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FOREWORD 

All tha1 is within me cries ow to return to my home on the Hudson River 
-Franklin D. Roosevdt 

President Franklin Ddano Roosevdt had a deep and lasting connection to 
"Springwood," his lifdong home in the Hudson River Valley. Encouraged by loving parents, 
young Roosevelt grew to know !!very rock and trees on the place. It is tht! only place where an 
American President was born, grew to maturity, and lies buried. FDR never severed the bonds 
to his home, using it throughout his life as a refuge, a sanctuary. and a gathering plac;t! where 
political aspirations turned into reality. It was where the shet!r force of his will and the suppoct 
of his family and friends allowed him to overcome his personal tragedy of paralysis from 
polio. 

The iessons the land taught him would later be transformed into public policy, first in 
New York as Govt!rnor. and later nationwide as President. Reforestation. soil conservation, 
the preservation of National Parks and National Forests. the Civilian Conservation Corps: :.111 
can be traced back to his wanderings on the land at Hyde Park. 

The staff at the Home of Franklin D. Rm.1sevdt .National Histmic Site is very pkased to 
receive this Cultural Landscape Rt!port. The repon was prepared through a cooperative 
agreement between the State University of New York. College of Environmental Science and 
Forestry and the National Park Service. This project was truly a collaborative effon between 
site staff and the College. Special thanks are due to Kristin Baker and George W. Curry of the 
State University of New York. College of Environmental Scienct! and Forestry and Charles 
Pepper and Gina Bellavia of the Olmsted Cent,·- for Landscape Preservation. 

This report will form the foundation of a plan to prest!rve. and restore where necessary. 
the cultural landscape so cntical to interpretation of FDR's life. It will help guide the 
development of the site now and into the future. 

Paul B. Cole III 
Superintendent 
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PREFACE 

Long ago, in the course ofmy career 
I planted a forest, my old age to cheer. 

I visioned a tree-shaded refuge and shrine 
My hope and ambition -
The work ofa lifetime -
My dream ofthe future -

A forest ofpine. 

As the first timid seedlings came up through the ground 
I reluctantly left them, for Washington bound 

Said I. "I'll be back from this briefjamboree -
Four years are but nothing 
A mere passing moment, 

An inten•al onlv 
In the lfle ofa r,·;e." 

Four years as it happened turned out to be doubled, 
The world was in wrmoil, our countrv Has rroubled, 

And I was absorbed keeping watch ~m the Rhine -
The forest, it J1< 111rished, 

It spread and it thickened, 
It grew and it broadened, 

My forest ofpine. 

Last spring I a·as happy as lirrle lack Homer, 
.\1y trees and my cottage a·ere just round the corner. 

111e blow that befell \vould make anyone squirm -
While my pine trees were waiting, 

Were spreading and growing -
Were almnst a fbrest -

I GOT A THIRD TERM! 

As myforest was growing from seedling to tree, 
World events were uniting the land ofthe free -
And thus greH· our part in democracy'.\· srand -

Like my nen· little forest -
My flourishing forest -
My towering forest -
It covers the land. 

-Franklin D. Roosevelt for his birthday, 1941. 

Ill 





ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Cultural Landscape Report for the Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt National 
Historic Site was produced through a cooperative agreement between the National Park Service 
and the State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry. Its 
development and production were a collaboration between the National Park Service's 
Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation, the Roosevelt-Vanderbilt National Historic Site, 
and the Faculty of Landscape Architecture. Many individuals assisted in the completion of the 
repon which the authors would like to recognize. 

The Olmsted Cl!ntcr for Landscape Preservation was instrumental in initiating the 
project and provided assistance throughout its devdopment. Thanks to Dr. Nora Mitchell, 
Director, and Charlie Pepper. acting Director. Special recognition goes to Gina Bellavia, 
Historical Landscape Architect and Project Director, for her support and guidance throughout 
the project. 

The Roosevelt-Vanderbilt National Historic Site's administration and staff were totally 
committed and completely involved in all aspl.!cts or thl.! rcpon devdopmcnt. For this support 
and ,;ontributions to the project the authors arc most appreciative. Thanks to Paul B. Cole III. 
Superintendent; Cindy Nidsen. fonner Deputy Supc1intendent; and Henry Van Brookhaven. 
Chief of Maintenance. Spccbl thanks to David Hayes. Biologist (Natural Resource Specialist), 
for his l!ndk!ss enthusiasm, dfon, and guidance. Thanks also to Anne Jordan, Chief Curator; 
Diane Lobb-Boyce, Park Ranger: BilCUrbin, Photographer; Jude Pfister. former Museum 
Register; Craig Jessup. former Museum Curator; Ron Galentc, Supervisory Horticulturist; and 
Paul Laurelli, Gardener, for providing valuable information and reviewing the drafts or the 
repon. 

The Faculty of Landscape Architecture provided invaluable assistance during all phases 
of the study. Thanks to Professor Richard Hawks. Chair. for his enthusiasm and 
administrative support. Professor George W. Curry. my major professor, for his tireless 
assistance on this project and vast knowledge and devotion to the tield of landscape 
preservation. Special thanks to Ch1istine Capella-Peters, Visiting Professor and Historic Sites 
Restoration Coordinator, Central Rei?ional Office. New York State Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation and S1.:ott Shannon. Assistant Professor for the long hours they 
devoted to the project and the substantive comments they contributed to the many drafts of the 
report. Thanks also to Dr. Donald Leopold. Professor, Environmental and Forest Biology, for 
his role as reader of thc n.:pon and identification of the site's plant material using historic 
photographs. 

In addition I would like to thank the following people for their contributions. Carol 
Schmuckler for her work in editing the document and Gustavo Dallmann for his friendship and 
hard work producing the reports AutoCAD and CorelDraw maps. 

Special thanks to my classmates, Paul. Barbara, Willow, and Kristen, for their 
support, endless humor, and friendship. 

Finally, I would like to thank my husband, Scott. and my parents, Tom and Cheryl, for 
their love and constant suppon throughout my graduate school experience. 

V 



_: _______________________________ 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1 • Fo R E \Vo R o ............................................................................... . 

II. p REFACE................................................................................. Ul 

Ill. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS .................................................................. v 

1v. TABLE OF CONTENTS .................................................................. vu 

v. LIST OF ILLL'STRATI0:\S .............................................................. IX 

INTRODUCTION ........................................................................ . 

I. Early Property o..vncrship ( l 697-1867)............................................. 11 

II. Early Roosevdt Ownership ( 1867-1900 )......................... .................. 35 

I II. Late Rooscvdt Ownership ( 1900-19-1-5 )............... ........... ................ .. 87 

IV. '.\ational Park St:rvi1:e Ownt:rship ( 19-1-5-<.:xisting conditions)................. 179 

V STATE\IE'.\T OF SIG'.',;IFIC.-\'.\CE A:--D SITE ANALYSIS .............................. 313 

C O '.\i CL L' s I() ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 391 

E :--.; D '.\ 0 TES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 393 

APPE:---:DICES 
Appendix :\: :\erial Photographs of the Home of FDR '.'iHS................. -1-15 
Appendix B: '.'\ores from a Tdephone Intt:rvit:w with Mr. Cunis Roosevelt 423 
Appendix C: List of Compkted '.'\ational Park Service Reports.............. .n3 
Appendix D: Lt:vds of Investigation............................................. -B5 

Appendix F: Congrt:ssional Resolution for the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Appendix E: Will of James Roosc:velt........................................... 437 

Librarv and Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS........................ 441 
Appendix G: Det:d of Conveyance with Abstract of Title..................... 447 
Appt:ndix H: Cr:.ish. Post and Road diagram................................... 503 
Appendix I: Greenhouse Floor Plan and Elevations........................... 505 
Appt:ndix J: Inventory of Perennials in the Rose Garden..................... 509 
Appendix K: Inventory of Roses in the Garden................................ 517 
Appendix L: The Plantations of Franklin D. Roosevelt....................... 521 
Appendix \-1: Plantations of Franklin D. Roosevelt, Experimental Varieties 523 
Appendix '.'\: Plan of Entrance Sign Planter..................................... 525 
Appendix 0: lnventory .:>f Roses in the Garden................................ 527 
Appendix P: Plan of Ticket Booth Enlargement................................ 529 
Appendix Q: Expansion of Visitor Parking Area............................... 531 
Appendix R: Plan of Audio lnterpretive Station................................ 533 
Appendix S: '.\!ational Register of Historic Places Nomination Form........ 535 

8 I BL IO GR AP HY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 549 

vu 





LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

INTRODUCTION Pg. 

Figure 0.1 

Figure 0.2 

Figure 0.3 

Figure 0.4 

CHAPTER I 

Figure l.l 

Figure 1.2 

Figure 1.3 

Figure 1.4 

Figure 1.5 

Figure l.6 

Figure 1.7 

Figure 1.8 

Context map: Albany, New York City, and Hyde Park, New 
York. (K. Baker, SUNY CESF, 1998). 2 

Location map: Hyde Park, New York and the Home of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt National Historic Site. (K. Baker, SUNY CESF, 
1998). 

2 

Diagram of spaces and subspaces of the Home of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt NHS (K. Baker and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 
1998). 

6 

Roosevelt family genealogy. (K. Bakt:r, 1998, hascd on Graham 
and Wander, Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt Lihrary). 9 

Map of the Nine Partner's Patent and other patt:nts of land in 
nut<.:he~s County, together with presl.!nt town lines. (Eighteenth
Century Do<.:uments of The Nine Partners Patent, Franklin D. 
Roosevdt Lihrary). 

12 

Nine Water Lots within the Nine Partnt:rs Patent, 1734. (Tht: 
Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 

13 

Diagram of Water Lot Six. lK. Baker, SUNY CESF. 1998). 14 

Changing ownership of Water Lot Six, 1697-1799. (K. Baker, 
SUNY CESF. 1998). 

16 

Map of Everson/Ray Estate, 1793. (Deed Book No. 12, pp. 134-
135, January 17, 1793. The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
NHS). 

17 

Map of Everson/Ray Estate. 1793. (Deed Book No. 12, pp. 134-
135, January 17, 1793. The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
NHS). 

18 

Changing ownership of Water Lot Six, 1799-1845. (K. Baker, 
SUNY CESF, 1998). 

19 

Topography of the Wheeler property. (K. Baker, SUNY CESF, 
1998). 

21 

lX 



List of 111ustrations 

Figure 1.9 

Figure 1.10 

Figure 1.11 

Figure 1.12 

CHAPTER II 

Figure 2.1 

Figure 2.2 

Figure 2.3 

Figure 2.4 

Figure 2.5 

Figure 2.6 

Figure 2.7 

Figure 2.8 

Figure 2.9 

Organization of spaces within the Wheeler property. (K. Baker 
and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 1998, based on the 1946 USGS 
map). 

22 

Spatial organization of th~ Entry Space including suhspaces: the 
north avenue lot, home road, and the south avenue lot. (G. 
Dallmann, SUNY CESF. 1998, hased on the 1946 USGS map). 24 

Spatial organization of the House Lot Space including the 
suhspaces: main lawn, service area, rose garden, and vegetable 
garden. (K. Baker and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 1998, based 
on the 1946 USGS map). 

27 

Spatial organization of the Woodland Space including subspaces: 
the paddock lot and river wood lot. (K. Baker and G. Dallmann, 
SUNY CESF. 1998. hased on the 1946 USGS map). 

31 

The estate of James Roosevelt, 1867. (Frederick W. Beers, Atlas 
of New York and vidnity from actual survey (New York, 1867), 
Plate 45, The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 

37 

Residence of James Roosevelt and the view to the Hudson River, 
no date. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Lihrary. Px 58-386). 

38 

The east elevation of Springwood. 1881. (Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Lihrary, Px -P-96:3562). 

39 

James Roosevelt's land holdings at the time of his death in 1900. 
(R. Kcnncn Moody, "FDR ind His Neighhors," 1981, from 
Lacy. "Cultural Landscape Inventory"_!. 

43 

Spatial organization of the north avenue lot and home road 
subspaces. (K. Baker and G. Dallmann. SUNY CESF, 1998, 
based on the 1946 USGS map). 

44 

View east of the home road and 
Roosevelt Library. NPx 72-199:4). 

allee. 1898. (Franklin D. 46 

View northeast of the home road allee, 1897-98. (Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Library, Px 49-48:25). 

47 

Location and diagram of the gate post and gate located at the 
entrance of home road. (Historic American Buildings Survey, 
I941 ). 

48 

Spatial organization of the south avenue lot subspace. (K. Baker 
and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 1998, based on the 1946 USGS 
map). 

49 

X 



List of Illustrations 

Figure 2.10 

Figure 2.11 

Figure 2.12 

Figure 2.13 

Figure 2.14 

Figure 2.15 

Figure 2.16 

Figurl! 2.17 

Figure 2.18 

Figure 2.19 

Figure 2.20 

Figure 2.21 

Figure 2.22 

Figure 2.23 

Figure 2.24 

Spatial organization of the main lawn subspace. (K. Baker and G. 
Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 1998, based on the 1946 USGS map). 50 

View of north of Springwood and vista west towards paddock lot 
(foreground), lower field, river wood lot, and the Hudson River, 
c. 1887. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 62-151 ). 

51 

Vista from Springwood to the :;( uth lawn and Hudson River, 
1894. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 47-96:2792). 

52 

The west ekvation of Springwood, pre-1887. (The Home of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS. R 1950). 

53 

The south elevation of Springwood (right rear of photograph), 
before the enlargement of thl! porch, Franklin, James, and Sara 
Roosevelt pictured, Dec. 1891. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, 
NPx 58-233 ( 18)). 

54 

Springwood's south ekvation, aft;.:r enlargement of the porch, 
Oct. 1900. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 48-22:3790 
(373)). 

55 

Spedmcn trees and shrubs lm:ated south of the hemlock hedge in 
main lawn, James Roosevelt pictured. 1900. (Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Lihrary. NPx 48-22:3618 (58)). 

56 

Vines located on Springwood's cast elevation. Octobl.!r 1900. 
(Franklin D. Roost.!vdt Library, NPx 47-96:3224). 
Spatial organization of the service area subspace. (K. Baker and 
G. Dallmann. SUNY CESF. 1998. based on the I946 USGS 
map). 

57 

58 

The south elevation of the coach house. carria!!e driver not 
identified. 1890. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library: NPx 47-96: 
3566). 

60 

The l.!ast elevation of thl.! coach house. 
Roosevelt Library. NPx 47-96: 2793). 

1890. (Franklin D. 60 

Scrt!ening fence, James Roosevelt pictured. 1889. (Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Library, NPx 47-96: 150). 

61 

Spatial organization of thl.! rose garden subspace. (K. Baker and 
G. Dallmann. SUNY CESF, 1998, based on the 1946 USGS 
map). 

62 

Garden and east elevation of the original greenhouse (left rear of 
photograph). children not identified. no date. (The Home of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS, no #). 

63 

Top of the greenhouse (right rear of photograph) and the hedge cut 
flat, woman not identified, no date. (The Home of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt NHS. #R-D). 

64 



List of Illustrations 

Figure 2.25 

Figure 2.26 

Figure 2.27 

Figure 2.28 

Figure 2.29 

Figure 2.30 

Figure 2.3 l 

Figure 2.32 

Figure 2..:n 

Figure 2.34 

Figure 2.35 

Figure 2.36 

Figure 2.37 

Figure 2.38 

Figure 2.39 

Greenhouse shed (right rear of photograph), children not 
identified, date unknown. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt 65 
NHS, no#). 

Greenhouse shed (left side of photograph), Sara and James 
Roosevelt, pictured, Decemher l898. (Franklin D. Roosevelt 66 
Lihrary. NPx 58-233 ( l 8)). 

Fruit trees and vegetation in rose garden before l912, large ice 
house in right rear of photograph, children not identified, no date. 67 
(Home Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS, no#). 

Entrances to the rose garden (left rear of photograph), FDR 
pictures on the east lawn, c. 1899-1901. (NPx 48-22:3618 (86)). 68 

Spatial organization of the vegetahle garden suhspace. (K. Baker 
and G. Dallmann. SUNY CESF. 1998. hased on the 1946 USGS 69 
map). 

The apiary. no date. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 70 

The estate road. the large vegetahle garden (rear). and the picket 
fence (far rear), James Roosevelt pictured. April 1900. (Home of 71 
Franklin D. Roosevdt NHS, no #). 

Spatial organization of the Woodland Space. including the 
paddrn:k lot, river wood lot. pond/dam. lower field. and duplex 
compound suhspaces. (K. Baker and G. Dallmann. SUNY CESF. 
1998, ha.sed on thi.: 1946 USGS map). 

Vit:w from thi.: south lawn towards the fencl.! and row l1f trees in 
the paddock lot, the lower field, and tht: Hudson River. (Franklin 74 
D. Roost!velt Lihrary, NPx 47-96:28 lS). 

Fence and horses below the house, man not identified, no date. 75 
(Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 47-96:3223). 

The estate of James Roosevelt, including outbuildings and 
circulation patterns. l 891. (Frederick W. Beers, Atlas of the 
Hudson River \!allev From New York Cirv to Trov (New York. 76 
l 89 l ). Plate l9. The.Home of Franklin D. Rooseveit NHS). 

Map of the estate of James Roosevelt, 1906. (The Home of 77 
Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 

Rustic bridge located in the river wood lot, 1897-98. (Franklin D. 79 
Roosevelt Library, NPx 49-48:23). 

Rustic bridge located in the river wood lot, no date. (Franklin D. 79 
Roosevelt Library, NPx 47-96:2797). 

Rustic bridge located in the river wood lot, no date. (Franklin D. 80 
Roosevelt Library, NPx 47-96:2795). 

xii 



List of Illustrations 

Figure 2.40 

Figure 2.41 

Figure 2.42 

Figure 2.43 

CHAPTER Ill 

Figure 3.1 

Figure 3.2 

Figure 3.3 

Figure 3.4 

Figun.! 3.5 

Figure 3.6 

Figure 3.7 

Figure 3.8 

Figure 3.9 

Figure 3.10 

Spatial organization of the pond/dam subspace. (K. Baker and G. 
Dallmann, SUNY CESF. 1998, based on the 1946 USGS map). 81 

Harvesting ice on the pond, 1890. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, 82 
NPx 47 96:2798). 

View of Springwood from the lower field, 1897-98. (Franklin D. 83 
Roosevelt Library, NPx 49-48: 13). 

Spatial organization of the duplex compound subspace. (K. Baker 
and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 1998, based on lht! 1946 USGS 84 
map). 

The Franklin D. Roosevelt family, Anna, Franklin Jr., FDR. 
James, Eleanor, John, and Elliott pictured, no date. (Franklin D. 88 
Roosevdt Library). 

FDR 'walking' down lhe entrance road after contracting polio. 
(drawing by Olin Dows. Franklin Roosf!velt at Hyde Park, 89 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Lihrary). 

FDR running for Vice Presidency, August 9, 1920. (Franklin D. 91 
Roosevelt Library, NPx 48-22:3696(8)). 

FDR's burial in the rose garden, April 15, 1945. (Franklin D. 93 
Rooscvdt Library NPx 48-22:3719). 

Historic American Buildings Survey. sketch of the Springwood 
estate. Decemher 30. 19-l 1. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevdt 94 
NHS). 

Land holdings of FDR 1900-1945. (R. Kennen Moody, "FDR 
and His Neighbors," 1981, from Lacy, "Cultural Landscape 96 
Invenlory"). 

Roosevelt land ownership, Springwood and the property located 
west of Albany Post Rd., tracing based on FDR's 1911 map from 97 
Farm Journal. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 

Roosevelt land ownership, property located east of the Albany 
Post Rd., tracing based on FDR's 1911 map from Farm Journal. 98 
(The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 

Spatial organization of the north avenue lot and home road 
subspace (K. Baker and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 1998, based 
on the 1946 USGS map). 

FDR inspecting the construction of the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Presidential Library built in the north avenue lot, Sept. 23, 1939. 101 
(Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 48-22:3711 (260)). 

xiii 



List of Tilustrations 

Figure 3.11 

Figurc 3.12 

Figure 3.13 

Figure 3.14 

Figure 3.15 

Figure 3.16 

Figure 3.17 

Figure 3.18 

Figure 3.19 

Figure 3.20 

Figure 3.21 

Figure 3.22 

Figure 3.23 

Figure 3.24 

Figure 3.25 

Figure 3.26 

The Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, no date. (Margaret Logan 
Marquez, Images ofAmerica, Hyde Park on the Hudwn). 

101 

Aaial view of the library and t!state of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
1942. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 48-22:3790 (388)). 102 

Location of Battalion guard houses. (Home Franklin D. Roosevelt 
NHS Map - Crash, Post and Road diagram, drawn by the White 
House Signal Det., no date). 

103 

240th Military Battalion structure, locauon unknown, c. 
1945. (Thi! Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 

1941- 104 

View from the home road north to orchard and while oak trees 
(center rear of photograph) in north avenue lot, 1939. (Franklin D. 
Roost!velt Library. NPx 59-48). 

105 

Al!rial view of the estate of Franklin D. Roosevdt, 1932 (Franklin 
D. Ronsevclt Lihrary. NPx 48-22:3837 (33)). 

106 

Library entran<.:e sign, c. 
Library. NPx 61-119 (5)). 

1939-1945. (Franklin D. Roosevelt 108 

Lights adjacl.!nt to thl! l!ntrance/1.!xit road, 
Roosevelt Library, NPx 48-22:3790 (l 19)). 

1946. (Franklin D. 109 

View from the home road north to the library fence (right rl!ar of 
photograph), FDR (in car) and his dog, Fala, picturt!d, 1944. 
(Franklin D. Roosl!velt Lihrary. NPx 78-36(44)). 

110 

Storm dama!!e to horn\! mad trel! alh!I!, 
Roosevelt Library. NPx ..J.7-96: 2952). 

1913. (Franklin D. 111 

View east of home road tree alll!t! and home road, 1943. <Franklin 
D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 48-22: 3853 ( 18)). 

112 

Gate posts and gate, stont! wall, and while pine hedge, no date. 
(Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Px 77-144 (5)). 

113 

Spatial organization of the south avenue lot subspace. (K. Baker 
and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 1998, based on the 1946 USGS 
map). 

114 

Tennis court located in the south avenue lot, FDR (left) and men 
not identitied pictured, 1920. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library. 
NPx 47-96: 4863 ( 176)). 

115 

Spatial organization of main lawn subspace. (K. Baker and G. 
Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 1998, based on the 1946 USGS map). 117 

Lawn furniture located on the south lawn and vista to Hudson 
River (center rear), Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt pictured. 
1933. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 62-53). 

118 

XIV 



List of Illustration.-; 

Figure 3.27 

Figure 3.28 

Figure 3.29 

Figure 3.30 

Figure 3.31 

Figure 3.32 

Figure 3 . .13 

Figun.: 3.34 

Figun! 3.35 

Figun! 3.36 

Figurc 3.37 

Figurc 3.38 

Figure 3.39 

Figure 3.40 

Figure 3.41 

Figure 3.42 

View to the Hudson River from south lawn. (Franklin D. 119 
Roosevelt Library, NPx 75-70 ( 17)). 

Reconstruction of Springwood, south tower and south wings, 120 
1915. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 47-96:4068). 

Reconstruction of Springwood, t!ast elevation, 1915-1916. 121 
(Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 47-96:4067). 

The cast elevation of Springwood, 1940. (Franklin D. Roosevelt 121 
Library, NPx 48-22:3837 (7)). 

Handrails for FDR on the front terrace stcps, 1941. (The Home of 122 
Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 

Handrails and potted plant,; locati:d on Springwood's front ti:rrace, 122 
1941. (Thi: Homi: of Franklin D. Roosi:velt NHS). 

Swan Couagi: Playhnusc. May 1935. (Chid of Maintcnancc files, 123 
thi: Homi: nf Franklin D. Roosi:vdt NHS). 

2--Hlth Battalion !.!Uard housc as illustratcd for a l9-42 Christmas 
card. (Cnurtt:sy ~r Edward Ashworth. 240th Military Battalion, 124 
Franklin D. Rnuscvdt Lihrary). 

Vi:gctation locatcd south of ht:mlock hi:dgi:, no datc. (Franklin D. 125 
Roosevelt Lihrary. NPx 80-165 ( 10)). 

Trccs nt!ar Springwood's northcast cornt·r, c. 1900-1915, childrcn 
not idcntifii:d. (Franklin D. Roosi:vdt Lihrary. NPx 48-22:3623 125 
( ! ) ). 

Vcgi:tation on thc i:ast lawn. l905. (Franklin D. Rnosevclt 126 
Lihrary. NPx 79-69 ( 52)). 

Camperdown dm on main lawn, James Roosevelt and boy not 
identified pictured, 1920-21. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 127 
48-22: 1986 (87B)). 

Shrubs locatl!d south of the hemlock hedge on the main lawn, 
coach house in the back!!round, 1942. (Franklin D. Roosevelt 128 
Library, NPx 79-69 (30)).~ 

Climbing roses on the rose arbor south of the hemlock hedge, 
Sara, James, Elliott, and Anna Roosevelt pictured, 1912. (Home 129 
Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS, no #). 

Climbing roses on the rose arbor south of the hemlock hedge, 
James, Anna, and Elliott Roosevelt pictured, 1912. (Home 129 
Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS, no #). 

Shrubs and vines located on Springwood's east elevation, July 130 
1941. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 7 6-1: 71 ). 

xv 



List of rllustrations 

Figure 3.43 

Figure 3.44 

Figure 3.45 

Figure 3.46 

Figure 3.47 

Figure 3.48 

Figure 3.49 

Figure 3.50 

Figure 3.51 

Figure 3.52 

Figure 3.53 

Figure 3.54 

Figure 3.55 

Figure 3.56 

Figure 3.57 

Vegetation on Springwood's cast elevation, 194 l. (The Home of 13 l 
Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 

Shruhs and vines on Springwood's south devation, Sept. 16. 
1927. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 48-22:3626 (52)). 131 

Shruhs and vines located on Springwood's south and west 
elevation, 1941. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 132 

Shrubs and vines located on Springwood's west elevation, 194 l. 132 
(The Homt.! of Franklin D. Roosevdt NHS). 

Sago Palm locatt.!d on Springwood's east front terract.!, Sara 
Roosevelt picturt.!d, 1934. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 133 
47-96:2612). 

Potted trcl!s and Sago Palms locatc:d on Springwood's front 
terrace, Sl!ptemhl!r 16, 1938. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, 134 
NPx 69-177). 

Path from Springwood to the R1.:d House, no date. (Franklin D. 134 
Roosevelt Lihrary, NPx -t.8-22: 3790 (377)). 

Pool/fountain on south lawn. Sara Roosevelt and Rita Kkeman 
pictured. 1934. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Lihrary. NPx 91-154 (24- 135 
25)). 

The movahlt! swing near the hemlock hedge, James and Anna 
Roosevelt pictured, 1912. (Franklin D. Roost:velt Library. NPx 136 
47-96: 4804 ( 148)). 

The play apparatus on tht.! l!a.st lawn. Sara. Anna. James, Elliott, 
Franklin Jr., and John Roosevelt pictured, c. 1918. (Franklin D. 137 
Roosevt:lt Library, NPx 48-22:3623 (7)). 

Play apparatus located on the main lawn tlt:ft rt:ar of photograph), 
1932. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Lihrary, NPx 48-22: 3990 (5)). 138 

Play/exercise apparatus. (Drawing hy Olin Dows from his hook, 138 
Franklin Roosevelt at Hyde Park). 

Lawn furniture located on the south lawn, Franklin and Eleanor 
Roosevelt pictured, 1933. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 140 
62-53). 

Wood tree base (center rear), no date. (Franklin D. Roosevelt 141 
Library, NPx 48-22: 3840 (23)). 

Electronic eye (right side of photograph) located at the northwest 
corner of home and estate road, no date. (Franklin D. Roosevelt 142 
Library, NPx 80-26: 44 ( 10)). 

xvi 



List of Illustrations 

Figure 3.58 

Figure 3.59 

Figure 3.60 

Figure 3.61 

Figure 3.62 

Figure 3.63 

Figure 3.64 

Figure 3.65 

Figure 3.66 

Figure 3.67 

Figure 3.68 

Figure 3.69 

Figure 3.70 

Figure 3.71 

Figure 3.72 

Electronic eye located at the northwest corner of home and estate 
road, no date. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 80-26: 44 143 
( 11)). 

Electronic eye located at the northwest corner of home and estate 
road, no date. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 80-26: 44 144 
(4) ). 

Spatial organization of the service area subspace (K. Baker and G. 
Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 1998, based on thc 1946 USGS map). 145 

East elevation of the l!nlarged laundry and service fence, child not 
identified, no date. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS, no 146 
#). 

East l!kvation of the stable with the garage addition (left side of 
photograph), no datl!. (Franklin D. Rnnsevdt Lihrary, NPx 47-96: 147 
2322). 

South devatinn of tht: coach house, nu dale. (Franklin D. 148 
Roosevdt Library. NPx 47-96: 2947). 

Scret:ning fl!nct: (rear). doghouses. and laundry lines located in 
service area. no dale. (Franklin D. Roosi:vdt Lihrary, NPx 48-22: 149 
4091 (25)). 

Screenin!.! fl!nci: and !.!alt.! located north of tht.! houst.! in the servkt.! 
area, 1933. (Frankli~ D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 48-22: 4091 150 
( 25) ). 

Spatial organization of tht.! rost.! garden subspace. (K. Baker and 
G. Dallmann. SUNY CESF, 1998. hasl!d on the 1946 USGS 151 
map). 

South devation of !!rl!enhouse, James and Anna Roosevelt 
pictured. no datt:. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 48- 152 
22:3619 (231)). 

Grave site guard house and fern.:l!, 1955. (The Franklin D. 153 
Roosevelt Library, NPx 56-151 ( 1)). 

Hot bed and south elevation of the iarge ice house. c. 1946. 154 
(Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Px 91-158 (2)). 

Hemlock hed!!e and rose !!arden. no date. (Franklin D. Roosevelt 155 
Library. NPx -80-165 (9))~ 

Military police protecting FDR's grave, sundial, greenhouse, and 
coach house shown, 1945. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 156 
48:3790 (338)). 

View northeast of plant,; within the rose garden, date unknown. 156 
(Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 80-165 (8)). 

xvii 



List of 111 ustrations 

Figure 3.73 

Figure 3.74 

Figure 3.75 

Figure 3.76 

Figure 3.77 

Figure 3.78 

Figure 3.79 

Figure 3.80 

Figure 3.8 l 

Figure 3.82 

Figure 3.83 

Figure 3.84 

Figure 3.85 

Figure 3.86 

Figure 3.87 

Figure 3.88 

Perennial bed in the rose garden, Sara Roosevelt pil.:tured, no datc. 
(Franklin D. Roosevdt Library, NPx 50-104: 13). 

157 

Sundial in the rose garden, Sara Roosevelt pictured, 
(F;:-anklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 47-96: 2733). 

l930. 158 

Sundial and FDR's grave in the rose garden, 1945. (Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Library, NPx 56-249 (2)). 

158 

Spatial organization of thc vcgetahle garden suhspacc. (K. Baker 
and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 1998, based on the 1946 USGS 
map). 

160 

Apiary located at northwest corner of large vegetable garden, 
1948. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevdt NHS, R-211). 

162 

Aerial view of the vegetable garden, 1933. (Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Library, NPx 62-61 ). 

163 

Pole beans grown in vl!getabk garden, William Plog and Mr. 
YanCuran pict"rl!d, date unknown. (Franklin D. Roosevdt 
Library, NPx ➔ 8-22: -Ul9 l (26)). 

164 

Spatial organization uf Woodland Subspace. (K. Baker and G. 
Dallmann. SUNY CESF. 199!-!, hased on the 1946 USGS map). 166 

Paddock lot/lowl!r orchard. (G. Dallmann, SU NY CESF, 1998, 
based on the 1946 USGS map). 

167 

Lowl!r orchard, c. 
22:3837 (33)). 

1945. (Franklin D. Roosevdt Lihrarv, NPx 48-
• 

167 

Spatial organization of the rivl!r wood lot suhspace. (K. Baker 
and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF. 1998. hasl!d on the 1946 USGS 
map). 

168 

Crash harrier at the intersectiun of tht! rivl!r and dupkx road, no 
date. (Franklin D. Roost!vdt Library, Px 80-26 (2)). 

170 

Electronic eyl! and crash harrier at the intersection of the river and 
duplex road, no date. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Lihrary, Px 80-
26:44 (8)). 

171 

Rustic bridge near pond/dam, 
Library, Px 77-144 (27) ). 

no date. (Franklin D. Roosevelt 172 

Lower field from the south lawn, September 16, 1927. (Franklin 
D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 62-284). 

173 

The Roosevelt estate plantation, FDR and Nelson C. Brown 
pictured, March 18, 1944. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
NHS, R 548). 

174 

xviii 



List of IllustrJtions 

Figure 3.89 

Figurc 3.90 

CHAPTER IV 

Figure 4.1 

Figure 4.2 

Figure 4.3 

Figure 4.4 

Figun.: 4.5 

Figure 4.6 

Figun.: 4.7 

Figure 4.8 

Figurt: 4.9 

Figure 4.10 

Figure 4.11 

Figure 4.12 

Figure 4.13 

Figure 4.14 

Plantations in the river wood lot l!ast of Springwood, no date. 
(The Hom\! of Franklin D. Roosevdt NHS, NPS Master Plan, 
1977). 

176 

Tulip poplar plantations near the duplex, no date. (Franklin D. 
Roosl!vdt Lihrary. NPx 77-144 (17)). 

177 

Dedication of the Homc of Franklin D. Roosevelt National 
Historic Site, 1946. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Lihrary. NPx 48-22: 
3719(17)). 

180 

Thc Home nf Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Sitc, deed. 
(The Hnml! of Franklin D. Rnosl!vcit NHS). 

181 

Boundary changes/lands added 
Protection Plan, 1985). 

to thl! site 1945-1997. ( Land 184 

Spatial organization of the north avl!nue lot and home road 
suhspaces. (K. Bakl!r and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 1998, 
hased on tht.: 1994 HPI map). 

185 

Franklin D. Ruusevdt Lihrary, east d1.:vation. 1998. (phnwgraph 
hy author). 

186 

Lihrary gat1.:house, north and east l!kvatiun. 1997. (photograph hy 
author). 

187 

Lihrary pump house.:, north and east ckvatinn, 1997. (photograph 
hy author). 

188 

Guard house stored in the Bellefidd maintl!nan<.:e 
(photograph hy author). 

area. 1998. 189 

Tht.: library meadow. oak tn.:t.:s. :.rnd orchard. vit.:w looking north, 
1997. ( photograph hy author). 

190 

Orchard, view looking t!ast. 1998. (photograph hy authc,r). 190 

Red oak trees lo<.:ated east of the lihrary, 1998. (photograph hy 
author). 

192 

White pine hedge located adjacent to the Albany Post Road, 1998. 
(photograph hy author). 

192 

Entrance road, vit!w looking west, c. 
Franklin D. Roost!vdt). 

1945-47. (The Home of 193 

Exit road and entrance sign, vit!w looking west. 1950. (Franklin 
D. Roost:vdt Lihrary, NPx 64-348). 

194 

XIX 



List of Illustrations 

Figure 4.15 

Figure 4.16 

Figure 4.17 

Figure 4.18 

Figure 4.19 

Figure 4.20 

Figure -L2 l 

Figure 4.22 

Figure 4.23 

Figure 4.24 

Figure 4.25 

Figure 4.26 

Figure 4.27 

Figure 4.28 

Figure 4.29 

Figure 4.30 

Figure 4.31 

Figure 4.32 

Entrance road, view looking west, l 997. (photograph by author). 194 

Exit road, view looking cast, l 997. (photograph by author). 195 

Temporary parking area in the north avenue lot, view looking 196 
west, 1947. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS. no #). 

A::!rial of site, 1953. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 54- 196 
307). 

Flagstone walkway located east of the library, 1998. (The Home 197 
of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 

Walkway and Freedom of Fear sculpture located at the library's 198 
south west elevation, l 998. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
NHS). 

Removal of histork wall ~tnd construction of a new wall at 
t:ntrancdexit road. c. 1947-1948. (The Home of Franklin D. 199 
Roosevdt NHS). 

New wall and entranct! sign, vit!w looking west. c. 1947 -1948. 199 
(The Homt! of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 

Stone wall after the removal of the entranct: sign. 1997. 200 
(photograph hy author). 

Tht! Josiah Wheeler boundary markt!r lrn.:ated west of the stone 201 
wall, 1998. ( photograph hy author). 

Library boundary marker located north of the home road. 1998. 201 
(photograph hy author). 

Library metal fence located at the southern portion of the north 202 
avenue lot, 1997. ( photograph hy author). 

Entranct! sign for the FDR Home, library, and museum, 1997. 203 
(photograph by author). 

Bust of FDR located at the southeast cornt!r of the library 204 
walkway, 1998. (photograph by author). 

Museum identification located east of the library. 1998. 205 
(photograph by author). 

Light located east of the library, 1998. (photograph by author). 205 

Storm damage to trees along the home road, 1946. (The Home of 207 
Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS R-362). 

Home road allee, view looking east, 1997. (photograph by 207 
author). 

xx 



List of Illustrations 

Figure 4.33 

Figure 4.34 

Figure 4.35 

Figure 4.36 

Figure 4.37 

Figure 4.38 

Figure 4.39 

Figure 4.40 

Figure 4.4 l 

Figun.: 4.-42 

Figure 4.-B 

Figure 4.44 

Figure 4.45 

Figure 4.46 

Figure 4.47 

Figure 4.48 

Figure 4.49 

Figure 4.50 

Figure 4.51 

Gate post and gate located at the home road entrance, 
(photograph hy author). 

1997. 208 

Damage to the southern gate post, 1997. (photograph hy author). 209 

Damage to the northern gate post, 1997. (photograph hy author). 209 

Crash harrier posts located 
(photograph hy author). 

west of the gate posts, 1997. 210 

Crash harrier post, 1997. (photograph hy author). 210 

Spatial organization of the south avenue lot suhspace. (K. Baker 
and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 1998, hased on the 1994 HPI 
map). 

211 

Tennis court. 
author). 

view looking northeast. 1997. (photograph hy 212 

Tennis court. 
author). 

view looking southeast. 1997. (photograph hy 212 

Chickl:n wire hackstop of the Lennis ,.:nurt. 1997. (photograph hy 
author). 

213 

Water faucet located 
(photograph hy author). 

northwest nr the tennis court. 1998. 214 

White pine hedge lrn.:ated adjacent to the Alhany Post Road. 1997. 
( photograph hy author). 

215 

Trees located along the southern houndary, view looking cast, 
1997. (photograph hy author). 

216 

Trees located adjacent to the tennis rnun, view looking southwest, 
1997. (photograph hy author). 

216 

Estate road. view looking north, 1997. (photograph hy author). 217 

Site of the south avenue 
(photograph hy author). 

farm mad, view looking east, 1997. 218 

Gap in the stone wall where the south avenue farm road joined the 
Alhany Post Road, 1997. (photograph hy author). 

219 

Spatial organization of main lawn subspace. (K. Baker and G. 
Dallmann, CESF, 1998, hased on the 1994 HPI map). 

220 

Lower field becoming 'naturalized,' view looking southwest, 
1960. (The Home of Franklin D. RoDsevelt NHS, no#). 

221 

Aerial view of the historic vista crt:ated in the wrong location, c. 
1970-1980. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 

222 

XXI 



List of Illustrations 

Figure 4.52 

Figure 4.53 

Figure 4.54 

Figure 4.55 

Figure 4.56 

Figure 4.57 

Figure 4.58 

Figure 4.59 

Figure 4.60 

Figure 4.61 

Figure 4.62 

Figure 4.63 

Figure 4.64 

Figure 4.65 

Figure 4.66 

Figure 4.67 

Figure 4.68 

View looking towards the Hudson River, and benches and fire 
hydrant located on south lawn, 1998. (photograph by author). 

223 

Springwood, west elevation, bei'on! construction of the fire escape 
and including lawn furniture and the new walkway, c. 1947-48. 
(The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS, R-25). 

224 

Springwood, west elevation, after construction of the fire escape, 
c. 1949. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 

225 

Fire damage lo Springwood, 1981. (The Home of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt NHS). 

225 

Historic handrails stored in the coach house, 1998. (photograph 
by author). 

226 

Wheelchair ramp located on Springwood's 1.:asl 1.:kvation. 1997. 
(photograph hy author). 

226 

Springwood, east devation, 1997. (photograph hy author). 227 

Springwood, south elevation, 1997. (photograph hy author). 227 

Springwood, west devation, including the 1984 lire escape, 1998. 
(photograph hy author). 

228 

Trees within thl.! main lawn. view looking west. 1949. ( Franklin 
D. Roosevelt Library. NPx 65-590 (316)). 

229 

Storm Jamage to trees on the main lawn, 1946. (Thc Home of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, R-.364). 

229 

Springwood, east elevation, and vegetation on the east lawn, no 
date. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 78-16). 

230 

Trees within the main lawn, 1998. (photograph by author). 231 

Trees within the main 
!photograph hy author). 

lawn, view lookin I! 
-

west, 1997. 232 

Sugar maplt! (centt!r), black locust (right side), and Norway spruce 
tleft side), t!Xtant from the Late Roosevelt Ownership Period, view 
looking northwt!st, 1998. (photograph by author). 

232 

Hemlock trees (right rear) and Norway spruce (left front), extant 
from the Late Roosevelt Ownership Period, view looking 
southwest, 1998. (photograph by author). 

233 

Trees on main lawn. view lookinl! east, 1998. (photograph by 
author). -

233 

XXll 



List of Illustrations 

Figure 4.69 

Figure 4.70 

Figure 4.71 

Figure 4.72 

Figure 4.73 

Figure 4.74 

i:;igure 4.75 

Figun.: 4.76 

Figun.: 4.77 

Figure 4.78 

Figure 4.79 

Figure 4.80 

Figure 4.81 

Figure 4.82 

Figure 4.83 

Figure 4.84 

Figure 4.85 

Figure 4.86 

Black locust (right hand side) and Japanese maple (center). extant 
from the Late Roosevelt Ownership Period, l 998. (photograph by 
author). 

234 

Pee Gee hydrangea, extant from thl.! Lall.! Roosevdt Ownership 
Period, l 997. ( photograph by author). 

235 

Roses and junipers located nea:- the rosl! garden, south of hemlock 
hedge, 1997. (photograph by author). 

235 

Mockorange plants located south of thl.! hemlock hedge. I 998. 
(photograph by author). 

236 

Yews near the front terrace, l 998. (photograph by author). 237 

Japanese honeysuckle located on Springwood's east devation, 
1997. (photograph by author). 

238 

Sago Palms lm:ated on 
(photograph hy author). 

Springwood's front terrace. 1998. 238 

Flagstone walkway located along Springwood's east d.:vation, c. 
1947-1948. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS. R-35). 

239 

Flagstone walkway located along Springwood's south elevation, 
1997. ( photograph by author). 

240 

The cheruh once located on the southern side of the pool/fountain, 
I 998. ( photograph hy author). 

241 

The pool/fountain located 
( photograph hy author). 

south of Springwood. 1997. 241 

The rose arhor located 
(photograph hy author). 

south of the hemlock hedge. 1997. 242 

The wood table associated with historic furniture and located 
within the site's museum collection, 1998. (photograph hy 
author). 

243 

Informational signs located northeast of Springwood, 
(photograph hy author). 

1998. 244 

Existing light fixture, 1997. (photograph by author). 245 

Spatial organization of the service area subspace. (K. Baker and 
G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF. 1998, based on the 1994 HPI map). 246 

Laundry, north elevation, 1997. (photograph hy author). 247 

Laundry, 
author). 

south and west elevations. 1998. (photograph by 247 

XXlll 



List of TI!ustrations 

Figure 4.87 Tourist Information Ct!nter, cast elevation, with hcnch and trash 248 
receptacle, 1997. (photograph hy author). 

elevation, 1997. (photograph hy author). 

gates, 1997. (photograph hy author). 

author). 

(photograph hy author). 

(photograph hy author). 

author). 

author). 

Figure 4.88 Shed located west of the Tourist Information Cl!nter, cast 249 

Figure 4.89 Small ice house, north elevation, 1997. (photograph hy author). 250 

Figure 4.90 Coach house, south devation, 1997. (photograph by author). 251 

Figure 4.91 Greenhouse tool shed, west elevation, and movable deer fence 251 

Figure 4.92 Ash pit, north devation, and rail fence, 1998. (photograph hy 252 

Figure 4.93 Vcgctation and surface matl!rial of thl! servi-.:l! area. 1997. 253 

Figure 4.94 Scrl!l!ning foncl!, hicyck rack. and vl!i1icular sign. 1997. 254 

Figurl! 4.95 Scrl!ening fl!rn.:l!, 1997. (photograph hy author). 254 

Figure 4.96 Scrt!l!ning fence gatl!, vil!w looking l!ast, 1997. ( photograph hy 255 

Figure 4.97 Scrt!ening fenct! gall!, vi•.!W looking west, 1997. (photograph hy 255 

Figun.! 4.98 Rail fence, 1998. (photograph hy author). 257 

Figure 4.99 Spatial organization of thl! rosl! gardl!n suhspace. (K. Baker and 
G. Dallmann. SUNY CESF, 1998, hasl!d on thl! 1994 HPI map). 258 

Figure 4.100 Greenhouse, south elevation, 1997. (photograph hy author). 259 

author). 

(photograph by author). 

Roosevelt NHS, R-275). 

Figure 4.106 Replacement of hemlock plants at the easternmost entrance of the 

1316). 

Figure 4.10 l Greenhouse, west devation, 1997. ( photograph hy author). 259 

Figure 4.102 Greenhouse. north devation, 1998. (photograph hy author). 260 

Figure 4.103 Hothed located north of the greenhouse, 1997. (photograph hy 261 

Figure 4.104 Historic wata faucets and post and chain fence detail, 1998. 261 

Figure 4.105 Northeast entrance of the hedge, 1946. (The Home of Franklin D. 262 

hedge, July, 1969. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS, R- 263 

xxiv 



List of Illustrations 

Figure 4.107 Damage to hemlock trees located between the southern garden 263 
entrances, 1998. (photograph by author). 

Figure 4.108 Replacement of the southern portion of the hemlock hedge and the 264 
post and chain fence, 1998. (photograph by author). 

Figure 4.109 Yews located around the grave monument, sundial, and post and 265 
chain fence, 1997. (photograph by author). 

Figure 4.110 Perennial and rose beds, view looking north, April 1946. (The 265 
Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS, R-277). 

Figure 4.111 Perennial and rose beds, view looking cast, April 1946. (The 266 
Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS, R- 276). 

Figure 4.112 Rose beds, view looking northeast, 1997. (photograph by author). 266 

Figure 4.113 Sundial and dog grave markl!rs lm:atl!d in thl! cl!nter of the rose 267 
garden, 1997. ( photograph hy author). 

Figure 4.114 Dog gravl! markers. 1997. (photograph hy aullmr). 268 

Figure 4.115 FDR and Ekanor Roosevdt's grave monument, 1997. 268 
(photograph by author). 

Figure 4.116 Fence located near thl! southl!rn walkway, April 12, 1946. 269 

Figure 4.117 Deer fi.!m:e lrn.:atcd within thl! hemlock hedge. 1997. (photograph 

(Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Px 53-227 (707)). 

270 
hy author). 

Figure 4.118 Deer fence !!ates at south the entrance to thl! rose l!arden. 1997. 271 

Figure 4.119 Deer fence !!ates at the west en trance to the rose l!arden, 1997. 

(photograph'°by author). -

271 

Figure 4.120 Informational sign within the hemlock hedge, garden walkways, 

(photograph-by author). -

272 

Figure 4.121 Spatial organization of the vegetable garden subspace. (K. Baker 

and fence, 1997. (photograph hy author). 

and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF. 1998, based on the 1994 HPI 273 

Figure 4.122 Gardener's cottage, north and east elevations, 1997. ( photograph 

map). 

274 

Figure 4.123 Large ice house, south and west elevations, 1997. (photograph hy 

hy author). 

275 

Figure 4.124 Gardener's garage, north and east elevations, 1997. (photograph 

auth_or). 

275 
by author). 

XXV 



List of Illustrntions 

Figure 4.125 

Figure 4.126 

Figure 4.127 

Figure 4.128 

Figun.! 4.129 

Figure 4.130 

Figure -L 13 I 

Figure 4.132 

Figure 4.133 

Figure 4.134 

Figure 4.135 

Figure 4.136 

Figure 4.137 

Figure 4.138 

Figure 4.139 

Figure 4.140 

Figure 4.141 

Figure 4.142 

Ticket booth (right hand side) and card stand (left), north 
elevations, c. 1948. (The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS, 276 
neg. series 430-432). 

Ticket booth (right) and card stand (left), c. 1948. (The Home of 277 
Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS, neg. series 430-432). 

Enlarged ticket booth and visitors parking area, cast elevation, 277 
May 30, I965. (Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, NPx 65-780 (6)). 

Ticket booth, north and cast elevations, phone booth, trash 278 
receptacle, and infonnation sign, 1997. (photograph by author). 

Card stand, cast elevation, c. 1948. (The Home of Franklin D. 279 
Roosevelt NHS, neg. series 430-432). 

Firc hose structure, cast clevation, c. 1948. (The Home of 279 
Franklin D. Roosi.:vclt NHS photograph collection). 

Fire hose structure. south and east elevations, I997. ( photograph 280 
by author). 

Hot bed located in the small vegetahlc garden. 1997. ( photograph 281 
by author). 

Water faucct lm:atcd in the small vegl.!lahle garden, I997. 282 
(photograph by author). 

Trees within the small vegetahle gardcn. view looking east, 1997. 282 
(photograph hy author). 

Trees within thc small vegetable garden, view looking west. 1997. 283 
( photograph hy author). - - -

Norway spruce trees, 1997. (photograph by author). 284 

Hemlock hedge lrn.:ated between the parking lot and the site the of 284 
small vcgetahle gardcn, l997. (photograph by author). 

Hemlock trees and sculpture located west of the parking lot, 1997. 285 
(photograph by author). 

Estate road, view looking south, 1997. (photograph by author). 286 

Construction of the visitors parking area, sculpture pictured, 1948. 287 
(The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS, neg.# R-399). 

Construction of the visitors parking area, 1948. (The Home of 287 
Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS, neg. series R- 373-391). 

Construction of the visitors parking area, 1948. (The Home of 288 
Franklin D. Roosevclt NHS, neg. series R- 373-391 ). 

xxvi 



List of Illustrations 

Figure 4.143 

Figure 4.144 

Figure 4.145 

Figure 4.146 

Figure 4.147 

Figure 4.148 

Figure 4.149 

Figure 4.150 

Figure 4.15 1 

Figure 4.152 

Figure 4.15 3 

Figure 4. 154 

Figure 4.155 

Figure 4.156 

Figure 4.157 

Figure 4.158 

Figure 4.159 

Figure 4.160 

Figure 4.161 

Construction of the visitors parking area, 1948. (The Home of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS, neg. series R- 373-391). 

Visitors parking area, view looking east, 1997. (photograph by 
author). 

Visitors parking area, view looking west, 1997. (photograph hy 
author). 

Visitors parking area, view looking north, 1997. (photograph hy 
author). 

Flagstone walkway in visitor parking area, 1997. (photograph by 
author). 

Interpretive sign on the Eleanor Roosevelt National Historic Site, 
1998. (photograph hy author). 

Interpretive sign or the Hyde Park Trail System, 1997. 
(photograph hy author). 

Interpretive sign for the Rooscvdt Woods Trail, 1997. 
(photograph hy author). 

Bem;h and trash receptade located south or thl! ticket hooth, 1997. 
(photograph hy author). 

Picnic tables located in grassy area he tween parking lots. 1997. 
(photograph hy author). 

Spatial organization or the lower orchard subspace. (K. Bakl!r and 
G. Dallmann. SUNY CESF. 1998. hased on the 1994 HPI map). 

Lower orchard, view looking southwest. 1997. (photograph hy 
author). 

Lower orchard, view lookine northwest. 1997. (photograph hy 
author). ~ 

Spatial organization or the river wood lot suhspace. (K. Baker and 
G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF. 1998, hascd on thl! 1994 HPI map). 

Masonry furnaci.! house, view looking cast, 1958. (The Homl! of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 

Masonry furnace house, north elevation, 1998. (photograph by 
author). 

Pump house, south elevation, 1998. (photograph by author). 

Old reservoir, 1998 (photograph by author). 

River road, view looking west, 1997. (photograph by author). 

288 

289 

289 

290 

291 

292 

292 

293 

294 

295 

296 

297 

297 

298 

300 

300 

301 

301 

302 

xxvu 



List of Illustrations 

Figure 4.162 Posts from the crash barrier, river road, 1998. (photograph by 303 
author). 

Figure 4.163 Interpretive audio station, 1997. (photogmph by author). 304 

Figure 4.164 Ram house, south elevation, 1998. (photograph by author). 305 

Figure 4.165 Dam, south devation, 1998. (photograph by author). 305 

Figure 4.166 Top of the dam and sluice gate, 1998. (photograph by author). 306 

Figure 4.167 Pond, view looking northeast, 1998. (photograph by author). 307 

Figure 4.168 Rustic bridge located rn:3r the dam, 1997. (photograph by author). 307 

Figure 4. 169 The lower field, i998. (photograph by author). 309 

Figure 4.170 Spatial organization of the duplex compound subspace. (K. Baker 
and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 1998, based on the I994 HPI 310 
map). 

Figure 4.171 South devation of the duplex. 1998. (photograph by author). 311 

PERIOD PLANS 
(located at the end of corresponding chapter) 

Historic Core: Early Property Ownership Pl.!riod ( 1697-1867) 33A 

Historic Core: Early Roosevelt Ownership Period (1867-1900) 85A 

Historic Core: Late Roosevelt Ownership Period ( 1900-1945) 177A 

Historic Core: National Park Service Ownership Period ( 1945- Existing 312A 
Conditions) 

xxviii 



INTRODUCTION 

The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Site was the home of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt (FDR), 32nd President of the United States, and is: 

... the only place in the United States where a President was born, grew to 
manhood and lies buries. It bears the stamp of his remarkable personality in 
boundless ways. both physical and intangible. 1 

The property was first purchased by FDR's father. James Roosevelt, in I 867. James 
Roosevelt instilled in his son a love for the Hudson River, the estate, and surrounding 
landscape. The features that captivated FDR- the house, formal garden, orchard, specimen 
trees, and commanding view of the Hudson River and Shawangunk Mountains- still remain 
for all to see. 

Near the end of his life, FDR donated two parcels of land to the United States 
Government. The first parcel of 16.31 acres was donated in 1939 to the National Archives and 
Records Service, General Service Administration as the site of FDR's presidential library. The 
second parcel included 33.23 acres of FDR's 1614.16-acre estate and was donated in 1943 to 
the National Park Service (NPS). The NPS officially took over ownership in November of 
1945, six months after FDR's death. This acreage included 'Springwood,' the main house, 
outbuildings, rose and vegetable gardens, orchards, and fields. The NPS has expanded the 
site to 2 l 6.64 acres of FDR's original 1614.16 acres during their ownership. Some 76.20 
acres of the Bellefield property directly north of the Home of FDR were also acquired by the 
NPS. 

The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Site (NHS) is in the town of 
Hyde Park. New York, 6 miles north of Poughkeepsie. It is 80 miles north of New York City 
and 70 miles south of the New York State Capital city of Albany (figure 0.1). The site is 
located on a bluff along the east side of the Hudson River and to the west of NYS Route 9 
(Albany Post Road) (figure 0.2). 
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Figure 0.1: Context map: Alhany. Nt!w York City, and Hydt! Park. Nt!w York. 
(K. Baker. SUNY CESF. 1998). 
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Figure 0.2: Location map: Hyde Park. New York and the Home of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt National Historic Site. (K. Baker, SUNY CESF. 1998). 
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Purpose of Cultural Landscape Report 

A Cultural Landscape Report (CLR) is a comprehensive document that traces the 
history of a property and evaluates the existing condition of the property's attributes relative to 
their historic character. A CLR is a valuable tool in guiding park management decisions about 
treatment and use of a site; in establishing a preservation philosophy based on research, 
inventory, documentation, and analysis; and in providing information on the historic 
development, significance, and existing character of a landscape to enhance interpretation and 
maintenance of a historic property. 2 

The goal of this CLR is to identify the historic characteristics of the cultural landscape at 
the Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS and provide the site with a comprehensive document 
to guide future projects. This CLR consists of three sections. The first section. Site History 
(Chapter's I-III), document,; the evolution of the landscape and its character-defining features 
through a series of ownership periods that arc important to the site. The second section, 
Existin~ Conditions (Chapter IV), documenL-; the current conditions of the site and inventories 
the character-defining features of the landscape. Tht.: third section, Site Analysis (Chapter V), 
summarizt.:s the historic condition and existing condition and evaluates each character-defining 
feature's contribution to the historic char..u.:ter during the period of significance. 

Methodology 

A thorough investigation of repositories and archives was conducted to understand and 
compile all pertinent information rdatl.!d to the sitt! history. Extt!nsivt! archival research was 
conducted at the Franklin D. Romevelt Library and Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS. 
Primary sources examined im.:ludt!d dia1ies by Rebecca and Sara Rnost:velt; correspondences 
by James, Sara, and Franklin Ronsl.!vdt; historic photographs; day books; at!rial photographs 
(set! Appendix A); and historic maps. Oral interviews with Curtis Roosl.!vdt, ddt:st grandson 
of FDR, and site personnel were conducted to gain more information on the history of tht! site 
(see Appendix B ). Secondary sources. including published books and articks regarding FDR, 
were also examined. 

Published and unpublished reports completed hy the National Park Service were also 
reviewed for this document. Reports such as historil: structure reports, master plans, 
archeological surveys, and history of the property and Roosevelt family were valuable sources 
of information (see Appendix C). 

The archival research for this report included three levels of investigation: exhaustive, 
thorough, and limited (see Appendix D). The Late Roosevelt Ownership Period was 
investigated exhaustively, the Early Roosevelt Ownership Period investigated thoroughly, and 
the Early Property Ownership investigated on a limited basis. 

For the report to be effective, it presents a consistent narrative of the major elements in 
the evolution of the cultural landscape from one chapter to the next. These elements, referred 
to as character-defining features, were used to guide the report's organization.3 Character
defining features discussed in one chapter are not discussed in subsequent chapters unless 
information regarding that feature was found. The following are the character-defining features 
to be discussed in this report: 
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Landscape Context- a description of the most immediate physical and visual 
context for the historic landscape (property boundaries, adjacent property, land 
use. etc.). 

Natural Systems and Features- the natural aspects of the landscape often. during 
the process of manipulating the landscape, have a direct dfect on the resultant 
form. Diflcn!nt from the natural context of the "Environment" section, "Natural 
Systems and Features' pertains to aspects or the historical landscape that are on the 
site or directly adjacent to it. The following natural aspects may he relevant to the 
historic landscape: 

Physiocraphy- the large scale physical forms and patterns or the 
landscape (hills, valleys, plateaus. ravines, and drumlins, etc.). 
Geology- the history and physical natures of the surticial characteristics 
of the landscape (soils, rocks, structures. etc.). 

Hydrology- the cycles and distribution or surface water and subsurface 
water of the historic landscape (aquikrs. drainage panerns. water bodies. 
water tables. etc.). 

Fcoloi;y- the relationship of living organisms and their environment in 
the landscape (plant associations. wildlife habitat. etc.). 

Climate- the prevailing weather conditions or the landscape (precipitation. 
sun. temperature. wind. etc.). 

Spatjal Qnrnnizatjon- the structure or order or the historic landscape; the three 
dimensional organization of physical and visual associations. The organization of 
clements creating the basl!. vertical, and overhead plane dl!line and create spaces. 
The functional and visual rdationship between these spaces is integral to the 
character of the historic landscape (open space. cnclosel! space. corridor space. 
etc.). Views and vistas arc indudcd in this catcgory as an clement of the spatial 
organization of this rl.!port. 

Vkws and Vistas- thl.! katun.:s that create or allow a view (natural. 
uncontrollt!d) or a v. Aa (a comrolkd. dcsigncd fcature). The views or 
vistas may he to or from the historic landscape <panoramic vil.!w. borrowed 
view or vista. etc.). 

Topography- the inextractablc framt!work or the landscape; the thrce 
dimensional configuration of the earth surface characterized by configuration 
(ground slope. configuration of contours. visual forms. etc.) and orientation 
(elevation. solar aspect. etc.) or the landscape. 

Bujldjngs and Structures- the elements built primarily tl)r sheltering any form of 
human activity are buildings (houses. barns. garages. stables. etc.) and the 
functional elements constructed for purposes other than sheltering human activity 
are structurt!s (bridges. windmills, gazebos. silos. dams. t!tc.). Included in this 
category are mechanical and engineering systems. 

Mechanical Systems- the features and material which combine to provide 
utility service to the historic landscape (power lines, hydrants. culverts. 
etc.). 

Site Engineering Systems- the systems and individual features which 
provide a physically stabilizing factor to all or a portion or the historic 
landscape (retaining walls. dikes. ti.iundations. etc.). 
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Vegetation- the individual and associated deciduous or evergreen trees, shrubs. 
vines, ground covers, and herbaceous materials, whether indigenous or 
introduced. A major component of a constantly changing historic landscape 
(specimen tree, hedge. forest, orchard, bosquet, vegetable garden, agricultural 
field, perennial bed. etc.). 
Circulation- the spaces, features and applied material finishes which constitute the 
movement systems of the historic landscape (paths, walks, plazas, squares, roads, 
parking facilities, etc.). 

Water Features- the built features and elements which utilize water to create 
thematic or aesthetic elements within the historic landscape (fountains, pools. 
ponds, lakes, cascades, canals. streams. etc.). 

Furnishin2s and Objects- the elements which provide detail and diversity while 
addressing functional needs and aesthetic concerns in the historic landscape 
(fences. benches. urns. flagpoles. sculptures, markers. monuments, signs, etc.).4 

The scope of the project was adjusted to limit the amount of research conducted for 
certain features because of previous documentation or lack of time, therefore, the Early 
Property Ownership Period contains a limited amount of information. A discussion of the 
Natural Systems and Featun.!s on the site will not be included in any of the ownership periods. 
Since three thoroughly researched reports on Springwood, the greenhouse, and the 
outbuildings on the site exist, those features are discussed only briefly in this report. For a 
detailed discussion of the buildings on the site, refer to the following National Park Service 
documents: Historic Structures Report, Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt, Architectural Data 
Section, Roosevelt-Vanderbilt Sites, Hyde Park. New York; Historic Structures Report: 
Greenhouse ( HS 11 ), Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Site, Hyde Park, New 
York, DRAFT; and Outbuildings, Historic Structures Report, Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
National Historic Site, Hyde Park, New York, DRAFf.5 

This report focuses on the original 33.23-acre site donated by FDR. Although the 
16.31 acres of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library are not under National Park Service 
jurisdiction, the character-defining features are an integral part of the Home of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt NHS and are included in the report at the request of site. Features within the area 
between the western boundary of the 33 acres and the Hudson River are discussed, but do not 
include an investigation of the natural resources or plantations. The lands located east of 
Albany Post Road that contained farming and the majority of the estate's forestry operations are 
not discussed. 

The presentation of changes in the landscape are organized into three main sections 
based on the spatial organization of the site. Each space was further divided into subspaces. 
The character-defining fealures are discussed under the appropriate subspace. While some of 
the subspace names were used historically, many were created for this report. The spaces and 
subspaces are: 

ENTRY SPACE - This section provides detailed information on the character-defining 
features within the fields and entrance road located east of the house, and includes: the 
North Avenue Lot Subspace, Home Road Subspace, and South A venue Lot 
Subspace (figure 0.3). 
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HOUSE LOT SPACE - This section provides detailed information on the character
defining features surrounding Springwood, and include: the Main Lawn Subspace, 
Service Area Subspace. Rose Garden Subspace, and Vegetable Garden 
Subspace (see figure 0.3). 

WOODLAND SPACE - This section provides detailed information on the character
defining features located west of Springwood, and include: the Paddock Lot/Lower 
Orchard Subspace, River Wood Lot Subspace, Pond/Dam Subspace, Lower 
Field Subspace, Duplex Compound Subspace, and Plantation Subspaces. 

ENTRY SPACEHOUSE LOT 
· SPACE':·::~~ 

Service 
Area 
Subsp 

Duplex 
Compound 
Subspare 

Paddock 
Lot/Lower 
Orchard 

Vegetable 
~r.-OCG---J 1 r Subspace bl 

I 

Subspace 

Figure 0.3: Diagram of spaces and subspaces of the Home of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt NHS. (K. Baker and G. Dallmann. SUNY CESF. 1998. based on the 
1946 USGS map). 
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Organization of Report 

Based on the history of the property, four stewardship periods were identified for this 
Cultur.il Landscape Report. These were organized into individual chapters: 

I. EARLY PROPERTY OWNERSHIP ( 1697-1867) 

II. EARLY ROOSEVELT OWNERSHIP ( 1867-1900) 

III. LATE ROOSEVELT O~ER:mIP ( 1900-1945) 

lV. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE OWNERSHIP ( 1945-EXISTING CONDITIONS) 

Each of the ownership periods begins with a historic overview and narrative about the 
general history of the property. This narrative indudes important events that occurred on tht! 
property, as well as the evolution of the surrounding an.:as that affected or influenced the 
development of the property. Following the overview is an in-depth description of the changes 
made to character-defining featun.:s of the property. Photographs, diagrams, and maps are 
included to support the text. A period plan, which graphically documents the central .33 acres 
of the property, is located at the end of each chapter to illustrate the infollllation presented in the 
corresponding narrative. The 1867, 1900, and 1945 period plans were created using the l 946 
United States Geological Survey map hy eliminating or adding features that wen.: present 
during the appropriate ownership period. The existing conditions map was created from the 
1994 Historic Plant Inventory map produced by the Olmsted Center for Landscape 
Preservation. 

The last chapter of the CLR includes a site analysis with three sections: a review of the 
statement of significance for the Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Site, 
National Register of Historic Places Nomination Follll; a comparison of the landscape features 
during tht! pt!riod of significance and existing conditions: and an evaluation of the site's 
integrity. 

Historical Overview 

Well ht!fore FDR was horn, tht! land wht!rt! the homt! of FDR National Historic Site is 
located was first claimt!d and dividt!d up in 1697 by mt!n known as tht! Grt!at Nine Partners; 
thus tht! land was known as the Grt!at Nine Partners Patent Land Grant. A section of this land 
grant, which fronted the Hudson River, was divided into nine water lots to give the nine 
partners equal access to the river. 

Water Lot Six (the location of the Home of FDR) was first purchased in 1699 by 
William Creed, a wealthy merchant from New York City. From 1699 until 1845 the land was 
divided and sold numerous times. For much of that time, the property was owned by 
businessmen living in New York City who had tt!nants work the land for their profit, or simply 
rented the land. Over those years a houst! and entrance drive, lined with trees, wert! 
constructed on the property. 
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In 1845 Josiah Whcdcr purchased the property and for the first time, the land was used 
by the owner as a seasonal residence. The Wheelers made the estate their home from 1845 to 
1867. During those 22 years, they made many lasting contributions to the property, including 
installing a hedge garden, constructing many outbuildings, and creating a trotting course. 

In 1867, Josiah Whcekr sold the property to a man he knew socially, James Roosevdt. 
The Roosevelt family had a long connection with the Hudson River Valley and Hyde Park 
area. It was James' great, great, great, great-grandfather, Claes Martenszen van Rosenvelt, 
who was first associated with the area. His son, Nicholas Roosevelt (1658-1742) had three 
sons, Johannes, Nicholas Jr.• and Jacobus. Johannes (1689-?) made Long Island his home, 
establishing the Oyster Bay branch of the Roosevdt family (figure 0.4). Theodore Roosevelt 
Jr., 26th President of the United States, and his niece Eleanor Roosevelt were descendants of 
this branch of the Roosevelt family. The youngest brother Jacobus ( 1692-1776) made the 
Hudson River Valley area his home (sec figure 0.4), establishing the Hyde Park branch of the 
Roosevelt family from which James Roosevelt was descended. 
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Figure 0.4: Roosevelt family genealogy. (K. Baker. SUNY CESF. 1998. based 
on Graham and Wander. Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt Library). 
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In 1867 James Roosevelt purchased the property from the Wheelers and lived there 
with his family until his death in 1900. The Hyde Park estate was also home to his first wife, 
Rebecca Howland, and son James. After Rebecca died in 1876, James remarried Sara Delano 
in 1880. They had one child, Franklin D. Roosevelt, in 1882. James Roosevelt was 
responsible for making lasting contributions to the property, including acquiring adjacent lands 
and expanding the estate, constructing a number of outbuildings, creating a dam and pond for 
water to the estate and ice in the winter, and installing an extensive vegetable garden. This 
estate was the only home FDR knew, and it was obviously one of his great loves. As a boy he 
spent a great deal of time sailing on the river and exploring the woods. 

Upon James' death in 1900, the property was passed on to his wife Sara and FDR. 
Because the estate was so special to FDR, he made sure his children spent as much time as they 
could with their grandmother on the Hudson River. FDR further expanded the size of the 
estate and established a forestry program on the property. 

The house, Springwood, served as campaign headquarters when FDR entered politics 
in 1910. He served in public office almost continuously from 1911 until he died in 1945, and 
was the only person to he elected to four terms as President of the United States. It was to this 
home that FDR would return as a resting place during his struggle with polio and while in 
office. Springwood was FDR's 'Summer White House,' and a stopover for a great many 
guests, including Winston Churchill, and King George VI and his wife, Queen Elizabeth, the 
Queen Mother, of England. 

In 1943 FDR made his wishes about the future of the estate known when he drafted a 
deed to give a portion of the property to the United States of America as a National Historic 
Site. The deed to the 33.23-acre historic core stated that the site " ... shall he maintained ... in a 
condition as nearly as possible approximating the condition of the residence prevailing at the 
expiration of the life estate of Franklin D. Roost!velt... "6 On April 12, 1945, FDR died in 
Warm Springs, Georgia. He was laid to rest within the rose garden he adored on April 15, 
1945. FDR's contributions to the property included constructing a Presidential Library and 
various outbuildings, and implementing an extensive forestry and conservation program. 

In November 1945 the National Park Service took over the site and remains its owner 
today. The primary goal of the Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Site, 
according to the 1978 Statement of Management is: 

(a) to memorialize President Franklin D. Roosevelt and preserve his memory for 
future generations; 
(b) to interpret tht! home lift! of the President and his family; and 
(c) to illustrate a facet of man's rt!lationship with his environrnt!nt through the 
President's forestry and conservation ideas and practices.7 

The NPS is responsible for changes to the property, the majority established to 
facilitate visitor use, including parking facilities. ticket booth, and informational signage. The 
National Park Service continues to replace historic vegetation that was lost over the years, and 
maintains Springwood, outbuildings. and rose garden as they were in 1945. 
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I. EARLY PROPERTY OWNERSHIP (1697-1867) 

Hyde Park has one feature not ojien to be found in this country, namely good 
roads and plenry of shade. For a distance of ten miles there is a road ... lined 
with tall maples, now, just turning crimson, which afford ample shade even 
from the noon-day sun, and makes travel a delight instead ofa bore. 

- Visitor to Hyde Park 

Before Roosevelt family ownership, the estate had a substantial history and many 
owners. The propeny was part of a land grant known as the Great Nine Panners Patent, and 
specifically was a smaller division within this land grant known as Water Lot Six. Many 
features from the pre-Roosevelt ownership still exist today. Since extensive documentation 
already exists, this narrative of the t:state's pre-Roosevelt history is brief and does not include a 
description of the t:ntire acreage of Water Lot Six. 

The Hudson River Valley 

Wdl before the Roosevelts or any Europeans came to this region, the area of the 
Springwood estate was settled by Native Americans. An archeological survey conducted at the 
Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Site in 1973 notes that this area (east of 
where the FDR Library is located) was traditionally believed to have been an Indian com field. 1 

Franklin D. Roosevelt himself recalled that" ... the fields in front of my house and Mrs. James 
R. Roosevelt's house prove that an Indian t.!ncampment existed here ... a good many 
arrowheads have been found in plowing. "2 In addition, "Indian bone needles" were also 
found on the property.3 According to a 1977 archeological survey of the grounds at the 
Roosevelt Home, Native American artifacts were found on the property around and south of an 
old foundation close to the Hudson River.4 The story of the Native American influence on the 
property was one FDR would recount throughout his adult life. In a 1931 article for the book 
Gardens ofColony and State, he wrote" ... these br0ad fields were cultivated by the Wappinger 
tribe oflndians before the white man came ... _"5 

The recorded history of this property seems to have begun in the late seventeenth 
century. On May 27, 1697, Benjamin Fletcher, Governor of the Colony of New York (acting 
in the name of King William III of England), created a colonial patent land grant for a 
partnership of nine men, headed by Colonel Caleb Heathcote. The other partners included 
Major Augustine Graham. James Emott, Lt. Col. Henry Filkins, David Jamison, Hendryck 
TenEyck, John Aaretson, William Creed, and James Marshall.6 The patent land grant, located 
just north of present day Poughkeepsie, was bounded on the west by the Hudson River and on 
the east by the historic New York-Connecticut state line (figure 1.1).7 It included slightly more 
than 140,000 acres. The parcel had a river frontage extending six miles north and south along 
the Hudson River and widening rapidly eastward, so the majority of the patent was 
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approximately thirteen miles wide hetween it-; northern and southern houndaries, and fourteen 
miles wide hetween the river and its east houndary.11 • 
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Figure 1.1: Map of the Nine Partner's Patent and other patents of land in 
Dutchess County. together with present town lines. (Eighteenth-Century 
Documents of The Nine Partners Patent. Franklin D. Roosevelt Library). 
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Chapter I: Early Property Ownership Period 1697-1867 

The partnership was originally called Heathcote and Company, as Colonel Heathcote 
was one of the most influential men in the colony, and this patent land grant was one of several 
Governor Fletcher had made to him. Puhlic outcry over this excessive distribution of land to 
one man caused Heathcote to relinquish and sell some of his grants, this heing one of those 
sold in 1697.9 After Heathcote's withdrawal from the company, the other partners hegan to 
refer to themselves, and the grant itself, as the Great Nine Partners. The intent of the Great 
Nine Partners was speculative land sale, and selling producL'i such as lumber and furs that were 
shipped to market in New York City via the Hudson River. 10 Income derived from the land 
was available to all partners equally. The land may have heen rented to others who did the 
hunting/trapping and cutting of timber, hut research for this document did not indicate what this 
arrangement was. 

On May 8, 1699, the tract was first divided into 36 principal lots as well as 9 lots along 
the Hudson River (numbered from south to north) to ensure each partner equal access to the 
ri ver. 11 This was known as the First Division of the Great Nine Partners Patent. 12 Each of 
lht: 9 water lots measured 660 yards wide along the Hudson River, four-and-a-half miles 
eastward, and consisted of approximately 1,0()() acres. Varying topography and 'kills' (Dutch 
word for a stream or creek) defined the land. 

The Nine Water Lots were ownt!d by: Ht!ndryck TenEyck (1 ), Lt. Col. Ht!nry Filkins 
(2). Major Augustine Graham (3), Jamt!s Emmot (4), John At!rtson (5), William Cn:ed (6), 
David Jamison (7), CaleiJ Ht!athcote (8), and Jarvis Marshall (9) (figure 1.2). 13 William 
Creed, a prosperous landowner and speculator from Jamaica, Long Island, drew the straw for 
Water Lot Six, which would hecnme the location of the Springwood estate, but did not develop 
the land during his lifetime. 14 
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Around 1700 the earliest Europeans hegan to settle in this area, including Jacobus 
Stoughtenhurg and his family. Although it is unknown what role he played in its development, 
the village that would hecome Hyde Park was known as "Stoughtenburg" for years.15 

Throughout this period the major transportation route in this region was the Hudson 
R:ver. However in 1703 an act established a "highway" from New York City to Albany on the 
cast hank of the river, and the act specified that the highway be four rods (66 feet) wide. 16 The 
highway, known as the New York and Albany Post Road, transversed Water Lot Six (figure 
1.3). At one time (date unknown), this road was known as "Highland Turnpike," hut the 
origin of this name is unknown. The Abstract of Title suggests the name may have originated 
from a road company known as "Highland Turnpike Company" (date unknown), that may 
have either laid out the road or operated a transportation facility along it, although this is 
unconfirrned. 17 In spite of the highway, for most of the eighteenth century the river continued 
to be the major transportation route for people and goods, and the New York and Albany Post 
Road was not much more than a path . 
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+--- :VlanlJC Kill 

~ 
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Map and Boundaries 
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Figure 1.3: Diagram of Water Lot Six. (K. Baker. SUNY CESF. 1998). 

The name "Hyde Park" was first used in March 1735 in the New York Gazette in 
reference to an estate located north of the Great Nine Partners land grant 18 In spite of the land 
speculation and e.!fly ownership of the colonial patent land grant, a permanent residential 
settlement in this area did not begin until the 1740s. The area of Hyde Park was formerly 
included in the town of Clinton. 
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A large portion of the early settlers to the region were of Dutch origin and engaged in 
mixed farming of grain. Ii vestock, vegetables, and orchard crops. 19 The assessed value of 
Hyde Park land increased tenfold in the 30 years between 1740 and 1770.20 Wheat was 
grown in abundance, and in the late 1700s four grist mills (flour mills) were built along Crum 
Elbow Creek, which ran through the area to the north of Water Lot Six. By 1795 the village, 
while still a part of the town of Clinton, became unofficially known as Hyde Park, in 
recognition of the estate named after the royal governor of New York, Edward Hyde. 21 

Stagecoach travel on the New York and Albany Post Road began to affect the 
community of Hyde Park at the beginning of the 1800s.22 Because Hyde Park was halfway 
between New York City and Albany. stagecoaches would stay the night in Hyde Park, creating 
a thriving hotel business in town. The Hyde Park Post Office was established in 1812, and the 
village was described as a " ... pleasant, tlourishing" community, with ".. .40 houses, a 
handsome new church and some other buildings."23 In 1821 the township of Hyde Park was 
formally established with a population of 2,300. 

Throughout the 1830s Hyde Park was the site of a thriving shipyard, one of the most 
important along the Hudson River. One ship from this yard, in particular, the Novelty, helped 
to revolutionize steamhoating on the Hudson River. 24 

In 1850 a new form of transportation was introduced to the region when the Hudson 
Valley Railroad was constructed along the rivt!r, connecting Hydt! Park to the rt!st of tht! state 
of New York and the country. After the Hudson River Railroad was established, Hyde Park 
and the lower Hudson Valley emerged as a major producer of ice for New York City. With 
this production came the rise of other industries, such as ice tool and sawdust companies 
(discussed in Early Roosevelt Ownership Period). 25 In addition, in the mid- l 800s wealthy 
families from New York bought large tracts of river-front land along the Hudson River for 
new, luxurious estates. This trend not only changed the town's physical appearance, hut also 
provided local people with additional t!mployment opportunities. 

Development of Water Lot Six 

Throughout the development of Hyde Park, the Great Nint! Partners Palt!nt, particularly 
Water Lot Six, was also undergoing changes. 

Water Lot Six was owned by William Creed from 1699 until his death in 1717, when it 
was divided in two sections for his grandsons, Augustine Creed taking the north half and 
William Creed taking the southern portion (figure 1.4). William did nothing to his property, 
and in 1733 sold it to Theodorus and Cornelius Van Wyck (see figure 1.4).26 The entire patent 
land changed hands so many times between 1699 and 1730 that in 1734 a meeting was held in 
New York City of all people claiming title to any land in the Patt!nt At this meeting, the claims 
were adjusted and a Deed of Partition was signed by all mt!mbers in the partnership; it was then 
that the Van Wycks exchanged their southern portion of Water Lot Six with John Everson for 
land he owned elsewhere in the patent (see figure 1.4).27 
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Figure 1.4: Changing ownership of Water Lot Six. 1697-1799. (K. Baker. 
SUNY CESF. 1998). 

In 1772 John Everson died and left the property to his widow, Elza Ray Everson. 
Twenty-one years later, in 1793, wishing to liquidate her estate, she sold her half of Water Lot 
Six to her nephews, Cornelius and John Ray (see figure 1.4). The development of the Water 
Lot Six property was believed to have began in the 1790s during the ownership of the 
Everson/Rays. The entrance road. which ran from Albany Post Road to the house, was 
created in c. 1790s and lined with an allee of trees in 1793.28 Like many homes in the Hudson 
River Valley, the house was located at the top of a steep bluff overlooking the Hudson River. 
The exact date the house was constructed is not known, although it may have existed as early 
as 1793. The original house was thought to have been a Federal-style farmhouse. 29 The 
building was rectangular, 46 feet long (N/S) by 39 feet wide (E/W), two-and-one-half stories. 
and may have been sided with clapboard.30 
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Despite evidence of a house and outhuildings from the 1793 deed and maps (figure 1.5 
and figure 1.6), it seems neither Mrs. Everson nor the Rays lived on the property, but rented 
the land and remained absentee landlords from New York City.31 Cornelius Ray was a leading 
mercantile and financial figure of New York City from 1790 to 1827, and John Ray was a 
moderately successful merchant and trader in the city.32 

Figure 1.5: Map or Everson/Ray Estate, 1793. (Deed Book No. 12, pp. 134-
135, January 17, 1793. The Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 
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Figure 1.6: Map of Everson/Ray Estate, I 793. (Deed Book No. 12, pp. I 34-
135, January 17. 1793. The Horne of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 

In 1799 Cornelius Ray divided the southern portion of Water Lot Six into two parcels 
(bounded by the Hudson River on the west and Maritje Kill to the east) and sold both portions 
(figure 1.7). It is unclear if the Rays kept the land from Maritje Kill to the east. or sold that 
land as well. In any case. the 7 6 acres of the south half of the southern portion of Lot Six were 
sold to Mrs. Anne Crooke Barber. who also the owned Water Lot Five to the south (see figure 
1.7).33 The 80-acre north half of the southern portion of Water Lot Six was sold to John 
Johnston on the same day in 1799. Johnston, a lawyer who later became the presiding judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas of Dutchess County, already owned and had built his home. 
Bellefi.eld on the 175-acre northern portion of Water Lot Six. which he purchased in 1795.34 

Mrs. Barber sold the south half of the southern portion of the property to Captain Richard 
Whiley in 1810 (see figure 1.7).35 Within a year, Whiley sold the land to John Johnston. 
which gave Johnston ownership of the entire Water Lot Six from the Hudson River to Maritje 
Kill (see figure I.7). 36 Most likely it was then that the property became known as the 
Bellefield farm. 
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Figure 1.7: Changing ownership of Water Lot Six, 1799-1845. (K. Baker, 
SUNY CESF, 1998). 
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In 1820 John Johnston divided and sold off the 76-acre southern portion of Water Lot 
Six to Henry Cruger. A second sale in 1820, to William Henderson, consisted of the 80-acre 
north half of the southern portion of Water lot Six, as well as the northern portion of Water Lot 
Six, including Belle field, for a total of 252 acres ( sec figure 1.7).37 In 1823 Henderson 
purchased the 76-acre southern portion from Cruger, and Water Lot Six was once again under 
one ownership (see figure 1.7). 

Ephraim Holbrook, a retired New York City merchant, purchased all of Water Lot Six 
from the Hudson River to Maritje Kill from William Henderson in 1826, and later acquired 153 
acres of land to the north on Water Lot Seven to increase his land holdings to 405 acres (sec 
figure 1.7).38 The Holbrooks were full-time residents on the farm and active in local affairs. 
Holbrook served as a vestryman for the church, was a member of Hyde Park's town board of 
tax assessors, and was an overseer for maintaining the New York and Albany Post Road from 
the Poughkeepsie town line north to the village of Hyde Park. 39 

Seventeen years later, in 1843, James Boorman, a very successful businessman and 
one of the leaders in the organization of the Hudson River Railroad, purchased the 405 acres 
from Ephraim Holbrook, including the Bellefield farm (see figure 1.7).40 In 1845 Boorman 
sold 94 acres (including the 76-acre southern section plus 18 acres from the northern halt) of 
Water Lot 6 and the house attributed to the Eversons/Rays, to his son-in-law, Josiah Wheeler, 
for $1 (sec figure I. 7). 

Changes made to the southern portion of Water Lot Six (1845-
1867) 

During the Wheeler Ownership Period there were additions to the property that seem to 
indicate the estate was taking a new form, changing from a tenant farm to a seasonal home. 
The Wheelers established their mark on the property with changes to the house, the 
~onstruction of new outbuildings, and additions to the landscape. 

Landscape Context 
The land directly north and south of Water Lot Six was under changing ownership 

during the Wheelers' occupancy of Water Lot Six. Boorman owned the northern portion of 
Water Lot Six, including Bellefield, and additional acreage of Water Lot Seven until his death 
in 1866. After his death, his daughter, Mary Boorman (Josiah Wheeler's wife), sold 131 
acres of the north half of Water Lot Six to Francis U. Johnston (grandson of John Johnston, 
who had once owned the entire Water Lot Six and built the house Bellefield).41 It is unclear if 
Josiah Wheeler increased the size of his estate, acquiring additional acreage from the Boorman 
property at the time of his father-in-law's death in 1866. At some point the Wheelers must 
have expanded their estate to 110 acres, the acreage of land later sold to James Roosevelt 42 

The Wheelers also had neighbors to the south, on Water Lot Five. Water Lot Five was 
divided early on, date unknown, into a western and eastern portion. In 1840 Dudley and Mary 
Fuller of New York City purchased the western portion of Water Lot Five, which they owned 
until 1852, when they sold it to Dorothea A. Langdon of New York City.43 Two years later, 
in 1854, Ms. Langdon sold the Water Lot Five estate to her daughter, Sarah Boreel, wife of 
James Boreel, for $1.44 
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Topoi;raphy 
The acreage of this site consisted of three major topographical zones: a relatively flat 

plateau ext.ending from the Albany Post Road west for approximately lS(X) feet to a north/south 
running ridge; the ridge slope; and the land extending from the bottom of the ridge to the 
Hudson River (figure l.8).45 

Springwood was located along the western edge of the plateau at the ridge line 
overlooking the Hudson River to the west. The top of this ridge line was approximately 180 
feet above sea level and extended north and south for many miles along the eastern side of the 
Hudson River. The land sloped downward from this ridge line and the land between river and 
high plateau consisted of rough terrain with rocky ridges and deep ravines running parallel to 
the river. The highest elevation of the property was at the entrance to the property at the Albany 
Post Road, and the lowest elevation was at the Roosevelt Cove area and along the Hudson 
River shoreline. 

Spnngwood1 

"Hudson River 

Zone Three Zone Two Zone One 

!'lot to Scale 

Figure 1.8: Topography of the Wheekr property. (K. Baker. SUNY CESF. 
1998). 
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Spatial Organization 
The Wheeler property consisted of three spatial divisions. The Entry Space was part 

of the flat upper plateau and located between the Albany Post Road to the cast and the estate 
road to the west (figure 1.9). It was approximately 30 acres in size and square in shape. This 
space was defined to the north by vegetation along the property line, but the definer to the 
south is unknown. Vegetation along the Post Road somewhat limited views to the east. The 
House Lot Space was also located within the upper plateau, between the estate road to the 
east and the top of the north/south ridge line to the west (see figure 1.9). It was approximately 
9.3 acres in size and rectangular in shape. The definer of the space to the north is unknown, 
but it was defined to the south by vegetation along the ridge. The Woodland Space 
consisted of the land from the ridge line to the east and the Hudson River shoreline to the west 
(see figure 1.9). The space was approximately 50.5 acres in size and rectangular in shape. 
The definers of the space to the north and south were not distinguishable because the woodland 
continued onto both properties. Whether this area was farmland, woodland, or a combination 
of both is unknown, but within the woodland were areas of thick vegetation that created a 
dense canopy with no views to the sky or out of the spacl.!. 

ENTRY SPACEHOUSE LOT 
SPACE 

Ri\·cr Vegetable Rose , Wood Lot Garden Garden 

North A,•enue Lot--·· 
,-i 

i "" ·,
Scn·i . 1.. 

Arca -.;.,;i.-,i~Mif~ ._ i ~ ..,.·'
-. ' 

Figure 1.9: Organization of spaces wiutin the Wheder property. (K. Baker and 
G. Dallmann. SUNY CESF. 1998. based on the 1946 USGS map). 
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ENTRY SPACE 

Spatial Orl:anization 
Within the entry space Lhere were three smaller subspaces: Lhe north avenue lot, the 

home road. and the soulh avenue lot (figure 1. 10). The North Avenue Lot Subspace was 
located in the norlhem part of the entry space. The rectangular space was 17 acres and 
approximately 1,200 feet long (E/W) and 640 feet wide (N/S). The space was defined to the 
north by the vegetation along the Boorman property, to the soulh by the tree allee along the 
home road. to the east by trees and a stone wall along the Post Road, and to the west by the 
estate road and vegetable garden subspace. The ground was tlat and consisted of field crops, 
species unknown, and white oak trees that were objects within rather than definers of the 
space. Views out of the space were partially screened to the south and the east across Post 
Road, but open to the sky. 

The second space, the Home Road Subspace, was in approximately the center of 
the entry space (see figure I. 10). The long, narrow rectangular space was 1.5 acres and 
approximately 1,200 feet long (E/W) and 40-60 feet wide (N/S). It was defined to the north 
and south by the trees of the allt!t!, to the cast by tht! Post Road, and to the west by the t!Slatt! 
road. The ground was !lat and consisted of both grass and compactt!d soil. Views out of the 
space were open. 

The Lhird subspace, the South A venue Lot Subspace, was located in the southern 
part of the entry lot (see figurt! I. 10). The rectangular space was 12.5 acres and approximately 
1200 feet long (FlW) by 480 foet wide (N/S). It was defined Lo Lhe north by the tree allee 
along the home road, to the south the definer is unknown, to Lhe east by trees along the and a 
stone wall Post Road, and to the west by Lhe main lawn subspace. A trotting course was 
located in tht! northwest section of the space and formed an internal subspace. The ground was 
t1at and consisted of field crops and white oak trees that were objects within rather than 
definers of the space. The view out of the space was partially screened to the north and the east 
across Post Road, but open to the sky. 
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Figure 1.10: Spatial organization of the Entry Space including subspaces: the 
north avenue lot. home road. and the south avt:nue lot. (K. Baker and G. 
Dallmann. SUNY CESF. 1998. based on the 1946 USGS map). 

North A venue Lot Subspace 
Topoi;raphy 

The topoi;raphy of the north avenue lot was relatively tlat and any changes that may 
have altered the grade are unknown. 

Ve!letation 
Trees included at least three white oak trees (Quercus alba). date unknown. located in 

the northeastern section of the north avenue lot. 
American sycamores (Platanus occidentalis) and maple trees (Acer spp.), date 

unknown, were located in the eastern portion of the north avenue lot along the Post Road (see 
Early Property Ownership period plan).46 The exact location and spacing of these trees is 
unknown. 

Although unconfirmed, field crops were likely planted in the north avenue lot during 
this period. The species of field crops is unknown. 
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Furnishini;s and Ohjects 
A stone wall, date of construction unknown, was located along the Post Road and the 

eastern harder of the north avenue lot, and extended south through the home road and south 
avenue lot subspaces (see Early Property Ownership period plan). The wall was constructed 
of local brown-colored fieldstone. Its exact location and size is unknown. 

A houndary marker was installed hy Josiah Wheeler in 1866. It was located at the 
northeast corner of the north avenue lot and west of the stone wall along Albany Post Road. 
The boundary marker was 1 foot long, 3 to 4 inches wide, and 1 foot high with a slightly 
rounded top. It was constructed of brown-colored fieldstone and was inscribed "JW 1866." 

Home Road Subspace 
Topoi;raphy 

The topography of the home road was rl!lativcly tlat and any changes that may have 
altered the grade arc unknown. 

Y!,!gct.atinn 
The home road al lee was planted inc. 1793 along both sides of the home road.-t7 The 

trl!cs were planted in two, and in some areas, thn.:c rows or randomly planti.:d maple (Acer 
spp.) and white pine (Pi1111.,· srrobus) The undcrstory is unknown. 

Circulation 
The home road, constructed in c. 1790, ran in an cast-west direction from the Post 

Road to the house. The i.:xact alignment and dimensions of this road arc unknown. The 
surfaci.: of the home road was probably compacti.:J soil. 

Furnishings and Ohji.:cts 
A stone wall, date of construction unknown, was located along the Post Road and the 

t.:astt.:m bordt.:r of the home road, and exti.:ndcd north and south through the north and south 
avenut.: lot subspact.:s (see Early Property Ownt.:rship period plan). The wall was constructl!d 
of local brown-colored tiddstom:. Its exact location and size are unknown. 

South A venue Lot Subspace 
Topoi;raphy 

The topoi;raphy. in c. 1850, of the south avenue lot was slightly altered with the 
addition of the trotting courst.:. Because the ground was relatively tlat, this feature only slightly 
altered the grade of the south avenue lot. 

Vei;etation 
~ within the south avenue lot included at least three white oak trees (Quercus alba), 

date unknown, located in the center section of the south avenue lot. 
American sycamores (Platanus occidentalis) and maple trees (Acer spp.). date 

unk.'1own, were located in the eastern portion of the south avenue lot along the Post Road. The 
exact location and spacing of these trees is unknown. 
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Although unconfirmed, field crops were likely planted in the north avenue lol during 
this period. The species of field crops is unknown. 

Circulation 
A trotting course, date unknown, was localed in the south avenue lol field, east of the 

house and south of the entrance road. The exact alignment, dimensions, and material of lhe 
trotting course are unknown (sec Early Property Ownership period plan).48 

Furnishings and Ohjects 
A stone wall, dale unknown, was located along the Posl Road and lhe eastern border of 

the south avenue lol, and extended north through the home road and north avenue lol 
subspaces (see Early Property Ownership period plan). The wall was constructed of local 
brown-colored fieldstone. Its exact location and size are unknown. 

HOUSE LOT SPACE 

Spatial Organization 
Within the house lol space there were four smaller subspaces including: the main lawn, 

the service area, the rose garden, and lhe vegetable garden (figure 1.11 ). The 1Wailz Law11 
Subspace was localed directly west of lhe south avenue lol subspace and included the main 
house. The rectangular space was 2.9 acres and approximately 460 feet long (N/S) by 400 feet 
wide (E/W). It was defined to the north by the hemlock hedge, lo the south by the vegetation 
along the ridge, lo the east by lhe field crops of the south avenut! lot subspace, and to the west 
by lhe plateau ridge line. Within the space were two internal subspaces, the east lawn and 
south lawn. The ground of the east lawn was relatively tlat or slightly undulating and may 
have consisted of gr..1ss and specimen trees that were objects within rather than definers of the 
space. The location and canopy these trees created are unknown. The ground of the south 
lawn was flat and may have consisted of grass. Views out of the space were fairly open to the 
Hudson River to the west and to the sky. 

The Service Area Subspace was located directly north of the main house (see figure 
1.11 ). The roughly rectangular space was .3 acres and approximately 280 feel long (N/S) by 
80 feet wide (E/W). It was defined to the north by the small ice house, to the south by the 
main house, lo the east by lhe service road and hemlock hedge, and lo the west by the shed. 
Within the space were other buildings that formed internal subspaces between them. The 
ground was flat and consisted of both grass and compacted soil, and later gravel. Views out of 
the space were hea vii y screened, but open to the sky. 

The Rose Garden Subspace was located northeast of the main house (see figure 
1.11). The rectangular space was .44 acres and approximately 160 feet long (N/S) by 220 feet 
wide (E/W). It was defined to the north by the hemlock hedge, to the south and east by the 
hemlock hedge, and to the west by the hemlock hedge and greenhouse. The configuration of 
the garden during this period is unknown. Views out of the space were heavily screened, but 
open to the sky. 

The Vegetable Garden Subspace was located northeast of the main house and 
directly north of the rose garden (see figure 1.11). The square space was 3.4 acres and 
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approximately 400 feet long (N/S) by 400 feet wide (E/W). It was defined to the north by the 
a fence along the property boundary line, to the south by the hemlock hedge, to the east by the 
estate road, and to the west by vegetation along the ridge line. Within the space were three 
internal subspaces including the small vegetable garden. large vegetable garden, and orchard. 
The small vegetable garden was located in the southern section of the space. The ground was 
l1at and consisted of fruits and vegetables, exaci species unknown. The large vegetable garden 
was located in the northeastern section of the space. The ground was l1at and plantings 
consisted of fruits and vegetables, exact species unknown. The orchard was located in the 
northwestern section of the space. The ground was l1at and most likely consisted of grass or 
meadow grass and fruit trees that created a regular, enclosed canopy. The views out of the 
space were partially screened, but open to the sky. 
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Figure 1. 11: Spatial organization of the House Lot Space including the 
subspaces: main lawn, service area, rose garden, and vegetable garden. (K. Baker 
and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 1998, based on the 1946 USGS map). 
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Main Lawn Subspace 
Tocoeraphy 

The topocraphy of the main lawn was relatively tlat and any changes that may have 
altered the grade are unknown. 

Buildines 
1be main house known as Brierstone (attrihuted to the Eversons/Rays) (HS 01) was 

enlarged, exact dates unknown. A three-story It:!!ianate tower was constructed on the 
southeast corner of the house (see Early Property Ownership period plan).49 The tower 
addition was sided wilh claphoards, color unknown. It had a pyramidal hipped roof, materials 
unknown. A covered porch or "piazza" was constructed on the east elevation of the house and 
also surrounded the tower to the south. An uncovered veranda was also added on the west 
elevation.50 A two-story service wing on the north end may have been built by the Wheelers, 
but this cannot be verified by existing physical or documentary evidence.51 Brierstone was 
sided with clapboard, the color of the huilding is unknown. It may have been a light color with 
dark trim, as shown in the t!arliest photograph of the house taken in 1881. 

Veeemiion 
Although unconfirmed, grass areas surrounded the house and randomly planted 

specimen trees were located within the east lawn.52 

A section of the Eastern hemlock hedce (Tsuga canadensis) associated with the rose 
garden hedge was planted inc. 1850 by the Whet:lcrs. It extended south into the main lawn 
subspace and was located cast of the service road. Tht: extension was rectangular and 
approximately 60 feet long (N/S), width and height unknown. This hedge may have been 
planted to screen the service area. 

Circulation 
The home mad continued through this space and curved in a southwest direction 

toward the front of lhe house (see Early Propt:rty Ownt!rship period plan). The road terminated 
in a tum-around localed directly east of the house.53 The exact alignment, dimensions, and 
materials of the home road and turn-around are unknown. 

A servjce road may have been established during this period, t!xact date unknown. 
This road branched off from the home road and extended northwest towards the service area 
(see Early Property Ownership period plan). The exact alignment, dimensions, and materials 
of this road are unknown. 

Service Area Subspace 
Tgpocraphy 

The topoi:raphy of the service area was altered during this ownership period with the 
construction of various outbuildings, but the extent of these changes to the grade is unknown. 
The ground was relatively flat. 

Buildin~s 
A laundry (HS 12) was constructed in c. 1850. It was located 15 feet north of 

Brierstone (see Early Property Ownership period plan). The building was rectangular, 30 feet 
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long (FJW) by 14 foet wide (N/S), and one story high.5
" The laundry was sided with 

clapboards, color unknown. It had a side-gabled roof, materials and color unknown. Doors 
were probably located on the north and south elevations, exact number and location unknown. 

A~ (HS 04) was constructed in c. I 850. located 150 feet north of Brierstone and 
along the ridge line (see Early Property Ownc:rship period plan). The building was rectangular, 
44 foet long (N/S) by 30 feet wide (E/W), and two stories high.55 The basement or ground 
floor was located at grade on the west elevation. The stable was sided with clapboards and 
painted red, gray, or both.56 It had a center-gabled roof with slate shingles, color unknown. 57 

Double doors were locatt!d at the center of the east elevation and in the center of the west 
elevation. 

A small ice house (HS 06) was constructed c. 1850, located 260 feet north of 
Brierstone (see Early Property Ownership period plan). The building was rectangular, 16 feet 
long (N/S) by 14 feet wide (E/W), and 8 feet high. The small ice house was sided with "drop 
siding," and painted gray.5

~ It had a front-gablt!d roof with wood shingles. color unknown. 
The small ice house had two roofs separated by 2-inch by 3-inch skepers that gave the building 
more effici~ ... insulation. A small double door was locatt!d in the center of the north elevation. 

A shed (HS 05) was constructed in c. I 850, located west of the stable and 180 feet 
northwest of Brierstone (see Early Property Ownership period plan).59 Tot! shapt!, size, 
materials, and color of this building are unknown. 

Circulation 
A service road was probably established c. 1850 and ran between tht! house, stable, 

and coach house. Tot! exact alignment. dimt!nsions, and surface material are unknown, but 
was probably a compacted soil surface. 

Rose Garden Subspace 
Topographv 

The topographv of the rose garden was relatively flat and any changes that may have 
altered the grade are unknown. 

Buildings 
A greenhouse was constructed in the 1850s. It was located in the southwestern comer 

of the rose garden (see Early Property Ownership period plan). The exact size of this 
greenhouse is unknown, but it was composed of two sections, a rose house and grapery, with 
an underground rose pit located on its north side. 60 

Vegetation 
An Eastern hemlock hedge (Tsuga canadensis) was planted inc. 1850 by the Wheelers, 

located northeast of Brierstone (see Early Property Ownership period plan). The exact height 
and width of the hedge is unknown, as are the number or location of the entrances to the 
garden. 

A fruit, vegetahle, and flower garden is thought to have been created in the early 
1800s, although this is unconfirmed.61 It was referred to as the 'old garden,' and located 
within the hemiock hedge. The gardt!n was rectangular and approximately one-half-acre in 
size. The exact location, and species of the vege~tion in the garden is unknown. 
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Vegetable Garden Subspace 
Topo~raphy 

The topography of the vegetable garden was relatively tlat or slightly undulating. with 
only moderate changes in grade. The topography of the southwest section of the vegetable 
garden subspace contained a steep slopt! facing west. Any changes that may have altered the 
grade are unknown. 

Buildings 
A gardener's cottage (HS 15). also known as the "Gingerbread House," was 

constructed inc. 185().~2 It was located 420 feet north of Brierstone and nonheast of the rose 
garden. The building was rectangular. 28 ft:t:t long (FJW) by 26 ft:t:t wide (N/S), and two 
stories high (see Early Property Ownership period plan). The Carpenter Gothic-style building 
was sided with vertical board and batten. color unknown. It had a cross-gabled roof with 
wood shingles, color unknown. A door was located in the center of the north elevation; the 
number and location of additional doors is unknown. 

Vegetation 
A vegetahle garden and apple orchard, was established during the Wheeler Ownership 

Period, exact date unknown. The exact configuration of the vegetation within the orchard and 
garden and the types of crops planted is unknown (see Early Property Ownership pe1iod 
pl:rn).63 

Circulation 
An estate road connecting the Wheder property to the Boorman property to the north 

may have been established during this period. exact date unknown.6
.; The estate road began at 

the home road, directly east of the hemlock hedge, and extended northward. past the vegetable 
garden, to the northern boundary line (see Early Prope11y Ownership peiiod plan). The 
dimensions and mateiials of the road are unknown. 

A garden road may have been established during this peiiod, although this is 
unconfirmed.65 This road ran from the estate road to the east and extended west to the top of 
the ridge, where it split into two roads. One road continued west to the gardener's cottage and 
the other ran in a southwesterly direction and joined the service road (see Early Property 
Ownership period plan). The exact alignment. dimensions, and materials of this road are 
unknown. 

Furnishings and Ohject,; 
A post and wire fence was located within the large garden. although it is unknown 

when it was constructed or its size and shape. Tne 1866 deed describing the boundaries of the 
131-acre Bellefield estate made reference to this fence. as the boundary was "in a direct line 
with a post and wire fence that runs along the north side of the g:1rden .... "'''' 
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WOODLAND SPACE 

Spatial Ori:anization 
Within the woodland space there were two smaller subspaces including the paddock lot 

and the river wood lot (figure 1.12). The Paddock Lot Subspace was located directly west 
of Brierstone. The space was rectangular, approximately 1.5 acres, and 360 feet long (N/S) by 
240 feet wide (E/W). The definer of the paddock lot to north is unknown, but it was defined to 
the south by the trees along the property boundary, to the east by the ridge, and to the west by 
the vegetation of the wood lot. From the ridge line eastward, the ground was downward 
sloping and undulating. Views out of the space wen: partially screened by the vegetation to the 
south and west and the steep hill to the top of the ridge to the east, but open to the sky. 

The second space, the River Wood Lot Subspace, was io1.:ated to the west of the 
paddock lot subspace (see figure 1.12). The rectangular space was 49 acres, approximately 
2,600 feet long (E/W) by 1,000 ft:et wide (N/S). The definers of the space to the north and 
south were not distinguishable, but defint:d to the east by the paddock lot and ridge line and to 
tht! wt:st by tht! Hudson River. The ground varied from tlat to undulating to deep ravines, and 
consisted of rock outcrops, understory vegt:tation and trees. The exact composition of the 
vt:gt:tation and the typt: of canopy it crt:ated is unknown. Views out of the space were heavily 
screened. 

WOODLAND SPACE 

~ 
_______, 
NTS 

I 

j 

Figure 1.12: Spatial organization of the Woodland Space including subspaces: 
the paddock lot and river wood lot. (K. Baker and G. Dallmann, SUNY CESF, 
1998, based on the 1946 USGS map). 
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Paddock Lot Subspace 
Topo~rnphy 

The topoi;raphy of the paddock lot was a moderate, west-facing slope. The topography 
may have been altered when the wood lot was cleared for farming, but the extent of the change 
to the grade is unknown. 

Ve~etation 
Field crops may have been planted during the Wheeler Ownership Period, exact date 

unknown, on the steep hillside southwest of Brierstone. It is unclear what kinds of crops were 
grown there. 67 

A row of trec;s existed during the Wheeler Ownership Period, exact date unknown, 
along the propeny line between Water Lot Six and Water Lot Five (see Early Property 
Ownership period plan). The exact species and spacing of these trees is unknown. 

River Wood Lot Subspace 
Topo~rnphy 

The topoi;raphy of the river wood lot was a combination of relatively flat and 
moderately to steeply sloping grades with numerous rock outcroppings throughout. The 
Hudson Valky Railroad was constructed in 1850 parallel to the Hudson River at the shoreline 
of Water Lot Six.68 The addition of a causeway constructed for the railroad extended the 
western edge of the Water Lot Five property boundary outward (westward) approximately 500 
feet, resulting in Lhe creation of the marshy area now known as Roosevelt Cove. 

Vecetation 
A combination of agricultural fields and dense trct; stands may have existed during 

Wheeler Ownership Period, although it is unconfirmed. The species of agricultural crops, 
trees, and understory plants are unknown. 

A comprehensive survey of the documentation regarding the vegetation within the 
wood lot area was not conducted for this report 

Circulation 
The Hudson Valley Railroad was constructed in 1850 and extended through the river 

wood lot, parallel to the Hudson River. The shape, size, and materials of the railroad and 
causeway were not evaluated for this report. 

Water fs:atures 
Roosevelt Cove was created in 1850 with the construction of a causeway for the 

Hudson Valley Railroad. It was located southwest of Brierstone, roughly oval in shape, 1,600 
feet long (NW/SE), and 200 to 400 feet wide (NE/SW). The water level of the cove rises and 
falls with the Hudson River's tidal changes. £ts eastern edge was a natural, vegetation-covered 
sloping bank. 
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Summary 

Thi! rl!search availahk indicates that the Water Lot Six property was ldt undevdoped 
for approximately 100 years aft..:r the land grant patent was initially established. By the late 
1700s this hegan to change with the Everson/Ray construction of a house and entry drive. 
Between 1845-1867 the Whet!lers transformed the property from a tl!nant farm to a seasonal 
home and farm. The original farmhouse was transformed into an Italianate-style mansion, and 
a number of service roads and a trotting course were added to the property in addition to 
changes to the outbuildings, and vegetable and t1ower gardens. The property was 
charactt:rized by open lidds hl!tween the house and Post Road, and opt:n vil!ws from the house 
to the Hudson River. 
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II. EARLY ROOSEVELT OWNERSHIP (1867-1900) 

I often wonder why men are satisfied to live all their lives berween brick walls 
and thinking of nothing but money and the so-called recreations of so-ca lied 
society when there is so much enjoyment in the country. 

-James Roosevelt 

[n 1867 James Roosevelt purchased the 110-acre Brierstone estate in Hyde Park, New 
York, from Josiah Wheeler. Historically this estate was part of the patent land grant known as 
Water Lot Six. Throughout his lifetime James Roosevelt increased his land holdings, and by 
the time of his death in 1900, his 'Springwood' estate totaled 750 acres. Upon James' death, 
ownership of the property passed to his wife, Sara Roosevelt, and son, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt. 

Hyde Park 

Between 1821 and 1880 the population of Hyde Park increased from 500 to 2,800 
residenL'i. The Hudson River helped facilitate this growth and the distribution of goods in the 
region. During the 1870s one of the first caviar industries in the United States began in Hyde 
Park. The caviar came from sturgeon roe, which was extn.:mcly plentiful in the Hudson River 
until 1879.1 Another successful business that sprang up during this time was the harvesting 
and storing of Hudson River ice that was shipped to Albany or New York City. The ice 
industry created two other important businesses: the creation of 1ools used for ice harvesting. 
and the use of saw dust, generated by timber companies, lo keep ice cold during storage and 
transportation. 

The railroad was also used for the shipment of goods to and from Hyde Park, as well 
as providing passenger rail service. The train made for easy travel back and forth from New 
York City. Traveling between the Hyde Park area. New York City, Canada, New England. 
and Europe was a routine typical of well-to-do families. By this time the Albany Post Road 
was a well maintained 'hard drive' road that facilitated travel within this region.2 

The James Roosevelt Estate 

The Roosevelts were not new to the area, as James' family had made the central 
Hudson River Valley their home as early as the 1680s. Over the generations the family 
continually moved between this area of the Hudson River Valley and New York City. The 
Roosevelt family money accumulated over the years through marriage into wealthy families, 
and such successful business as a sugar refinery in New York City, the Roosevelt Sugar 
House, established by Isaac (1726-1794 ). 3 

The Roosevelt family had a tradition of naming the males from every other generation 
either Isaac or James. Isaac's son, James (1760-1847), made a site near Poughkeepsie his 
home in 1818, and constructed a house named Mount Hope. Later James' son, Isaac ( 1790-
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1863), also lived at Mount Hope with his wife until he purchased his own land nearby in 1828 
and built an estate named Rosedale. Because of wealth acquired over the generations, Isaac's 
son, James (FDR's father, 1828-1900), grew up in a privileged environment. When the older 
James died in 1847, he left the Mount Hope property to his grandson James. 

After finishing at Harvard University Law School and traveling to Europe, James 
Roosevelt returned to his home at Mount Hope. In 1853, at the age of 25, James married his 
second cousin Rebecca R. Howland ( 1831-1876). James Roosevelt, his wife Rebecca, and 
son James Roosevelt Roosevelt, more commonly referred to as "Rosy" (1854-1927), lived at 
Mount Hope, located two-and-one-half miles to the south of the Water Lot Six Wheeler estate. 
Josiah Wheeler and James Roosevelt knew each other socially as both bred racing trotters. In 
1865 the Roosevelts' Mount Hope home was destroyed by fire while the family was abroad. 
Upon their return, it appears James' decision to purchase the Wheeler estate was influenced by 
the presence of a training track in the 10-acre meadow between the house and Albany Post 
Road, as well as an ample stable. Anotht:r reason tht: Wheeler property was ideal was because 
Mount Hopt: " ... did not havt! enough pastun.! ... .'' 4 

ln 1867 Jamt:s Roosevelt purchased the 110-acrt: Whcekr estate for the sum of 
$40,000 (figure 2.1 ). That fall he brought his wife Rcbccca and son Rosy to tht! estate, 
renaming it 'Springwood' (figure 2.2 and figure 2.3 ). 
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Figure 2.1: The estate of James Roosevelt, 1867. (Frederick W. Beers, Atlas of 
New York and vicinity from actual survey (New York. 1867), Plate 45, The Home 
of Franklin D. Roosevelt NHS). 
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