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ABSTRACT
New York State has a vibrant history that has influenced industrial, cultural, economic,
transportation, educational and political developments of the nation. Beginning with the Iroquois
Confederacy, through early European settlements, these trends continue today. As a result, the
region is endowed with a rich and diverse architectural heritage that forms an outward
expression of the region’s origins, growth and development.
Historic preservation is a specialized field of professional practice that involves a broad range of
endeavors associated with the preservation and conservation of the built environment. Even
though past Places Lost and Found events have been certified for continuing education credits
by AIACNY, the presentation is designed for a wider audience. Other professionals and
community leaders need to be apprised of the work urban planners and architects do in the field
of historic preservation and community revitalization. This format enables us to learn from one
another.
Beginning with the demolition of Penn Station in New York City the evolution of historic
preservation is an ongoing process that has been decades in the making. The proposed
presentation begins by addressing the question of how the loss of significant historic buildings
and neighborhoods came to be. It continues by presenting case studies of significant losses
followed by successful historic preservation projects in New York State.
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