UPDATE VISIONING VOICES SPEAKER
SERIES

WORKING
TOGETHER

The Southside and Strathmore Neighborhoods
Speaker Series Event and Workshop Summary

TO CREATE

SAFE
HEALTHY

NEIGHBORHOODS

You are never too old to
play and bring joy to
your neighborhood!

The Southside and Strathmore Neighborhoods hosted the 5th

Visioning Voices Event on March 8th at Believers Chapel. A total of 40 city residents
and community organiza�on members par�cipated in a series of ac�vi�es on the
topic of life long play and how play can improve neighborhood residents’ lives. They
learned that play is not just fun but can be a tool for engagement and placemaking.
Following the driving tour that highlighted Onondaga and Kirk Parks, par�cipants
gathered for a presenta�on by Joy Kuebler, a landscape architect from Buﬀalo area.
Joy presented a lecture about the many values of play in individual and community
life. During dinner, par�cipants gathered together and accomplished the ﬁrst
workshop ac�vity which explored various ac�vi�es that par�cipants do in their free
�me alone and with friends. A�er dinner, workshop ac�vi�es that engaged the
en�re group were facilitated by Joy with the help of community volunteers.
Par�cipants shared their experiences and ideas with each other. The interac�ons
were lively, fun and promoted smiles and laughter. Par�cipants evalua�on
comments revealed that there are many reasons to they were interested in this
topic and a�ending this event such aslearning more about design and crea�vity,
improving the condi�ons in the neighborhoods and parks, and ge�ng to know
more about the southside and its parks.

PARKS DRIVING TOUR

The driving tour featured stops at the Seals
Community Center in Kirk Park, and the greenhouse
and the ﬁrebarn in Onondaga Park. Local speakers
introduced programs and projects.

PRESENTATION

Guest speaker, Joy Kuebler, spoke about lifelong play
and used examples of her experience working with
other communi�es.

COMMUNITY DINNER
Par�cipants enjoyed conversa�on while dining on by
sandwiches catered by Broadway Cafe. Chips and
fruit were provided by the Greater Strathmore
Neighborhood Associa�on (GSNA). Dessert, snacks
and supplies were provided courtesy of Wegmans.

“Hoping to con�nue energy around using our parks more.”
“Keep bringing the message to Syracuse!”
“Community oriented events and mee�ng new people are
the reasons to par�cipate.”

- Event Survey Responses

Upcoming Event:

There are upcoming Visioning Voices Events being planned for 2018. If your
neighborhood is interested in becoming a host neighborhood for future events, or
would like to suggest topics and/or future speakers please email the Center for
Community Design Research at ccdr@esf.edu
A special thanks to the Speaker Series Organiza�on Commi�ee, Southside and
Strathmore neighborhoods event volunteers, and community partners who
helped with the prepara�on of this event of Visioning Voices Speaker Series:
Beverly Carter
Frank Cetera
Rusell Hauck
Cassandra Jamison
Patrona Jones
Pastor Lateef Johnson
Elena Juodisius
David Kane
Savy Kep
Cali Khakoo
Maren King

Mike LaFlair
Glen Lewis
Denise Moore
Maggie O’Conner
Yolanda Odoms
Olivia Pinner
Kyle S�llwell
Shagha Shahhosseini
Precious Walker
Kelly McDermo� Wise
Anna McDermo� Wise

Look for the video and materials for this session at: h�p://www.esf.edu/ccdr/

SUNY ESF students worked on categorizing
par�cipants’ responses to make a matrix to
immediately represent the result.

WORKSHOP

During the workshop, par�cipants explored the
community play iden�ty and created an asset
inventory of the parks. They categorized the
ac�vi�es as “Abundant, Underu�lized or
Adaptable”. And ﬁnally they iden�ﬁed the area
and priori�es for diﬀerent desired ac�vi�es in the
parks of the neighborhood.

