water
resources conservation. Who has influ-

Kirsten Scherrer
Niagara Falls, NY

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES
ENGINEERING

How did you learn about ESF? I first
learned about ESF when I was in high
school, researching potential colleges to
apply to. I had made up my mind that I
wanted to major in Environmental Engineering and stay in upstate New York.
ESF is one of the few colleges that has
their own Environmental Engineering
degree program not lumped with Civil
Engineering, so it immediately stuck
out to me. What are your plans for next
year? My plans after graduation are to
work with the US Army Corps of Engineers in the Great Lakes and Ohio River
Division at the Buffalo District. What
course or professor stands out as you
approach graduation? Why? The course
that stands out to me is an engineering
elective: ERE 527 Stormwater Management, taught by John Dunkle. This was
one of the most rigorous courses that
I have taken at ESF, but it was one of
the most applicable to the real world
and the professor pushed us to do our
best. Where do you hope to be 10 years
from now? Doing what? 10 years from
now I hope to have earned my Professional Engineer’s license and continue
to work as an Environmental Engineer.
Who has influenced you the most in your
years at ESF? Two people immediately
come to mind: Dr. Kelley Donaghy and
Dr. Cornelius Murphy. As a freshman I
was lucky enough to be chosen to be in

enced you the most in your years at ESF?
Again, Elizabeth Vidon and my boss
Nan Clark at Moon Library. They’re both
strong, independent, and caring women
and I strive to be just like them. If you
had to do it over again, would you go to
ESF? Same major? I definitely would go
to ESF again, possibly in the sustainable energy management major or the
wildlife major. What surprised you the
most after becoming a student at ESF?
How different everyone was, but also
how similar we were in our passions.
If you had some advice for incoming
students, what would it be? Your time at
ESF is what you make of it. It can either
be absolutely amazing or it can be not
so amazing. Also, get involved and stay
involved early. You don’t want to regret
not doing something. What would you
like alumni to know about the College
in 2017? ESF has been through a lot in
recent years, but for 2017, we have seen
it come together to be something greater
than its parts. Students are involved,
professors are even more involved, and it
seems like everyone has an opinion. Discussion is the main topic and decision
making is becoming a greater entity. Our
college is a great one, but there is always
room for improvement. Especially with
listening to what the students want. 1
the Environmental Scholars program,
which is directed by Dr. Donaghy. Having a strong female mentor in the STEM
field was so important, and it inspired
me to push myself to reach my goals. My
graduating class is the last to remember
when Dr. Murphy was president, and
even after he stepped down it was amazing to have him among the ERE faculty.
Even after being President of O’Brien &
Gere and ESF, Dr. Murphy still continues to give back to the community. Dr.
Murphy is by far the most humble and
kind faculty member to the students
that I have encountered in my 4 years
at ESF. These two faculty members are
so inspiring, and the ESF community
is very lucky to have them. If you had to
do it over again, would you go to ESF?
Same major? Absolutely! What surprised
you the most after becoming a student at
ESF? What surprised me the most after
becoming a student at ESF is how hard
every student here works. Just about
every course at ESF is incredibly rigorous, and students have to commit so
much time doing work and studying to
be successful. The students of ESF definitely break many stereotypes of college
students today. If you had some advice
for incoming students, what would it be?
Select the lowest SU meal plan that you
can, and bring Tupperware to the dining
halls with you to save money! Take as
many APs and college credit courses in
high school as you can, so you have the
option to lighten your course load once
you get here. Get a minor, or graduate
early. Make good friends with the people
in your major, you will need each other
to lean on and be successful. What would
you like alumni to know about the College in 2017? I would like the alumni to
know how hard ESF students work, how
passionate we are for the field, and that
because of the current administration we
may need some help getting jobs. 1

April Brun
Clifton Part, NY

CONSERVATION BIOLOGY

How did you learn about ESF? I learned
about ESF while looking at all the different SUNY schools, and a friend’s
brother went here. I visited here three
times before coming here in the Fall of
2013. I knew I wanted a school that was
focused on science and just the way the
campus looked and felt when I visited, I
knew this was the college for me. What
are your plans for next year? I have a seasonal position lined up with NYS Parks
and hopefully after that I will get a fulltime position with the state as I’m taking civil service exams over the next few
months. My seasonal position is being
a Water Quality Program Assistant and
I’m really looking forward to having that
experience. What course or professor
stands out as you approach graduation?
Why? The course that stands out to me
as I approach graduation is the Limnology Practicum that I took this past fall. I
think that was the most relevant course
I took in college. Throughout my studies I realized I wanted to work on freshwater systems and taking this class and
learning how to do sampling in inland
waters and developing my own research
project was very beneficial. Where do
you hope to be 10 years from now? Doing what? 10 years from now I hope to
be a full-time employee of NYS DEC or
NYS Parks doing something involving
inland water systems whether it is water
quality testing, stream biomonitoring,
or something else involving more education with the public. I just hope whatever I’m doing in 10 years is something
that I enjoy and that I’m getting paid
enough to live comfortably. Who has
influenced you the most in your years at
ESF? I would say my advisor, Dr. Gibbs,
influenced me the most in my years at
ESF. He was always there for me during
advising week to recommend classes I
should take when I didn’t know what

to choose. He really helped me select
courses that would help my future career after ESF and I thank him for that.
If you had to do it over again, would you
go to ESF? Same major? Yes, I would still
go to ESF if I had to do it over again.
I might have switched my major but I
really liked the freedom of conservation
biology so then again, I probably would
choose the same major. ESF was exactly
the kind of school I wanted to go to,
small and affordable and with nice students and awesome professors. I do not
regret choosing ESF and conservation
biology as my college and major. What
surprised you the most after becoming
a student at ESF? I was well-prepared
before coming here for the workload I
would experience in college so that is
not what surprised me. What surprised
me the most is what organisms I ended
up being interested in while taking
courses here at ESF. I came here being
interested in only turtles and perhaps a
few other reptiles and amphibians but
I have learned that I’m interested in all
sorts of invertebrates such as echinoderms, mollusks and aquatic insects on
top of what I was originally interested
in. ESF opened my eyes to the many
organisms that I could study. If you
had some advice for incoming students,
what would it be? My advice for incoming students is to know that ESF is not
a slacker school. You come here to get
serious about the environment and how
you can play a part in conserving it. I
would recommend students taking the
minimum required credits to be fulltime (12) their first semester just to get
used to the work they will be having to
do for the next four years. ESF is a great
school and if you find you can handle
the rigorous coursework, then it will
pay off in the four years that you’re here.
What would you like alumni to know
about the College in 2017? I would like
alumni to know that ESF will not be dissuaded by the current administration.
We have fought for what we believe in
by going to Climate Marches in NY and
Washington, D.C. ESF is still the school
it was when you were all here, if not
better than it was then. The College has
grown over the years to be there even
more for the environment and us. ESF
is not backing down now, nor ever, in its
fight for the environment. 1

“YOU’VE GOT MAIL!”
E-MAIL, THAT IS!
In an effort to reduce printing and postage costs,
the Alumni Association will soon be transitioning to
e-mail invitations for events. Beginning in September,
if you have an e-mail address on file, we will no longer be
mailing paper invitations for our events. All invitations
will be sent via e-mail and registrations can be made online.
We also send an Alumni E-News once a month with
information from the Alumni Association, the College
President and offices across campus. So that you don’t
miss out, be sure we have your e-mail address on file!
You can update your record on-line by visiting the
alumni webpage and clicking on “Stay Connected.”
Even easier, just send us an email at alumni@esf.edu
Please note, if you do not have an email address on file,
we will continue to send invitations by mail.
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The ESF Bookshelf

T

he ESF Bookshelf features books written by (or about) alumni
and other members of the College community. If you’re an
author and would like to be included in a future issue, please send
us the title of the book as well as the ISBN number.
MALCOLM HUNTER & JAMES
GIBBS (ESF PROFESSOR IN
ENVIRONMENTAL & FOREST
BIOLOGY & DIRECTOR OF
ROOSEVELT WILDLIFE STATION)
Fundamentals of Conservation Biology
(3rd Edition)
ISBN-10: 140513545X
ISBN-13: 978-1405135450
In the new edition of this highly successful book, Malcolm Hunter and new
co-author James Gibbs offer a thorough
introduction to the fascinating and
important field of conservation biology,
focusing on what can be done to maintain biodiversity through management
of ecosystems and populations. Starting
with a succinct look at conservation and
biodiversity, this book progresses to
contend with some of the subject’s most
complex topics, such as mass extinctions, ecosystem degradation, and over
exploitation.
RONALD LANNER ’52
The Bristlecone Book: A Natural History of
the World’s Oldest Trees
ISBN-10: 0878425381
ISBN-13: 978-0878425389
High among the cold, windswept
peaks of America’s mountainous west,
strange and beautiful trees grow old
but never age. The Bristlecone Book: A
Natural History of the World’s Oldest Trees
brings together, for the first time, the
captivating facts about bristlecone and
foxtail pines trees that thrive in a harsh
environment and live thousands of years
with a special focus on Great Basin
bristlecone pine, the oldest tree species
on earth.
In this extraordinary journey into
the world of bristlecones, author Ronald Lanner ’52 exposes the trees’ inner
workings, taking apart a pine to examine bark, buds, needles, cones, roots,
and wood. He follows a tree’s lifespan
from seedling to great old age, presenting a new interpretation of stages of
growth. He explains the unusual colors
and forms that make bristlecones so
picturesque, describes how the forces
of nature influence the trees’ unique
shapes, and reveals their secrets of long
life. Readers will discover where to go
to see these trees and how to identify
them. A stunning pageant of color
photos shows off bristlecones and their
remarkable growth patterns, and a map
shows locations of groves.

ANDRIANNA NATSOULAS ’93
Food Voices: Stories from the People Who
Feed Us
ISBN-10: 163246053X
ISBN-13: 978-1632460530
Food Voices: Stories From the People
Who Feed Us highlights the farmers
and fishermen who are tirelessly working to strengthen and enhance the global
movement towards food sovereignty.
From the dairy farmers of Wisconsin, to
the salmon trollers of Alaska, the clam
collectors of Ecuador, the urban farmers
of New York State, and the fishermen of
Haiti, Food Voices highlights the men
and women who are fighting with their
sweat and hands, trying to create—or
actually re-create—a food system that
values quality over quantity, and communities and the environment over the
corporate bottom-line.
Andrianna Natsoulas ’93 has implemented and created programs at organizations including Greenpeace, Public
Citizen and the Northwest Atlantic
Marine Alliance. She has also coordinated with the global food sovereignty
movements and has served on national
and international boards and steering
committees to protect fishing rights,
fight trade agreements and build alliances. She is currently Executive Director of the Northeast Organic Farming
Association.
DAVID NEWMAN (ESF’S FOREST
AND NATURAL RESOURCES
MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT
CHAIR), ET. AL.
The Economic Benefits of Forestry Research
ISBN-10: 0813808499
ISBN-13: 978-0813808499
This work, by three authors with
extensive forestry research experience,
assesses US forestry research programs,
determining the programs most likely to
yield useful results. It is intended to aid
researchers and sponsors in making the
best possible choices as well as to assist
forestry and rural development administrators and agricultural and resource
economists.
CHRISTOPHER A. NOWAK ’85
(ESF PROFESSOR OF FOREST
AND NATURAL RESOURCES
MANAGEMENT), ET AL
Northeastern Shrub and Short Tree
Identification: A Guide for Right-of-Way
Vegetation Management (2nd Edition)
ISBN-10: 0967068126
ISBN-13: 978-0615543703
Field guide to short-stature woody plants
of open habitats in the northeastern
United States.

ESF Students Win StoryFest Competition

by the ESF Office of Communications
wo ESF students were among
the winners of Planet Forward’s
annual storytelling competition, winning a trip to the Brazilian rainforest with biodiversity pioneer Tom
Lovejoy and journalist Frank Sesno.
Tomasz Falkowski and Carrick Palmer
were honored for their entries in StoryFest which encourages students to
share their stories about food, water,
energy, mobility, built environment
and/or biodiversity. Falkowski, a graduate student in environmental and forest
biology/ecology, was the winner of the
Right Brain category for the story that
most creatively tells an environmental
story, either through media format or
storytelling technique. Falkowski wrote
about how ecological agriculture and
traditional ecological knowledge are
conserving biodiversity. “I believe the
only way we can restore health to the
land is to first restore our relationship
to it,” he said. “We must become a part
of nature rather than apart from it.”
On winning the award, Falkowski said,
“It is not just an award for myself, but

T

hopefully for everyone I will be able to
teach and influence in the future. Just
as this experience is a gift for the work I
put into my writing, it is also a responsibility to pass on what I will learn. I believe that this trip will help me develop
the inspiration, means, and opportunities to do so.”
Palmer, a sophomore environmental
studies/environmental policy and law
major, was the Left Brain Award winner
with his entry “Bring back bald eagles.”
The Left Brain Award recognizes the
best use of science or data in environmental storytelling. This prize exemplifies explanatory storytelling, telling the
story behind an innovation or using data
to convey a story. “I utilized data and
facts in my story because to me being
able to have something quantitatively
concrete makes the story less abstract
than something that’s more vague,”
Palmer wrote in his entry materials.
“Personally I find numbers can help to
conceptualize something further than
adjectives could alone and provide more
emphasis as well.” Palmer is a student
in Dr. Benette Whitmore’s Public Communication of Science and Technology.
“Each of my 23 students submitted projects and two (Palmer and junior environmental studies major Zack Smith)
were finalists.” The class does a number
of digital writing projects such as videos,
podcasts and blogs along with nature
writing/field notes, she said. Palmer is
still trying to adjust to the idea of winning. “I really didn’t expect to win. … I
can’t believe it. It doesn’t seem real.” 1

ESF Student Club: The Baobab Society

E

SF students are a remarkably active and well-rounded group!
In addition to their academic studies, a great number of students
are also involved with various clubs and campus organizations.

Club name and year founded: We
think The Baobab Society was founded in 1996. It has been a club that has
been active off and on since its establishment. Thus, a lot of our old records
have been lost.
How many members are there currently? We have about 30 strong members. Not everyone is able to show up to
our meetings, but when we have events,
people are always willing to help organize, set up, or give suggestions.
History of the Club: In 2014, after
SUNY ESF’s Office of Multicultural
Affairs was closed, the Baobab Society
stepped up in terms of welcoming students of diverse backgrounds on campus. We try hard to give these students
a voice and home on campus.
Club’s Mission: We try to give students of marginalized backgrounds a
voice on campus. We want to engage
our campus with fun events, displaying
as many cultures as possible; everyone
has a culture no matter who they are.
On the other hand, we try to challenge
our campus by prompting questions of
the current status quo. Why do some
students of color feel uncomfortable
on campus? Why are there a disproportionate number of “women” bathrooms
on campus compared to “male” bathrooms? Why does our campus struggle
with accessibility?
Key Activities: As stated above, we
engage our campus as best as possible
with events such as The Spirit and Essence Banquet which celebrates Black
History Month as well as inclusion
and diversity on our campus. We hold
a Women’s Empowerment Brunch in

conjunction with the Undergraduate
Student Association to celebrate women in STEAM on our campus and in
the greater community of Syracuse. Besides our annual events, this past year
we held a Black Lives Matter Brunch to
talk about and spread knowledge of the
movement, police brutality, and steps
that we can take on our campus to avoid
being passive bystanders.
What is one interesting fact about the
Club that people might not know? The
club’s name was inspired by the diverse
uses of the baobab tree found in parts of
Africa, Asia, and Australia. The baobab
tree is used by humans for shelter, food,
ceremonies, and medicine. Animals
such as baboons and warthogs find insects to eat on and near the trees. Owls,
bats, and reptiles are found in the hollow trunks of the trees.
Anything else our alumni should
know about the Club? The Baobab Society has grown exponentially in the past
few years. As we grow we want to expand our mission, not only on SUNY
ESF’s campus, but to the greater Syracuse community as well. 1
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Lodging
Suggestions

ALU M N I RE S E RVAT I O N F O R M

Alumni and Family Fall Weekend
October 27–29, 2017

Reservation deadline is Friday, September 29, 2017
Advance sale tickets required for ALL events. Please note, due to maximum occupancy
regulations on campus, some events may close out prior to the registration deadline.
Register early through this form or online at www.esf.edu/alumni/fallweekend
S E N I O R R E U N I O N AT T E N D E E S
For a full schedule of events and a reservation form, visit www.esf.edu/alumni/fall weekend

CONTACT INFORMATION

Below is a list of hotels at which we reserved
a block of rooms. This will be an extremely
busy weekend in the Syracuse area, so you are
encouraged to make your hotel reservations
as soon as possible. In order to receive the
group rate, you must mention the group name
associated with your hotel of choice. Please
be mindful of reservation “cut off” dates. All
unreserved rooms in the blocks will be released
after that date.
ESF/UNIVERSITY AREA

Name

Class Year

The Crowne Plaza Syracuse
315-479-7000 ∙ 701 E. Genesee St, Syracuse
$125/night with group name “SUNY ESF”
Reservation Deadline: September 29, 2017

Major

Address
City

State

Daytime Phone

Email

The Genesee Grande Hotel
315-476-4212 ∙ 1060 E. Genesee St, Syracuse
$129/night (includes complimentary hot
breakfast) with group name “SUNY ESF”
Reservation Deadline: September 25, 2017

Zip

ARMORY SQUARE / DOWNTOWN AREA
Guest Name(s)

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27

Cost Per Person

Alumni Reception (& Opening Reception)
Includes beer, wine, soda, carving station, mashed potato bar,
a variety of appetizers, desserts and door prizes
Coffee Haus
Talent Show. Coffee and munchies served

No. Attending

Total Cost

Dues Payers/Life Members: $12

$

Non-Dues Payers: $15

$

FREE

FREE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28

Aloft Syracuse Inner Harbor
315-422-1700 ∙ 310 W. Kirkpatrick St, Syracuse
$119/night with group name “SUNY ESF”
Reservation Deadline: September 25, 2017
The Jefferson Clinton Hotel
315-425-0500 ∙ 416 South Clinton St, Syracuse
$149/night with group name “SUNY ESF”
Reservation Deadline: September 26, 2017
Courtyard by Marriott @ Armory Square
315-422-4854 ∙ 300 W. Fayette St, Syracuse
$169/night with group name “SUNY ESF”
Reservation Deadline: September 26, 2017

5K Fun Run

FREE

FREE

Coffee with the President

FREE

FREE

BBQ Lunch
Includes BBQ chicken, hot dogs, hamburgers, veggie burgers,
salt potatoes, salads, dessert and drinks

Dues Payers/Life Members: $17

$

Non-Dues Payers: $20

$

Ages 6–12: $12

$

5 and under: FREE

FREE

Lafayette Road Experiment Station Tour

FREE

FREE

DEWITT AREA / EASTERN SUBURBS

Taste of CNY
Includes samples of NY wines, beer, hard cider, cider and a
variety of appetizers; Non-alcoholic beverages also available

Dues Payers/Life Members: $7

$

Non-Dues Payers: $10

$

Under 21: $6

$

The Craftsman Inn
315-637-8000 ∙ 7300 E. Genesee St, Fayetteville
$109/night with group name “SUNY ESF”
Reservation Deadline: September 25, 2017

S: $6

$

M: $6

$

L: $6

$

XL: $6

$

XXL: $8

$

Dues Payers/Life Members: $3

$

Non-Dues Payers: $5

$

Birding Tour at Montezuma Wildlife Refuge – 7:30 a.m.

FREE

FREE

Nature Walk – Clark Reservation – 12 p.m.

FREE

FREE

Service Project – Baltimore Woods – 12 p.m.

FREE

FREE

Tie-Dye Your Alumni & Family Fall Weekend T-Shirt
Order your 2017 Alumni & Family Fall Weekend t-shirts now
and tie-dye them on Saturday, October 28th! T-shirts are
available through pre-sale only. Available in white cotton with
forest and light green silk-screen design only. Please indicate
quantity of each size needed.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
Pancake Breakfast
Includes pancakes, ESF’s real maple syrup, sausages,
coffee and juice
CHOOSE AN ACTIVITY

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE—Please make checks payable to the ESF Alumni Association: $

Method of Payment

Please make checks payable to
ESF Alumni Association and mail
it with this completed form to:
ESF Alumni Office
SUNY ESF
1 Forestry Drive
219 Bray Hall
Syracuse, NY 13210-2785

Dietary Restrictions

Please note, we will do our best to
accommodate dietary restrictions:
Number of Vegetarians

Parking Passes

0 YES! Please send me a parking
pass (at no extra cost), for
Fall Weekend events.

Number of Vegans
Number of Gluten Free
Other

Questions? Please visit www.esf.edu/alumni/fallweekend or call the Alumni Office at 315-470-6632.

The Marriott Syracuse Downtown
(formerly known as The Hotel Syracuse)
1-800-228-9290 ∙ 100 E. Onondaga St, Syracuse
$160/night with group name “SUNY ESF”
Reservation Deadline: September 26, 2017

Doubletree by Hilton Syracuse
315-432-0200 ∙ 6301 State Route 298, E. Syracuse
$119/night with group name “SUNY ESF”
Reservation Deadline: September 28, 2017
Holiday Inn Express East Syracuse/Dewitt
315-373-0123 ∙ 5908 Widewaters Pkwy, E. Syracuse
$139/night (includes complimentary hot
breakfast)with group name “SUNY ESF”
Reservation Deadline: September 26, 2017
Embassy Suites by Hilton Syracuse
315-446-3200
6646 Old Collamer Rd South, E. Syracuse
$139/night (includes complimentary hot
breakfast) with group name “SUNY ESF”
Reservation Deadline: October 5, 2017
7TH NORTH STREET / LIVERPOOL AREA
Hampton Inn Syracuse North
315-457-9900 ∙ 1305 Buckley Rd, N. Syracuse
$119/night (includes complimentary hot breakfast)
with group name “SUNY ESF”
Reservation Deadline: October 14, 2017
Holiday Inn Syracuse/Liverpool
315-457-1122 441 ∙ Electronics Pkwy, Liverpool
$149/night with group name “ESF”
Reservation Deadline: September 26, 2017
Super 8 Motel Syracuse
315-451-8888 ∙ 421 Seventh North St, Liverpool
$62/night with group name “SUNY ESF”
Reservation Deadline: October 12, 2017

