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INTRODUCTION 

The property known as Lorenzo is primarily significant for its association with John 
Lincklaen, a Holland Land Company ,agent who founded the village ofCazenovia in 1793. 
The prominent role Lincklaen played in the development of the villlige and surrounding 
area exemplifies an important phase of land development strategy which occurred during 
the post-American Revolution era. Theoriginal 575 acre farm/estate ~lishedbyLincklaen 
at the south end of Cazenovia Lake. reflected his over thirty year conimitment to the area 
and his distinguished country gentl~an social status. 

., 
The history of Lorenzo is further enhanced by the significance of its subsequent 

occupants. Although the size ofthe property decreased over time, John Lincklaen and his 
heirs occupied and preserved the estate for 160 year.s. In 1968, New York State officially 
acquired 86.9 acres ofthe Lorenzo property, including the mansion and its immediate envi
rons, and currently operates the Lorenzo State Historic Site under the jurisdiction of the 
Office ofParks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation (OPRHP). The site is located within 
the village and town ofCazenovia, eighteen miles southeast ofSyracuse, in the Collllty of 
Madison, State ofNew York (see figure 0.l and figure 0.2). 
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Introduction 

Purpose ofCultural Landscape Report 

A Cultural Landscape Report {CLR) is a comprehensive document that details the 
evolution, determines the historic significance, and anal)'7.eS the integrity ofa property as 
related to the character-defining features ofthe landscape. A complete CLR consists offour 
sections. The first section, Site History, traces the evolution ofthe laµidscape and is pre
sented as a series ofperiods important to the site. The second section, Emtiag Condi
tions, documents the current status of the site and inventories the character-defining fea
tures ofthe landscape. The third section, Analysis, compares the historic landscape and 
the existing conditions to evaluate the site's significance and integrity. The fourth section, 
Treatment Recommendations, proposes actions for the preservation ofthe landscape. 

The goal ofthis Report is to identify the historic qualities ofthe cultural landscape 
at Lorenzo State Historic Site and provide OPRHP and the Friends ofLorenzo a compre
hensive document they may refer to while planning future site projects. The activities and 
landscape projects completed by OPRHP and the Friends of Lorenzo prior to this CLR 
confirms the commitment ofboth groups to the management and maintenance ofthe land
scape at the Lorenzo State Historic Site. Several previous studies, which profile various 
aspects ofthe property's grounds, illustrate the importance ofthe landscape to the overall 
resource (see Appendix A). These studies, however, have not compiled the entire history of 
the landscape at Lorenzo. This Cultural Landscape Report, therefore, addresses the need 
for detailed and comprehensive documentation ofthe entire landscape and its evolution. 

Methodology 

The following four methodologies were used in this report: (1) a thorough research 
ofwritten, graphic, and photographic resources to provide a complete historical record of 
the site; (2) a field survey documenting the existing conditions; (3) a comparative study 
betweenthelandscape'sconditionduringthehistoricdevelopmentperiodandthelandscape's 
existing conditions to determine the significance and level of integrity of the landscape; 
and (4) policy and physical treatment recommendations which were developed from the 
results of the first three methodologies. 

The initial research for the report consisted ofa thorough investigation ofsecondary 
sources concerning the history of the village of Caz.enovia and all relevant information 
pertaining to Lorenzo. This phase of work included a review ofbooks, periodicals, and 
previous reports regar~g the Lorenzo State Historic Site. A more extensive research 
investigation ofprimary sources was conducted over a six-month period. The majority of 
this effort consisted ofsearching archival material located on site. Some ofthe materials 
examined included land sale records, correspondence, historic maps, purchase orders and 
receipts, account ledgers, historic photos, and "Housebooks" compiled byHelen S. Fairchild 
and Eliphalet and Jane Remington.1 The analysis and comparison ofvarious sources pro
vided a substantial amount ofinformation about the property and confirmed the history and 
evolution ofthe landscape at Lorenzo. 
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In order to anal:y7.e and compare the historic landscape and existing conditions, a 
thorough documentation of the present conditions of the site was necessary. A detailed 
topographic survey ofthe Lorenzo State Historic Site, completed in 1972 by Konski Engi
neers ofSyracuse, New York, was Qb1jmf as abase map to record existing conditions ofthe 
site in 1996.2 A current map was produced which documents all landscape features and the 
existing property boundaries. As a result, the established conditions ofthe property during 
its historic development were compared to the existing conditions ofthe property to deter
mine the significance and integrity ofthe existing landscape. Finally, a list ofgeneral rec
ommendations was developed from the results ofthe first three methodologies.3 

In order for the report to provide a consistent discussion of the major elements 
involved in the evolution ofthe cultural landscape, a list ofcharacter-defining landscape 
features and their specific definitions was used as an organimtional framework. The list of 
features and their definitions was adopted from a study completed in 1993 for the U.S. 
National Park Service:• 

The order of the landscape feature list is based on the scale of each feature from 
large to small. Exception is given to those features which must precede other features in 
order to adequately descnbe the landscape in a consistent inventory format For example, 
in understanding spatial organiz.ation, the most important character-defining landscape fea
ture for evaluating the significance and integrity of a landscape, it is necessary to first 
present buildings, structures, topography, vegetation and circulation which are the defining 
elements ofspace in the landscape. 

Certain features discussed in one chapter are not necessarily discussed in subse
quent chapters unless further information regarding the status ofthat feature was located 
and documented. The Landscape Feature Table summarizes which features were researched 
and presented in each ofthe chapters (see figure 0.3). 
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The following list represents the orpnimfonal framework for this report: 

Epyjrppmgt- the general external influences afFecting the historic landscape. the o~site 
larger physical and visual context which contains or encompasses the historic: laadscape. 

Natural-the natural physical form and features ofthe surrounding environment that 
bas or does directly affect the historie landscape (major landforms, ridge&lvalleys, 
veptation, water bodies, wetlands, etc.). 

Social/CultunJ- the general human overlay on the physical fonn ofthe surrounding 
environment that bas or does directly a1fect the historic landscape (general land 
use, zoning, lep[ restrictions, transportation, utilities, population, political juris
diction-state, county, city, village, town, etc.). 

'fpdfSIPf Setting (Coatgtl- the most immediate physical and visual context for the his
toric landscape (property boundaries, adjacent property, land use, etc.). 

Natpnl SuWP agd Fgtprp- the natural aspects ofthe landscape often, during the pro
cess ofmanipulating the landscape, have a direct effect on the resultant form. OOFerent from 
the natural context ofthe "Environment" section, "Natural Systems and Features" pertains 
to aspects ofthe historic landscape that are on the site or directly adjacent to it. The follow
ing natural aspects may be relevant to the historic lm:lscape: 

Pbysio&IJU)by- the large scale physical forms and patterns ofthe historic landscape 
(bill, plateau, ravine, drumlin, etc.). 

Qeolollf- the history and physical nature ofthe surticial characteristics ofthe his
toric landscape (soils, rocks, structure, etc.). 

Hydrolollf- the cycles and distnl>ution ofsurface and subsurface water ofthe his
toric landscape (aquifers, drainage patterns, water bodies, water tables, etc.). 

Ecolollf- the relationships ofliving organisms and their environment in the historic 
landscape (plant associations, wildlife habitat, etc.). 

Climate- the prevailing weather conditions ofthe historic landscape (precipitation, 
sun, temperature. wind, etc.). 

ToP91Qpby- the inextractlble framework ofthe landscape; the three dimensional configu
ration ofthe earth swfice characterized by configuration (ground slope, configuration of 
contours, visual forms, etc.) and orientation ( elevation, solar aspect, etc.) of the 
landscape. 

Bpildinp and Structure,- the elements built primarily for sheltering any form of human 
activity are buildings (houses, barns, garages, stables, etc.) and the functional elements 
constructed for purposes other than sheltering human activity are structures (bridges, wind
mills, gazebos, silos, dams, etc.). Included in this category are mechanical and engineering 
systems. 

Mechanical Systems- the features and materials which combine to provide utility 
service to the historic landscape (power lines, hydrants, culverts, etc.). 
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S'ltff-P&illf'rll S"lfCrnl-die syslemS and iDdmdual &alureswbic:hprovideaphysi 
cally stabilizing factor to all or a portion ofthe historic landscape (nuuring walls, 
dikes, foundations, etc.). 

VWIIJjgp- the individual and associated deciduous orevergreen trees. shrubs. vines, ground 
covers and babaceous materials, wbetberindigenoru or introduced. A major component of 
a co,,stantly dvmsins lustorie landscape (specimen tree, hedge, forest, orchard. bosquet. 
vegetable prden. asricultural field. peramial bed, etc.). 

Cjrglatiop- the spaces, features and applied material finishes which constitute the move
matt systems ofthe historic landscape (paths, walks, pluu, ~ roads, parking facili
ties, etc.). 

Spatial Qnegiptiog- the structure or order of the historic land~ the three dimen
sional otpDiurion ofphysical and visual wociarions. The orpnization ofelements creat
ing the~ vertical and overhead plane define and create spaces. The functional and visual 
relationship between these spaces is integral to the character ofthe historic landscape 
(open space, enclosed space, corridor space, etc.). Views and vistas are included in this 
category u an element ofthe spatial organization ofthe historic report. 

Views and VIStaS- the features that create orallow a view {natural. uncontrolled) or 
a vista {a controlled, designed feature). The views or vistas may be to or from the 
historic landscape (panoramic view, borrowed view or vista, on-site view or vista, 
etc.) 

Water Fe,tgrp- the built features and elements which utilize water to create thematic or 
aesthetic elements within the historic landscape (fountains, pools, ponds, lakes, cascades, 
canals, streams, etc.). 

Fpmisbigp and Objects- the elements which provide detail and diversity while addressing 
functional needs and aesthetic concerns in the historic landscape (fences, benches. urns, 
flagpoles, sculptures, markers, monuments, signs. etc.).5 
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Figure 0.3: Landscape Feature Table. (Fritz, 1996. SUNY CESF). 

For the purpose ofthis report, the site was divided into two sections so the features 
of the property could be researched and analyzed comprehensively and presented graphi
cally in complete detail (see figure 0.4). The two sections were based upon availability of 
documentation about the evolution ofthe landscape. These sections, which are not repre
sentative ofany historical demarcations, are: 

OUI'ER ACREAGE- This section provides information on the farmland and the 
outer areas ofthe estate not directly associated with the spatial organization defined by the 
mansion and its immediate environs. The outer acreag~. which varies in si7.e throughout 
the history of Lorenzo, includes the woodlands, wetlands, cultivated fields, open fields, 
orchards, farm buildings and the area ofland adjacent to the southern shoreline ofCazenovia 
Lake. 
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CENTRAL CORE - This section provides a detailed discussion ofthe character
defining features in close proximity to the mansion. The central core consists ofthe front 
lawn, west lawn, service courtyard, formal garden, vegetable garden, garden enclosures 
and Church Cottage lot. The intensity ofmodifications and development in these areas and 
the amount of documentation available warranted a more detailed degree of study of the 
central core. 

Village ofCazenovia 

Cen!Jld·core 
USR.oute20 i 

-.•.. 
1/ 'i t~ttenango Cr=k~11~ 

\ , I.SHS VI 
\ ', / /1.i
\ /. - -------- -II o: 
\ / II N 
\ / II A\ I II 

Outer Acreage ~'TS 

Figure 0.4: Map showing the land reserved by John Lincklaen in 1798 and the 
existing outer acreage and central core ofLSHS. (Fritz, 1996. SUNY CESF). 

8 



Introduction 

Orpniatioa ofReport 

The history ofLorenm's owners provides an understanding ofthe property's land
scape development. At the end of the Introduction is an overview of the property and 
Lincklaen-Ledyard family history. Based on the history, five periods of stewardship and 
subsequent development were identified in the evolution ofLorenm. These periods were 
organized into corresponding chapters for this Cultural Landscape Report: 

Chapter I: John and Helen Lincklaen Period: 1808-1847 
Cbapteril: Ledyard and Helen Lbacldaen Period: 1847-1894 
Chapterm: Charles and Helen Fairchild Period: 1895-1931 
Chapter IV: Elipbalet and Jane Remington and Family Period: 1932-1968 
CbapterV: New York State OPRHP Period: 1~1996 

The distinction ofeach period is explained in the respective chapters ofthe report 
Each ofthe five periods is discussed in detail, documenting events on the property as well 
as important aspects of the era that affected the property and its evolution. Each chapter 
begins with an historic overview ofthe property during the period. The overview presents 
information on the general environment ofthe site including the natural physical form and 
the social/cultural conditions ofthe period. The overview is followed bya detailed descrip
tion ofeach character-defining feature. Photographs and other illustrations are included to 
support the text At the end ofeach chapter is a period plan which graphically illustrates 
the central core ofthe property descnbed in the corresponding chapter narrative. The exist
ing conditions chapter includes two different scale plans: the existing site at 1 "= 100', and 
the central core at 1"= S0'.6 

The last two chapters present the analysis and recommendations. Chapter VI, Analy
sis, evaluates the significance and integrity ofthe site. This analysis, based on a compari
son ofsite history and existing conditions, leads to the final chapter which identifies policy 
issues and physical treatment recommendations. Chapter VII, Recommendations, presents 
general recommendations regarding the future ofLorenm. The original agreement for this 
report limited its scope to the first six chapters. However, based on the research, documen
tation, and analysis, a number of policy and physical treatment recommendations have 
been developed regarding Lorenm's cultural landscape. These recommendations are in
tended to provide a framework for the future development ofdetailed, long-range manage
ment and treatment plans. 
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Physical ud Historical Overview 

The following historical overview explains the Lincklaen/Ledyard family heritage 
and their general relationship to the landscape ofLorenm. The brief account ofthe family 
history is based on the family summary found in the furnishing plan "... A Summer Resort 
Sui Generis .....Lorenzo as an Historical Document, 1905-1920, written in 1995 byRussell 
~Historic Site Manager, Lorenzo State Historic Site. (See figures 0.5 and 0.6 for fam
ily genealogy and ownership periods, and see Appendix B for a compilation ofresidents of 
Lorenzo). 

The origin ofLorenzo is closely associated with John Lincklaen's (1768-1822) role 
in the establishment of the village ofCazenovia. The seat he created at the south end of 
Cazenovia Lake directly evolved from the role he played and respect he earned after admin
istering the development of the village and the settlement of the lands around it The 
organintion of the Lorenzo property clearly depicts the lifestyle favored by many ofthe 
significant figures who capitali:red on the vast land speculation that occurred during the 
post-American Revolution era. 

In 1790, John Lincklaen (originally Jan) ~ved in Philadelphia from England to 
work as a field agent under Theophile Cu.enove who, in tum, represented .the financial 
interests ofseveral Dutch merchant banking houses. After two years exploring lands through
out the northeast, Lincklaen was ordered by Cazenove to investigate certain land tracts he 
bad purchased in the central region ofNew York State. Lincklaen dutifully surveyed the 
region and came across an unsold tract that immediately appeared promising for develop
ment Under his advice, the tract, with its upland terrain and peaceful lake setting, was 
added to the Dutch investment In the spring of 1793, Lincklaen, who anglicized his name 
to John, returned to the upland setting with a ten percent interest in the 120,000 acre tract 
At the age of25, Lincklaen was responsible for the sale ofthe land to individual settlers. 

Within a year, Lincklaen organized the subdivision ofthe tract into lots and oversaw 
the layout ofthe village ofCu.enovia-so named in recognition ofhis supervisor in Phila
delphia. Settlers from New England arrived almost immediately and their numbers encour
aged Lincklaen to invest the Dutch banking houses' money into the opening ofroads, build-

. ing ofmills and other infrastructure projects. As a result, Cazenovia rapidly developed into 
one ofthe major commercial hubs for New York's central region. 

In 1795, the Dutch banking houses supported Lincklaen's construction ofa Geor
gian style mansion on the southeastern shore ofCazen~viaLake. This first major residence 
for Lincklaen also served as the office for his land sale business. Two years later, Lincklaen 
married Helen Ledyard { 1783-1847) in Cazenovia and the couple started to adopt several 
children related to the family, including Jonathan D. Ledyard, Helens's younger brother. 
By 1803, with the village thrivingand his success as a land developer accounted for, Lincklaen 
began developing the grounds for a substantial country estate on land he had reserved at the 
south end of the lake. In March 1807, a devastating fire destroyed the Company-owned 
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