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High quality scenery, especially scenery with natural-appearing landscapes, enhances
people's lives and benefits society. The Scenery Management System presents a
vocabulary for managing scenery and a systematic approach for determining the relative
value and importance of scenery in a national forest. This handbook was written for
national forest resource managers, landscape architects, and others interested in
landscape aesthetics and scenery. Both students and the general public, our
"constituents,"will benefit from the straightforward approach of the system to a complex
art and science. Ecosystems provides the environmental context for this scenery
management system. The system is to be used in the context of ecosystem management
to inventory and analyze scenery in a national forest, to assist in establishment of overall
resource goals and objectives, to monitor the scenic resource, and to ensure high-quality
scenery for future generations.
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A Note to the Reader
I mean not, with
unphilosophic weakness,
to benwan the perishable
condition of sublunary things;
hut to lament only,
that, sublunary things,
the wd-land-scene,
which is among
the mast beautiful,

should be among
the mcnst perhhabk.

Willaim Gilpin, A.M. 1791.

Why is a handbook on landscape aesthetics needed?There are many reasons.
Let's think about it.
On your next visit to a national forest, what awaits you as you explore nature?
You have driven from your home, leaving behind the bustling traffic of modern life.
You see the national forest entrance sign and know that a treasure chest of experiences awaits you. What is at the end of the road, at the end of the trail?
Hiking along a trail, your vehicle left far behind at the trailhead, you discover that
tension is leaving your body, and you are tuning in to your new surroundings. You
hear the sound of your boots scuffing fallen leaves on the earthen trail, and your
breathing deepens.
When hiking with friends, conversations cease, and you focus on the forest environment. Walking quietly now, you inhale the clean, clear air and smell the unique
fresh scents of the woods. Splashes of red and coral wildflowers dot the forest floor.
You look around and see that bark on one grove of trees is different from its neighbor, and wonder why. The wind rustles through the tree tops and you are startled by
the call of a hawk as it floats high overhead on a powerful thermal updraft.
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The trail curves out of sight ahead, and you hear the first unmistakable sound of f u g
water. You know your destination, that favorite waterfall, where you will stop a while and
feel the cool mist billowing up into your face. You remember from your last visit here the
verdant ferns spilling down along the cliffs behind the falls and splashes of bright reds and
subtle deep blues from flowers clinging tenaciously to the rock cliffs as if planted by a
master gardener.
Sooner than you had expected, you are there once again. You round the bend and see the
glistening water as it cascades over its stone precipice, contrasting against the darkness of
the forest. Sitting on a rock ledge, you wonder who it was who first followed a deer trail
and came upon this place with its exceptional combination of rocks and water and ferns and
forest. You enjoy this landscape, reflecting on how unique it is, and how different from
your daily surroundings. This is a special place.
The landscapes of your national forests are distinctive and unique. Some would say they
have a character all their own.
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